
celved So my astonisun 
his rifle to tab shoulder.

" ‘You foolish boy:’ 
you «1 not going to'—i 
ment the rifle went OÊ.

“And then I 
way, one of the moet wc

In my hnntlng experience, 
koodoo me it the moment in the ilr. del 
n pu» of stones with lei ft*» legs tudte 
underneath it AU in in entant 
stretched themselxn oat in a . 
fanhitin, rod it lit on them and they doo 
un beneath it Down went the noble 6 
down on to ite head. For a moment it aw 
to he standing on ite horns its hind legal 
in the air, rod then over It went and lay i 

“ "Great heavens’’ I said, 'why, yoohfe 
him! He’s dead.’

“As for Harry, he eel» » 
merely looked scared, as well he 
man, let ak£*"a boy, might have
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thousand such shots without everM 1 the object, which, mind you, was springing: 
and bounding over rocks quite 5<X> j*rà*\Æ 
away, and here this lad, taking a snap «bot 
and merely allowing for elevation by ia- $1 
sfcinct, for be did not put up his sights, had fj 
knocked the bull over as dead an a door nail ? ' 
Well, I made no farther remark—the occa­
sion was too solemn for talking—but merely 
tod the way to where the koodoo lay. There 
he was, beautiful and quite still, and there, 
high up, about half way down his neck, was 
a neat, round hole. The bullet had severed 
the spinal marrow, passing; right through 
the vertebrae and away on the other aide.

“It was already evening when, having cut 
ns much of the best meat as we could carry 
from the bull,Nhid tied a red handkerchief 
and some tufts of grass to his spiral horns, 
which, by the way, must have been nearly 
Are feet In length, in the hope of ke 
jtickals find aasvogels (vultures) from 
we finally got back to camp to find 
who was getting rather anxious at 
eer.ee, ready to greet ur with the 1* 
telligenoe that «mother ox was sick. BuS 
even this dreadful bit of intelligence could 
not dash Harry’s spirits, the fact of the mat­
ter being that, incredible as it may appeal*,
I do verily believe that in his heart of hearts 
he set down the death of that koodoo to the 
credit of his own skill. Now, though the lad 
was a tidy shot enough, this of cour* was 
ridiculous, and I told him so very plainly.

“By the time that we had finished our sup­
per of koodoo steaks (which would have been 
lx?tter if the koodoo had been a little younpv) 
it was time to get ready for Jlim- Jim’s mur­
deress again. All the afternoon Pharaoh 
told us the unfortunate ox had been walking 
round and round in » circle a? cattle in the 
last stages of red water generally do. Now it 
had come to a standltlll, and was swaying to 
and fro with its head hanging down. So we 
tied him up to the stump rf the tree as on the 
previous night, knowing that if the lioneea 
did not kill him he would be dead by mann­
ing. Indeed, I was afraid that he would be 
oi little use as a bait, for a lion ie » sports­
manlike animal, and, unless he is very hun­
gry, generally prefers to kill his own dinner, 
though when once killed he will come back 
to it again and again.

“Then we repeated our experience of the 
previous night, sitting there hour after hour, 
till at last Harry went fast asleep, and even 
I, though I am accustomed to this sort of 
thing, could scarcely keep my eyes open. 
Indeed, I was just dropping off, when Pha­
raoh gave me a shove.

“ ‘Listen!’ be whispered.
“I was all awake in a second, and listening 

with all my ears. From the clump of bush to 
the right of the lightning shattered stump to 
which the ox was tied came a faint crackling -S 
noise. Presently it was repeated. Something 
was moving there, faintly and quietly enough, ,'jg 
but still moving perceptibly, for in the in- . 
tense stillness of the night any sound seemed

•I woke up Harry, who instantly% saidt 
Where is she? Where is she?1 and began to 
point his rifle about in a fashion that was 
more dangerous to us and the oxen than to 
any possible lioness.

“ ‘Hush up!’ I whispered savagely; and as I 
did so with a low and hideous growl a flash 
of yellow light sped out of the clomp of bush, 
past the ox, and into the corresponding clump 
upon the other side. The poor sick brute gave 
a sort of groan, and staggered round and then 
began to tremble. I could see it do so clearly 
in the moonlight, which was now very bright, !
and I felt a brute for having expoeed the un­
fortunate animal to such terror as he must 
Undoubtedly be undergoing. The lioness, for 
|it was she, passed so quickly that we could 

distinguish her movements, much
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the excitement dr tne position came home to
A TiTl? I'll? TflTPT?$? TIlYNTQ ncauy does not circulate in South Africa, coat mat claim has been the ruin of two or him, and he became quite anxious to see his
d UIjIj VT 1 JlliLLi LU/Adi which is one of the tilings that, maira living three people, aa it very nearly was tho ruin majesty face to face. I got my rifle handy

so dear there—in all exactly fourteen and of me. and gave Harry his—a Weerfcly Richards fall-
ninepence. “‘Harry,’ I said preiently, 'I am going ing block, which is a very useful gun for a

“ ‘There, Harry my boy!’I said,‘that is away this week toward Delagoa to sheet buf- youth, being light and yet a good killing 
Wnat - vn„ „ lM - . A1. the sum total of our worldly wealth; that falo. ShaU I take you with me or send you rifie-and then we waited.
Most of you will havebeard .^AUan Qo»r hole ^ aU the ^ down to Dnrbro? “For a long time nothing happened, and I

termarn, who was one of the party that dis- „ tpy said Master Harry, ‘I say, “ ‘Oh, take me with you, father,’ begged began to think that the best thing that we
covered King Solomon’s mines some little fathei% you ^ p sha!l have to let ourselves Harry, ‘I want to kill a lraffalo.’ could do would be to go to sleep again, when
time ago, and who afterward came to live in ^ to work with the Kafirs and live on “ ‘And supposing that the buffalo kills you suddenly I heard a sound more like a cough 
England near his friend, Sir Henry Curtis, mealic pap,’ and be sniggered at his unpleas- insteadf I asked. than a roar within about twenty yards of the
He has gone btek to the wilderness now, as ant little joke. *‘‘Oh, never mind,’be said, gayly, ‘there skerm. We all looked out, but could see
these old hunters almost invariably do, on “But I was in no mood for jokng, for it is are lots more where I came from’ nothing; and then followed another period

pretext or another. They cannot endure i not a merry thing to dig like anything for “I rebuked him for hie flippancy, t ut in cf suspense. It was very trying to the 
civilization for very long, its noise and racket j months and be completely ruined in the pro- the end I consented to taire him.” nerves, this waiting for an attack that might
and tho omnipresence of broadclothed hn- cess, especially if yc happen to dislike dig----------- ’ y be developed from any quarter, or might not
inanity proving more trying to their nerves ging, and consequently I resented Harry’s CHAPTER II. be developed at all ; and though I was «mold
than the dangers of the desert. I think that , lightheartedness. “Something ova- a fortnight had jessed hand at this sort of business, I was anxious
they feel lonely here, for it is a fact that is ■ “ ‘Be quiet, boy 1’ I said, raising my hand since the night when I lost half a sovereign about Harry, for it is wonderful how the
too little understood, though it has often as though to give him a cuff, with the result and found £1,250 in looking for it, and in- presence of anybody to whom one is attached
been stated, tliat there is no loneliness like the that the half sovereign slipped out of it mid stead of that horrid hole, for which, after all, unnerves a man in moments of danger, and
loneliness of crowds, especially to those who : fell into the gulf below. El Dorado was scarcely a misnomer, s, very that made me nervous. I know, although it
are unaccustomed to them. } “ Oh, bother,’ said I, ‘it’s gone.’ different scene stretched away before u$ clad was now chilly enough, I could feel the per-

“What is there in the world,” old Quater- i ‘“There, dad,’ said Harry, ‘that’s what in the silver robe of the moonlight. Wc were spiration running down my nose, and in order
main would say, “eo desolate as to stand in comes of letting your angry passions rise; camped—Harry and I, two Kafirs, a Scotch to relieve the strain on my attention, era­
the streets of a great city and listen to the / now we are down to four and nine.’ cart and six oxen—on the swelling side of a ployed myself in watching a beetle which ap-
footsteps falling, falling, multitudinous as “I made no answer to these words of wis- great wave of bush dad land. Just where pe&red to be attracted by the firelight, and
the rain, and watch the white line of faces dom, but scrambled down the deep sides of we made our camp, however, the bush was was sitting before it thoughtfully rubbing his
as they hurry past, you. know not whence, Lhe claim, followed by Harry, to hunt for very sparse and only grew about in clumps, antennae against each other,
you know not whither. They come and go, my little all Well, we hunted and we hunt- while here and there were single flat topped “Suddenly the beetle gave such a jump
their eyes meet yours with a cold stare, for ed, but the moonlight is an uncertain thing mimosa trees. To our right a little stream, that he nearly pitched headlong into the fire, 
a moment their features are written on your to look for half sovereigns by, and there was which had cut a deep channel for itself in the and so did we all—gave jumps, I mean, and 
mind, and then they are gone forever. You some loose soil about it, for the Kafirs had bosom of the slope, flowed musically on be- no wonder, for from right under the sk 
will never see them again, they will never knocked off working at the very spot a tween banks green with maidenhair, wild fence there came a most frightful roar—a
see you again : they come up out of the un- couple of hours before. I took a pick and asparagus and many beautiful grasses. The FOar
known, and presently they once more van- raked away the clods of earth with it, in the bed rock here was red granite, and in the shake and shake ajid took the breath out 
ish into the unknown, taking their secrets hope of finding the coin, but all in vain. At course of centuries of patient washing the 0f me.
with them. Yes, that is loneliness pure and last, in sheer annoyance, I struck the sharp water had hollowed out some of the huge “Harry made an exclamation, Jim-Jim 
undefiled ; but to one who knows and loves pickax down into the soil, which was of a slabs in its path into great troughs and cups, howled outright, while the poor oxen, who 
it, the wilderness is not lonely, because the very hard nature. To my astonishment it and these we used for bathing places. No were terrified almost out of their hides, shiv- 
spirit of nature is ever there to keep the sunk in right up to the heft Roman lady, with her baths of porphyry or ered and lowed piteously,
wanderer company. He finds companions in “ ‘Why, Harry,’ I said, ‘this ground must alabaster, could have had a more delicious “The night was almost entirely dark now,
the winds—the sunny streams babble like have been disturbed!’ spot to lave herself than we had within fifty for the moon had quite set and the clouds
nature’s children at his feet; high above “ ‘I don’t think so, father,’ he answered, yards of our skerm or rough inclosure of had covered up the stars, so that the only
him, in the purple sunset, are domes and ‘but we will soon see,’ and he began to shovel mimosa thorn that we had dragged together light that we had came from the fire, which
minarets and palaces such as no mortal man out the soil with his hands. ‘Oh!’ he said round our cart to protect us from the atv>ack3 by this time was burning up brightly again,
bath built, in and out of whose flaming doors presently, ‘it’s only some old stones; the pick of lions. There were several of these alxmt, But, as you know, firelight is absolutely use- 
che glorious angels of the sun seem to move has gone down between them. Look!’ And as I knew from their spoor, though we had less to shoot by, it is so uncertain., and besides 
continually. And there, too, is the wild he began to pull at one of the stones. neither heard nor seen them. it penetrates but a very tittle way into the
game following its feeding grounds in great “ ‘I say, dad,’ he said presently, almost in “It was a little nook where the eddy of tiho darkness, although if one is in the dark out-
armies, with the springbok thrown out be- a whisper, ‘it’s precious heavy; feel it;’ and stream had washed away a mass of soil., and side one can see it from so far away,
fore for skirmishers, then rank upon rank of he rose and gave me a round, brownish lump on the edge of it there grew a most beautiful “Presently the oxen, after standing still 
long faced bleebuck marching and wheeling about the size of a very large apple, which old mimosa thorn. Beneath the thorn was a for a moment, suddenly winded the lion and 
like infantry, and last, the shining troops cf ne was holding in both his hands. I took it large smooth slab of granite fringed all did what I feared they would—began to 
quagga and the fierce eyed, shaggy vilder- curiously and held it up to the light. It was | round with maidenhair and other ferns, that ‘skrek,’ that is, to try and break loose from 
becste to take the place of the Cossack host very heavy. The moonlight fell upon its sloped gently down to a pool of tho cfe.irest the trektow to which they were tied, and 
that hangs upon an army's flanks. rough and filth encrusted surface, and as I sparkling water, which lay in a bowl of rush off madly into the wilderness. Lions

“Oh, no,” he would say, “the wilderness is looked curious little thrills of excitement granite about ten feet wide by five feet deep know of this habit on the part of oxen, which 
not lonely, for, my boy, remember that the began to pass through me. But I could not in the center. Here to this slab we went are, I do Relieve, the most foolish animals un­
further you get from man the nearer you be sure, every morning to bathe, and that delightful

I grow to God,” and, though this is a saying “ ‘Give m» your knife, Harry,’ I said. bath is among the most pleasant of my hunt* der the sun, a sheep being a very Solomon
that might well be disputed, it is one I am “He did so; and resting the brown stone ing reminiscences, as it is also for reasons compared to them, and it is by no means un­
sure that anybody wid easily understand on my knee I scratched at its surface. Great that will presently appear among the most common for a lion to get in such a position
who has watched the sun rise and tet on the heavens, it was soft! painful. a herd or span of oxen maywina him,
limitless, deserted plains, and seen the thun “Another second and the secret was out; “It was a lovely night; and Harry and I skrek, break their reins and rush on into tne 
der chariots of the clouds roll in majest> we had found a great nugget of pure gold, sat there to the windward of the fire, at bush. Of course, once they are there they
across the depths of unfathomable sky. ; four pounds of it or more. ‘It’s gold, lad,’ I which idle two Kafirs were busily employed are helpless in the dark; and then the lion

Well, at any rate he went back again, and i said, ‘it’s gold, lad, or I’m a Dutchman.’ in cooking some impala steaks off a buck chooses the one that he loves best and eat»
Three now for many months I have heard nothing “Harry, with his eyes starting out of his which Harry, to his great joy, had shot that him at his leisure.

at all of him, and, to be frank, I greatly head, glared down at the long gleaming yel- morning, and were as perfectly contented “Well, round and round went our six poor
doubt if anybody will ever hear of him again low scratch that I had made upon the virgin with ourselves and the world at large as two oxen, nearly trampling us to death in their j 0f him, which was not very much, in an old
[ fear that the wilderness that lias for so metal, and then burst out into yell upon yell people could possibly be. The night was beau- mad rush; indeed, had we not hastily turn- bread bag, and though whilst he lived his
many years been a mother to Mm will now of exultation, that went ringing away across tiful ; it would require somebody with more bled out of the way we should have been virtues were not great, now that he was gone
also prove his grave and the grave of those the silent claims like the shrieks of somebody words on the tip of their tongue than I have trampled to death, or at the least seriously we could have wept over him. Indeed, Harry
who accompanied him, for the quest upon being murdered. to properly describe the chastened majesty of ; injured. As it was, Harry was run ovei, did weep outright; while I registered a quiet
wMch he and they started is a wild one in- “ ‘Be quiet,’ I said, ‘do you want every those moonlit wilds. Away forever and for- j -and poor Jim-Jim being caught by the trek- . little vow on my own account that I would
deed. tMef or. the field after you?’ ever, away to the mysterious north, rolled the tow somewhere beneath the arm, was hurled 1 let daylight into that lioness before I was 48

But while he was in England for those “Scarcely were the words out of my mouth great bush ocean over wMch the silence i right across the skerm, landing by my side ; hours older, if by any means it could be done, 
years or so bet ween his return from the sue- when I heard a stealthy footstep approach- brooded. There beneath us, a mile or more only some paces off. .
cessful discove ry of the wise king’s buried ing. I promptly put the big nugget down to the right, ran the "wide Oliphant and “Snap went the disselboom of the cart ix> the lions will not trouble him any more. So
treasures and t he death of his only son, I saw and sat on it, and uncommonly hard it was, mirror like flashed back the moon, whose neath the transverse strain put upon it. Had there is an end of the book of J im-Jim. 
a great deal of old Allan Quatermain. I had and as I did so I saw a lean, dark face poked silver spears were sMvered on its breast and it not broken the cart would have overset , as
known Mm years before in Africa, and after over the edge of the claim and a pair of then tossed in twisted lines of light far it was, in another minute, oxen, cart, trek- to circumvent his murd
hr came home, whenever I had nothing bet- beady eyes searching us out. I knew the and wide about the mountains and the plain, i tow, reims, broken disselboom, and eveiy- she would be sure to return as soon as she
ter to do, I used to run up to YorksMre and face. It belonged to a man of very bad char- Down upon the river banks grew* great tim- thing were soon tied in one vast heaving, would lie hungry again, but I did not know
stay with Mm, and in this way I at one time acter known as Handspike Tom, who had, I ber trees that, through the stillness, pointed plunging, bellowing and seenp^ly inextrioa- when she would be hungry. She had left so
and another heard many of the incidents of understood, been so named at the diamond solemnly to heaven, and the beauty oi! the ble knot. little of Jim-Jim behind her that I should
his past life, and most curious some of them fields because he had murdered his mate with night lay upon them like a cloud. Every- “For a moment or two this state of affairs scarcely expect to see her the next night,
were. a handspike. He was now, no doubt, prowl- where was silence—silence in the starred took my attention off from the lion that had unless indeed she had cubs. Still, I felt

No one can pass all those years following ing about like a human hyena to see what he depths, silence on the fair bosom of the sleep- caused it, but while I was wondering what that it would not be wise to miss the
the rough existence of an elephant hunter could steal. ing earth. Now, if ever, great thoughts en earth was to be done next, and what we , chance of her coming, so we set about mak-
without meeting with many strange adven- “ ‘Is that you, irnter Quatermain?’ he said, m ght rise in a man’s mind, and for a s;pace should do if the cattle broke loose into the iug preparations for her reception. The first
tures, and one way and another old Quater- “ ‘Yes, it’s I, Mr. Tom,’ I answered po- he anight loose his littleness in the sense that bush and were lost, for cattle frightened in j tMng that we did was to strengtnen the bush
main has certainly seen Ms share. Well, litely. he partook of the pure immensity about him. this manner will go right away like mad wall of the skerm by dragging a large quan-
the story that I am going to tell “ ‘And what might all that there yelling Almost might he seem to ;see the spirit oi! the things, it was suddenly recalled in a very tity of the tops of thorn trees together and
you is one of the later of these ad- be? ho asked. ‘I was walking along, a-tak- heavens, girdled round with stars, passing painful fasMon. laying them one on the other in such a fashion
ventures, though I forget the exact year ing of the evening air and a-thinking on the down in tho dead quiet to look, now than the ‘For at that moment I perceived by the that the thorns pointed upwards. This, after
wMch it happened. At any rate I know that stars, when I ’ears ’owl after ’owl.’ night had covered up her sins, upon the sleep- light of the fire a kind of gleam of yellow our experience of the fate of Jim-Jim, seemed
it was the only one of bis tripe upon wMch “ ‘Well. Mr. Tom,’ I answered, ‘that is not iug face 0f his lost bride, the earth. Almost traveling through the air toward us. a very necessary precaution, since if where
he took Ms son Harry (who is since dead) to be wondered at, seeing that, like yourself, _ , “‘The lion! the lion!’ holloaed Pharaoh, çme sheep can jump another can follow, as
with him, and that Harry was then about 14. they are nocturnal birds.' might he hear the echoes of angelic voicos, as and as he did so he, or she, for it was a great, the Kafirs say, how much more is this the
And now for the story, which I will repeat “‘“Owl after ’owl!’ he repeated sternly, the spirits poised on bent and rushing pinions gaunt lioness, half wild, no doubt, with case where an animal soactiveandsovigor-
as nearly as I can in the words in wMch taking no notice of my interpretation, ‘and I swept onward from universe to universe; hunger, lit right in the middle of tho skerm, ous as the lion is concerned ! And now came
Hunter Quatermain told it to me one night rtops and says, “That’s murder,” and I listens and distinguish the white fingers of the wind and stood there in the smoky glocm and the further question, how were we to beguile
in the old oak paneled vestibule of Ms house again and thinks, “No, it ain’t; that ’owl is playing in the tresses of the trees. lashed her tail and roared. I seized my rifle the lioness to return? Lions are animals that
in Yorkshire. We were talking about gold the ’owl of hexultation; some one’s been and “Hark! what was that?” and fired it at her, but what between the con- have a strange knack of appearing when they
mining got his fingers into a gummy yeller pot, I’ll “From far away down by the river there fusion and my agitation and the uncertain are not wanted, and keeping studiously out

“Gold mining!” he broke in. “Ah, yes; I swear, and gone off ’is’eadin the sucking comes a mighty rolling sound, then another light, I missed her and nearly shot Pharaoh. 0f the way when their presence is required,
once went gold mining at Pilgrim’s Rest in of them.” Now, ’unter Quatermain, is I and another. It is the lion seeking his meat. The flash of the rifle, however, threw the “Harry, who, as I have said, was an emi-

where the Transvaal, and it was before tuat that right? Is it nuggets? Oh, lor!’ and he “I saw Harry shiver an I turn a little pale, whole scene into strong relief, and a wild one nently practical boy, suggested to Pharaoh
we had business about Jim-Jim and the smacked his lips audibly—‘great big yellow He was a plucky boy enough, but the roar of it was, I can tell you—with the seething mass that he should go and sit outside the skerm in
lions. Do you know it? Well it is—or was— boys—is it them that you have just been and a lion for the first time in the solemn bush 0f oxen twisted all around the cart in such a the moonlight as a sort of bait, assuring Mm
one of the queerest little places you ever saw. tumbled across? veldt at night is apt to sdake the nerves of fasMon that their heads looked as though that he would have notMng to fear, as we
The town itself was pitched in a stony valley, “‘No,’ said I boldly, ‘it isn’t’—the cruel any lad. they were growing out of their rumps and WOuld certainly kill the lioness before she
with mountains all about it, and in the mid- gleam in his black eyes altogether overcom- “‘Lions, my boy,’I said; ‘they are hunt- their horns seemed to protrude from their killed him. Pharaoh, however, strangely
die of such scenery as one does not often get ing my aversion to the untruth, for I knew ing down by the river there: but I don’t backs; the smoking fire, with just a blaze in enough, did not
the chance of seeing. Many and many is the that if he once found out what it was that I think that you need make yourself uneasy, the heart of tho smoke; Jim-Jim in the fore- Indeed, he walked away, much put out with
time that I have thrown down my pick and was sitting on—and, by the way, I have We have been hero three nights now and if ground, where the oxen had thrown Mm in Harry for having made it.
shovel in disgust, clambered out of my claim heard of rolling in gold being spoken of as a they were going to pay us a visit I should then* wild rush, stretched out there in terror: ««It gave
and walked a couple of miles or so to the top pleasant process, but I certainly do not rec- think that they would have done so before and then, as a center to the picture, the « «Well,’ I said, ‘there is that ox. Ho must
of some MIL Then I would lie down in the ommend anybody who values comfort to try this. However, we will make up the fire.’ great, gaunt lioness glaring round with die sooner or later, so we
grass and look out over the glorious stretch sitting on it—I should run a very good chance “ ‘Here, Pharaoh, do you and Jim-Jim get hungry, yellow eyes, roaring and whining as him.’
of country—the smiling valleys, the great of being ‘hanefepiked’ before the night was some more wood before we go to sleep, else she made up her mind what to do. “Now, about thirty yards to the left of our
mountains touched with gold—real gold of over. the cats will be purring rcund before mom- “It did not take her long, however—just skerm, if one stood facing down the hill to-
the sunset, and clothed in sweeping robes of “ ‘If you want to know what it was, Mr. in{y’ as long as it takes a flash to die into dark- ward the river, was the
bush and stare into the depths of the perfect Tom,’ I went on, with politest air, although ‘Pharaoh, a great bra wny Swazi, J'ho ness—for before I could fire again or do any- had been destroyed by lightning many years 
sky above; yes, and heaven I had got in agony from the nugget underneath—for I had been working for me at Pilgrims Rest, tMng, with a most fiendish snort she sprang before, standing equidistantly between, but
away from the cursing and the coarse jokes hold it always best to be polite to a man who laughed, rose and stretched himself, and upon poor Jim-Jim. a little in front of, two clumps of bush,
of the miners, and the voices of those Basutu is so ready with a handspike—‘my boy and I then calling to Jim-Jim to bring the ax “I heard the unfortunate lad shriek, and which were severally some fifteen paces
Kafirs as they toiled in the sun, the memory have had a slight difference of opinion, and I and a reim, started off in the moonlight then almost instantly I saw his legs thrown from it.
of wMch is with me yet. Well, for some was enforcing my view of the matter upon toward a clump of sugar bush, where we cut into the air. The lioness had seized him by “Here was the very place to tie the ox ; and
months I dug patiently at my claim till the him; that was all’ our fuel from some dead trees. He was a the neck, and wiflb ^ sudden jerk thrown his accordingly a little before sunset the poor
very sight of a pick or of a washing trough “ ‘Yes, Mr. Tom,’ put in Harry, beginning fine fellow in his way, was Pharaoh, aiKll body over her bade so that his legs hung animal was led forth by Pharaoh and made

-became hateful to me. A hundred times a to weep, for Harry was a smart boy, and saw tMnk that he had been iiamed Pharaoh be- down at the further* side, j fast there, little knowing, poor brute, for
day I lamented my own folly in having in- the difficulty we were in, ‘that was it—I hal- <‘-ause he had an Egyptian cast of counten- “Then, without the slightest hesitation, what purj)Ose; and we commenced our long
vested £800, wMch was about all that I was loed because father beat me.’ “lce a royal sort of swagger about lm and apparently, without any difficulty, she vigil, tMs time without a fire, for our object
worth at the time, in this gold mining. But, “ ‘ Well, now, did yer, my dear boy; did But his way was a somewhat peculiar way, cleared the skerm ‘fence at a single bound, was to attract the lioness and not to scare
lil:e other better people before me, I had been yer? Well, all I can say is that a played out on account of the uncertainty of his temper, and> bearing poor Jim-Jim with her, vanished
bitten by the gold ting, and now had to take old claim la a wonderfully queer sort of place and very few people could get on with him ; bito the darkness- t*#yond in the direction of
the consequences. I had bought a claim out ... , 1n , als3,i£ he couid getit, hi wQuidcinnklLke the tithing place that I have already de-
ol which! man had made a foitune-£5,000 to come to for to argify at 10o’clocl of nighty a fob, and when he drank he became shock- scribed. We jumped up, perfectly mad with
or £8.000 at least—as I thought, very cheap; and what’s more, my sweet youth, if ever.1 ingly bloodthirsty. These were his bad horreæ and fear, and rushed after her, firing
that to I had given him £500 down for it. Bhoultl ’avo the argifying of yer-and be pointa; his good ones w.îre that, like most shots at haphazard, on the chance that she
It was all that I had made by a rough l””*! unpleasantly at Harry— yer wont Ieopie 0f the Znlu blood, iie became exceed- would frightened by them into dropping
year’s elephant hunting beyond' the Zam- ’oU01" m mch a i°uy sort wa-7- ”ow ingly attached to one if he took to you at all; ter preyi but nothing could we see and noth-
besi and Isighed deeply and propheti- ni be saying good night, for I dont like dis- he was a hard working acd intelligent man, ing could we hear. The lionets had vanished
callv when I saw my successful friend, who turbing of a family party. No, I ain’t that and about as dare devil and plucky a fellow toto the darkness, taking Jim-Jim with her,
was a Yankee sweep up the roll of Standard sort of a man, I ain’t. Good mght to yer, at a pinch as I have ever had to do vrith. and to attempt to fellow her tiU daylight was
banknotes with the lordly air of the man -™tor Quatermain; good night to yer, my He was about five and thirty years of age or madness. We should only expose ourselves
who made his fortune and cram them Into argued young one,’ and Mr. Tom turned so, but not a ‘keshla’ or ringed man. 1 be- to the risk of a like fate,
his breeches pockets. ‘Well,’I said to him— away disappointed, and prowled off else- lieve that he got into trouble in some wa.y in “So with scared and heavy hearts we crept
the happy vendor—‘It is a magnificent prop- where-1110 a human jackal, to see what he Swaziland, and tho authorities of his ilribe hack to the skerm emd sat down to wait for
ertv and I only hone that my luck will be aa could thieve or kilt would not allow him to assume the ring, and daylight, which now could not be much more
good as yours has been.’ He smiled; to my “‘Thank goodness PI said, as I slipped off that is why he came to work at the gold dim an hour off. It was absolutely useless
excited nerves it seemed that he smiled om- the lump of gold. Kow, then, do you ges fields. The other man, orrather lad, Jin-] im, to try even to disentangle the oxen till then,
inouslv as he answered me in a peculiar up, Harry, and see if that consummate viP was a Mapoch Kafir, or Knobnoee, and even so all that was left for us bo do was to sit and
Yankee drawl- ‘I guess, stranger, as I ain’t lain 1183 8ont-’ Harr7 <Ud so, and reported in the light of subsequent events I fear Chat wonder how it came to pass that one should
the one to make a man quarrel with his food, that he ^ vanished toward Pilgrims Hast, I cannot speak very well of him. He was an t*, taken and the other left, and to hope
more especial when there ain’t no more go- then we set to work, rod very carefully, id]e and careless young rascal, and only that against hope that our poor servant might
ing ottoe rounds; rod as for that there but trembling with excitement, with our very morning I had to toll Pharaoh to give have been mercifully delivered from the lion’s
Aim well, she’s teen a good nigger to me; hands hollowed out all ttol space ot ground y,,, a beating for letting the oxen stray, jaws- At length the taint light came steal-
hut between you and me, stranger, speaking into which Ihad struck the pick. Yes, as 1 which he did with the greatest gusto, al- big uke a ghost up the long slope of bush 
nian to man, now that therein tanyfll thy had hoped, there iras a regnlro nest of mig- though he was, by the way, very fond of and glinted on the tangled oxen's horns, 
lucer between us to ohecnlato the feaüiersot «et», twelve m aU, running from Jim-Jim. Indeed, I saw him consoling Jim- and with frightened faces we got up and
the truth, I guess she’s about worked outl’ a hazelnut to that of a hen s egg, though of Jim afterwards with a pinch of snuff from ^ to the task of disentqygllng the oxen till

“I gasped- the fellow’s effrontery took my course the first cue was much laiger than his own ear box whilst bo explained to him such time as there should be light enough to 
breeth^outof me. Only five minutes before that- How they all came there nobody can that the next time it came in the way ot duty snabie us to follow the trail of the lioness 
te had been swearing by all his gods—and say; it was one of those extraordinary to flog him he meant to thrash him with the which had gone off with Jim-Jim. And here
they appeared to benumerous and mixel— rrcaks> wlth e*°™"°f,7hîî*L,t1 “J rat?'.aU oilier hand, so as to cross the old cuts and a fresh trouble awaited us, for when at last,
that ttaHSe half a dozen fortunes left in l*»ple acquainted with tiluvial gold uu^g make ‘a pretty pattern on his back.’ with infinite dilficnlty, we had got ihe great
the oi.i™ and that he was only gi ving It np "y’ l familiar. It turned out afterward “Well, off they went, though Jun-Jim did helpless brutes loose, it was only to find that
liecause he -was downright weary ofshoveh that 6116 American who had sold me the claim not at ali like leaving the camp at that [hour, one ot them waB Tery tick. There was no
ing the gold out had m the same way made his pile-a much eTen when the moonlight was so bright, and mistake abont the way he stood with his legs

“ ‘Don’t look so vexed, stranger,’ went on larger one than ours, by the way-out of a fn due course returned safely enough with a elightly apart and his head hanging down,
toy tormentor, ‘perhaps thereUs6some shine ,?X'ket’ and P bundle of wood. I laughed at Jim-Jim He had got tho redwater; I was sure of it
in the old girl vet any way yon area down- wlthout seem8 color’ after 1111011 he 8816 am* ssked him if he had seen anything, and of all the difficulties connected with life and 
right good fellow ym are; therefore you ltaP‘ . .. £ . he said yes, he had; he had seen two large, traveling in South Africa those connected
wGL liruess have areal Al old jam, plate 'At <“7 tkere Jhe ““gget" yellow eyes staring at him from behind a 0ren are perhaps the worst. The ox is
riais opSÎStt worlâig <m thTfaeling. -̂‘^«1 oa‘]1^al^ard. bush and heard something snore. the most execrating animü in the world, a
8 about £1,350, so that after all I took out of “As, however, on further Investigation, the negro excepted. He has absolutely no con-

that hole £-150 more than I put into it. We y„i]ow- eyee and the snore appeared to have stitution, and never neglects an opportunity
got them al: out and wrapped them up in a existed only in Jim-Jim’s lively imagination, 0f failing gjck of some mysterious disease.
handkcrcMcf, and then fearing to carry j was not greatly disturbed by this alarming ge ^ get thin upon the slightest provoca-
home so much treasure, especially as we reporti but, having seen to the making up of tion -^d from mere maliciousness die of
knew that Handspike Tom was on the prowl, the flr6) got ^ the skerm and went qufetiy ‘poveiÿy;' whereas it is his cMef delight to
made up our mindsto pass the mght where to Harry by my side. turn round and refuse to pull whenever he
wo wore—a necessity wMcb, disagreeable as “Some hours afterwards I woke up with a find8 himself well in the center of a river, or
it was, was wonderiully sweetened by the I don’t know what woke me. The the wagon wheel nicely fast in a mud hole,
presence of that handkerchief full of virgin moon bad gone down, or at least was almost Drive him a few miles over rough roads and 
geld, wMch represented the interest of my bidden behind the soft horizon of bush., only yOU will find tliat he is footsore; turn him 
la* hatf sovereign. her red rim being visible. Also .a wind had loose to feed and you will discover that he

’ Slowly the night wore away, for with the gpnmg np and was driving long hurrying has run away, or if he has not run away he
fear of Handspike Tom bafere my eyes I did ^nes of cloud across the starry sky, and alto- has of malice aforethought eaten ‘tulip’ and
not dare to go to sleep, and at last the dawn get|ier a great change had come ovur the poisoned himself. There is always some-
came blushing down the aomber ways of mood of ^ night. By the look of the sky I thing wrong with him. The ox is a brute.
ni^lt U1' * 5® P™"™ judged we must bo alxmt two hours from it ,ras of a piece with Ms accustomed be-
growth, till it openM like a vast oelMtial Jdavbreak. havior for tti.i oue in question to break oat
flower apo» the eastern sky, and the sun- ‘-The oxen, which ware as usual tied to the —on purpose, prob^iy—with redwater just
beams begin to sprang in splendor from iisgeiboom of the Scotch cart, were restless— when a lion had walked off with his herder,
mountain top to rnoun n p. I watched ft, kept muffing and blowing and rising It was exactly what I should have expected,

up and lying down again, so I at oncesus- and I was therefore neither disappoint! d nor
CQOTlctloa t____l^hS'I not tyU be- /tpecUxi tbat they must wind somirlhing. surprised.

fore, th XI had had enough gold mining to j know whet it was that they - Well, is wae no use crying, as I should
last me the rat of my natural hfe, and I then wüdedj (or wfihjn ffcfiry- yards of mi a lion almost have liked to do, because if this ox 
a?1t“iere "P ?7™°r,to,1C , d, reared, not very load, hut ({aite load enough hail redwater it was probable that the reet
of PUgnm «Mds» rod shoot tm.- ^ makg my heart into my mouth. ot then had it too, although they had been

“Pharaoh was deeping on the other lide of sollto me as ‘mited.’that is, proofagainst 
took the pick the cart, and beneath it I saw him raise Ms au<:h diseases as redwater and lung sick.
^T^rSeif heed and listen. One gets hardened to this sort of thing m

to wuckJ>.«J*B ttegwere roy more ,. "Linn. Inkoos,’he vrhispered, ‘lien.’ South Africa in course of tune, for 1 guc-
'■Jr”0? M „,ylh!7T„; ■ “Jim-Jim also jam,*,» up, and by the taint pone in no other country in the world is till

in a 5SÎS U“: b*TO,i"‘TOTgn“t ”CJ^yf4££rUing Harry to

f round -Thinking that it vrns as well to be pre- follow me ifor we had to leave Pharaoh to 
pared for emei-gendell I told Pharaoh to look after the oxen-Pbaraoh’s lean kind

oultl not hit off any spoor ot tne lioness, 
„ tough just outside the skerm we saw a drop 

jv two of Mood. About 800 yards from tho 
camp, and a little to the rights, was a patch of 

. sugar bush, mixed with the usual mimosa, and 
for this I made, thinking that the lioness 
would haw been sure to take her prey there 
to devour it. <Dn wo pushed through the 
long grass, that was bent down beneath the 
weight of the soaking dew. En two minutes 
we were wet through up to our thighs, as 
wet as though we had waded through water. 
In due course, however, we reached the 
patch of bush, and in the gray light of the 
morning cautiously and slowly pushed oar 
way into it. It was very dark under the 
trees, for the sun was not yet up, so we walk­
ed with the most extreme care, half expect­
ing every minute to come across the lioness 
licking the bones of poor Jim-Jim. Bat no
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8 606 b)8 30 lfcmce* could we see, and ni» for Jim-Jim, 
there was not even a finger joint of liim to 
be found. Evidently they had not come 
here.

“Bo pushing through the botili we proceeded 
to hunt every other likely spot about, with 
the same result.

“ ‘I suppose she must have taken him right 
away,’ I said at last, sadly enough. ‘At any 
rate, he will be dead by now, so God have 

we can’t help him. What’s to
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ELY’SA. M. CHRISTOPHER.
y on Mm, 

be done now?
“ ‘I suppose that we had better wash our­

selves in the pool and then go back and get 
something to eat. I am filthy,’ said Harry.

“This was a practical, if a somewhat un­
feeling, suggestion. At least it struck me as 
unfeeling to talk of wasMng when poor Jim- 
Jim had been so recently eaten. However, I 
did not let my sentiment carry me away, so 
we went down to the beautiful spot that I 
have described, to wash. I was the first, to 
reach it, wMch I did by scrambling down the 
ferny bank. Then 1 turned round and started 
back with a yell, as well I might, for from 
almost beneath my feet there came a most 
awful snarl.

“I had lit down almost upon the back of 
the lioness, who had been sleeping on the slab 
where we stood to dry ourselves after bath­
ing. With a snarl and a growl, before I could 
do anything, before I could even (rock my 
rifle, she had bounded right across the crystal 
pool and vanished over the opposite bank. 
It was all done in an instant, as quick as 
thought.

“She had been sleeping on the slab, and 
oh, horror ! what was that sleeping beside 
her ? It was the red remains of poor Jim- 

lying on a patch of blood stained rock.
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Mr. J. ti. Steaoy, general merchant, of 
Eeoott, Ontario, says : I take great pleasure 
in recommending “Tamarac Elixir.” I 
suffered from a severe cough for several 
months, which was considered incurable 
although I tried numerous remedies, and 
was under the care of a phynician for some 

Nothing relieved me until I used 
“Tamarac ” The first duee of “Tamarac” 

od than all the

B “‘Oh! father, father!’ shrieked Harrv, 
Took in the water.’

“I looked. There, floating in the center 
of the lovely, tranquil pool, was Jim-Jim’s 
head. The lioness had bitten it right off, 
and it had rolled down the sloping rock into 
the water.

Best,
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less shoot. Indeed at night it is absolutely 
useless to attempt to shoot unless the object 
is very close and standing perfectly still, and 
then the light is so deceptive and it is so diffi­
cult to see the foresight that the best shot 
will miss more often than he hits.

“The question that now remained was how 
I knew thatW. ti DICKSON, M. B.,
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l0() 01 OF CANADA. “ ‘She will be back again presently,’ I said:
‘look out, but for heaven’s sake don’t fire un-

1 ‘Hardly were the words out of my mouth 
when back she came and again passed the ox 
without strilring him.

“ ‘What on earth is she doing?1 whispered t | 
Harry.

“ ‘Playing with it as a cat does a mouse, I 
suppose- She will kill it presently.’

“As I spoke the lioness once more flashed ; ;|K 
oui; of the bush, and this time sprang right 
over the doomed ox. It was an exciting 
sight to see her clear Mm in the bright moon­
light, as though it were a trick that she had 
been taught.

“ ‘I believe that she escaped from a circus, 
whispered Harry; ‘it's jolly to see her jump.’

“I said notMng, but I thought to myself 
that if it was Master Harry did not quite ap­
preciate the performance, and small bland 
to him. At any rate, Ms teeth were chatter­
ing; a bit

“Then came a longish pause, and I began 
to think that she must have gone away, 
when suddenly she appeared again, and 
wilih one mighty bound landed right on to 
the ox and struck it a frightful blow with 
her paw.

‘ ‘Down it went, and lay on the ground, f 
Sho put down her wicked looking head with 
a fierce growl of contentment. When she > v; 
lifted her muzzle again and stood facing us \ = 
obliquely, I whispered, ‘Now’s our time, fire 
when I do.’

“I got on to her as well as 1 could, but . 
Harry, instead of waiting for me as I told ” 
him, fired before I did, and that of course 

the smoke cleared, how- 
that the lioness

less I tell you to.’
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burned me. When 
ever, I was delighted to see

rolling about on tho ground behind 
the body of the ox, which covered her 
iu such a fasMon, however, that we could not 
shoot again to make an end of hear.

’
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G. W. DÜNPHY. V.S. ‘“She’s done for! she’s dead.* jVHed 
Pharaoh in exultation; and at that very Mo­
ment the lioness, with a sort of convuldve: 
rush, half rolled, half sprang into the patch 
of thick bush to the right. I fired after her 
as she went, but eo far as I could see without 
result. Indeed, the probability is that I 
missed her clean. At any rate, she got to the 
bush in safety, and once there, began to make 
such a diabolical noise as I never heard be­
fore. She would whine and shriek, then 
burst out into perfect volleys of roaring that 
shook the whole place.

“ ‘Well,’ I said, ‘we must just let her roar; 
to go into that bush after her at nightj 
be madness.’

‘ At that moment, to my astonishment and 
alarm, there came an answering roar from 
the dir ection of the river and then another ; 
from behind the swell of bush. Bridentây j y 
tiure were more lions about. The wounded 
lioness redoubled her efforts, with the object,, ^
I suppose, of summoning the others to her as­
sistance. At any rato they came, and 
quickly, too, for within five minutes, peeping | 
through the bushes of our skerm fence, we 
saw a magnificent lion bounding along to- 
W6ird us through the tall tamboulin grass 
that in the moonlight looked for all the world 
like ripening corn. On he came in great 
leaps, and a glorious sight i^was to see 
When within fifty yards or so he stood still 
in an open space and roared, and the lionets 
roared too, and then there came a third roar, 
and another great black maned lion stalked 
majestically up and joined Na 3, and really 
I liegan to realize what Jim-Jim must have 
undergone.

44 ‘How, Harry,’ I tvhispered, ‘whatever 
you do, don't fire—it’s too risk)'. If they let
US bo. 1st them L» 7
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“For hour after hour we waited, keeping 
ourselves awake by pinching each other—it 
is, by the way, remarkable what a difference 
in the force of pinches requisite to the occa­
sion exists in the mind of pincher and 
pinchee—but no lioness came. The moon 
waxed and the moon waned, and then at last 
the moon went down, and darkness swal­
lowed up the world, but no lion came to 
swallow us up. We waited till dawn, because 
we did not dare to go to sleep, and then at 
last we took such rest as wo could get.

“That morning we went out shooting, not 
because we wanted to, for we were too de­
pressed and tired, but because we had no 
more meat. For three hours 
wandered about in a broiling sun looking 
for something to kill, but absolutely with no 
results. For some unknown reason the 
game had grown very scarce about the spot, 
though when I was there two years before 
every sort of large game except rhinoceros 
and elephant was particularly abundant. 
The lions, of whom there were many, alone 
remained, and I fancy it was the fact of the 
game they live on having temporarily mi­
grated that made them so daring and fero­
cious. As a general rule a lion is an amiable 
animal enough if he is let atone, but a 
hungry lion is almost as dangerous as a 
hungry man. One hears a great many dif­
ferent opinions expressed as to whether or 
no the lion is remarkable for Ms coimage, 
but the result of my experience is that very 
much depends upon the state of Ms stomach. 
A hungry lion will not stick at a trifle, 
whereas a full one will llee at a very small 
rebuke.

“Well, we hunted all abou'5 and nothing 
could we see, not even a duck or a bush buck, 
«pH at last, thorougMy tired aod out of tem­
per, we started on our way Mick to camp, 
passing over the brow of a stojpish hill to do 
so. Just as we got over the ridge I froze up 
like a pointer dog, for there, atoout 600 yards 
to my left, Ms beautiful curved horns out­
lined against the soft blue of the sky, I saw 
a noble koodoo bull (strepsiceros kudu). Even 
at tliat distance—for, as y*m know, my eyes 
are very keen—I could distinctly see the white 
stripes upon its side when the light fell upon 
it and its large and pointed ears twitch as the 
flies worried it.

“So far so good; but how w ere we to get 
at itt It was ridiculou#*o risk a shot at that 
great distance, and yet both the ground 
and the wind lay very ill for .stalking. It 
seemed to me that the only chance would 
be to make a detour of at least a mile or 
more and come up on khe other side of the 
koedoo. I called Harry to my side and ex-
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BLOOD WILL TIU.
There is no queetior- about it—blood will 

Specially if it be an impure blood.
I Bio c.es, eruption*, pimp and bode, am 
ail *> roptome of an impure blood, due to the - 
improper action of the liver. When this 111 
important organ fails to properly perform ite 'Ml 
fouc ion of purifying and clean ling the 

| > m>d. imparities are carried to aU parte of f||j 
n.ystem, and tbe symptoms above 

|ref*-rr-d to arc merely evidence» of the 
uggle ot Nature to throw off tho poison- 

u. germs Unless ber warning be heeded 
m time, aérions resuite are certain to follow 
cu mioatiog in liver or kidney disorders, or 
*-ven io consumption Dr Pierce’s Guide* 
Mrdicei Discovery will prevent nnd oure 
uene diseases, by restoring the 1 ver to a 

oeaitby condition.
The Haldimand election gietition was dis­

missed on Saturday. ,
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plained to him what I thought wotiM he «IT b.-wever e ight it may stem, ie » 
best course, when suddenly, without any ..ns coédition if the tronbm ie : „ 
delay, tbe koodoo saved us any further Burdock B'ood Bitiers should U tak< 
trouMe by suddenly starting (iff down the once, it ie the beet regelates of the kid 
hill like a leaping rocket. I don’t know what liver and blood known t> She wodjj. 
had frightened it; certainly we had not. -4 xhe mow blockade was raised co me 
Perhaps a hyena or a leopard—a tiger as ire tue railways yesterday.
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- ALLEN’S LUNG BALSAM of Fortune. Any way it will bring the 

muscle up on your firm, for the stuff is un­
common stiff, and what is more, you will in 
tiie course of u year earn a sight more than 
$2,000 in value of experience.’

“And he went just in time, for in another 
.minute I should have gone for him, and I 
;$aw his face no more.

“Well, I set to work on the oM daim with 
my boy Harry and half a dozen Kafirs to 
help me, which, seeing that I had put nearly 
all my worldly wealth into it, was tbe least 
I could do. And we worked, my word we 
did work—early and late we went at it—but 
never a bit of gold did we see; no, not oven 
a nugget large enough to make a scarf pin 
out ot The American gentleman had se­
cured it all and .toft us the sweepings.

“For three months this went on, till at 
last I paid away all, or very near all, that 
was left of om* little capital in wages and 
food for the Kafirs and ourselves. When I 
tell you that Boer meal was sometimes as 
high as £4 a bag, you will understand that 
it did not take long to run through our bank­
ing account.

“At last the 
night I had paid the men as usual, and 
bought amuid of mealie meal at 60s. for 
them to fill themselves with, and then I wait 
with my boy Harry and sat on the edge of 
the great hole that we had dug in the hill 

had in bitter mockery

Hiving purehseed the 26c. 60c. and $1.00 per bottle.Pertiee intending to viuit the Old Country ere 
requested to cell at my office for further iofornutflon 
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