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hmen. - The Methodist Conference a Despotism.

T \® As for my people, children are their oppressors, and women rule over them.” Ieai.iii, TH,
.g‘::::'i)‘:ﬁlg ‘ My people are destroyed for lack ofknawledgé." Hosea iv. 6. '
y e -

and his A ¥ «8piritual despotism in Methodism is a mere chimera, and no reality. Wh.ere the
and.lus Aposy oluntary principle reigns the people have no cause to fear. A priest-ridden people are
cclesiastical o[, ho pitied ; but a people-ridden priest deserves more pity !"--The Christian Guar-
Wian, No. 798,19th February, 1845,

the Maynoothf§ The author of the foregoing paragraph should have knowp, that what
ns,—from thef$he was writing was partly utterly false—parily unquestionably true,
of Popery onf#Hle knows that the Conference of the Methodist church is an unmiti-
e equal lrulhﬁ. pated spiritual despotism—aliogether as irresponsible to the people as any
nest. Whatyffouncl of Romish Cardinals is to the subjects of their power. One man
a curse has if#in Conference may authoritatively control, at his will, the whole of the
y—Why doestimovements of the body, and sell them like a flock of sheep to other
n members of §nasters—as has been done ;—but the whole membership united, could not
od to be antif Wby il8 voice, remove that one man, or l.hw.nrt any of his favorite schemes
JusT BECAUSI| however, hostile to the people {md Injurious to the cause of religion.
how otherwisi #l'his must be so, as popular choice and ministerial responsibility form no
Y. lement in the system. There is md-eed a semblance of deference to the
ppinions of members—a semblance of power in their hands ;—but it is

‘TANT' » [pnly the liberty which the tyrant giveg his slave—the liberty to dig hie
) ) Hlittle garden patch—to raise and sell ite little products—(the money arising
sm §*? [ §rom which he may at any time demand)—and to go to church on Sunday.
o had, like ailfSAll the play-things of commiitees to raise money, to be ultimately
Puscyite, thifmanaged by the Preachers without controul—and for such like purposes
so consistentlyf¥—are adjusted so as to trench not in the smallest degree upon the power
don applied lo%r pf Conference, nor to unnerve in the minutest function, the iron-arm of
w whether MrS8he Leaders. Did not the author of the foregoing extract insert a para-
¢ in principle Sgraph in the Journal of Conference, immediately afier its last Session, to
- the Church!S8he effect that, PETITIONS FROM THE PEOPLE, although not sanctioned by
w, “the E s rules, had in some cases been graciously tolerated ! by the Confereniial
mbers to profes@ardinals! | And, is it not a fact, beyond all question,—that no meeting
tarians, and i88f members, however numerous, intelligent, and pious, is allowed even
» their mother@humbly to petition Conference without the consent of a Preacher—a
-and daughter@@ember of that Conference presiding at such meeting 7  But ¢ where the
Woluntary principle reigns, the people have 1o cause to fear,” says this

@Bolon of the Guardian :—doubtless this is the case —But let any man,

uiside of an insane Hospital, sny, whether ¢ the voluntary principle”

'ir system—arB@eigns’ in the one case to which I have referred, and it is only oneof a
'gn as a reasoifhousand—unless indeed he means by it, the voluntaryism of the Preachers,
to poss away,B8-their will—in defiance of the will of the people! ¢4 priest-ridden

it.  Tmportani@@eople are to be pitied,” says he :—verily, this cannot be denied !—and he
' Saltan is novBs one who is guilty of the crime of riding them. But, says Solon, *“a
ducation of the@eople-ridden priest, is more to bz pitied! !" That is—it is pitiable when
like raising thé8he wili of one man, or a icw Preachers, authoritatively claims the
the power and88ubmission of all the Christian congregations—but tenfold more pitiable

gh the light of8hen the will of the Christian congregations commands the respect and
hat his religioi@8eference of that one man,or of a few Preachers! Thisis sound Romish logic,
ent of the rive’@ind the people should #tudy it.  Call ¢ no man your Father upon earth,’”’
under Colonelfilid Christ,—yet, the sinners in Conference—who, but a few years ago,
x or eight yeariBere all Farmers and Mechanics, like other men—(and we commend them
nowledged thilflls such—for going out 1o prench the Gospel)—now ** Lord it over God's
| Be this asiif8erilage,’’ make a prey of the people—and are addressed in publie




