
V

n-: v •

!

V
'

-i :-T-m

i
:<y

SUNDAY MORNING? THE TORONTO WORLD. MARCH 27 1910 , 7 T

4-B ■w
IWeird Story of One of the Strangest and Most Pathetic Funerals 

When the Bodies of Thirty-Seven Miners Were Buried
I on Record 

in Frozen Northland
iter : ~>y<

— ' —

pril 20th.

Aftermath of Disaster 
I Of Which Outside World

Heard All But Nothing

traveler in Alaska carries his winter 
stores upon as he mushes thru the 
(treat white silence.

Here the bodies were laid carefully 
upon the sleighs, and made fast.

Walked Single File,
For the moat part, the men drawing 

the sleds walked single tile, and If one 
stepped a few inches to the right or 
left his feet dropped thru the cruet 
of the snow. They proceeded careful­
ly. however, and the sad Journey of a 
mile or more was made without acci­
dent. - : '

On the same afternoon, the bodies 
of 17 Montenegrins, Slavonians and 
Austrians were burled from the Rus­
sian Church In the same manner. That 
afternoon nearly every dog sled was 
needed.

On Sunday following the other two- 
funerals'took place, one from the Con- 

. gregatfona! Church and one from the 
Swedish Lutheran.

The cause of the catastrophe Is still 
a profound mystery. The powder mag­
azines In all the mines owned by the 
Treadwell Company are located near 
the shafts, conforming to the rulese 
of good mining engineering—since the 
disaster In thé Butte mine, when the 
magazine was located some distance 
from the shaft exploded, filling the 
drift with gases and cutting off from 
escape the miners who were at work 
in the slopes beyond where the explo­
sion had occurred. To avoid this,' 
the Treadwell mines, where no­
thing Is omitted which can 
make human life more secure, 
all the magazines on all the levels 
are located near the shafts, so that the 
fumes will go up the shaft, and the 
danger of cutting off the workers from 
escape is obviated.

A number of quartz mine explosions 
have occurred in other mines thru the 
practice of thawing powder (which al­
ways freezes In the winter) by can­
dles In the mine. Tills practice Is not 
permitted In any of the Treadwell 
mines, and the powder is thawed by 
steam on the surface, and brought 
to the magazine on each level m suf­
ficient quantities for one day's use on­
ly.

When Explosion Occurred.
The powder magazine on each

level Is a room blasted out
of solid rock, heavily timbered
at one end, equipped with “ a 
eteel grated door which is kept
locked except at certain times when 
the powder is Issued to the men. The 
last time at which powder should have 
been Issued from the magazine on the 
night of March 2, was a few minute» 
after 11 o'clock, and, under the custom 
of the slope bosses and orders of the 
company, at 11.30, when the explosion 
occurred, the Iron door should have l/ 
been locked, and the slope bosses 
should have been at the shaft, ready 
to superintend the.entering of the cage 
by the men, who are taken to the sur­
face every night at this hour for sup­
per. There Is every reason to believe 
that the door was locked, and the 
slope bosses at (he shaft.

Had the explosion occurred at any 
other time In the night, had It hap­
pened a few minutes earlier or a few 
minutes later, pot more than a <ew 
lives, would haye been lost. A* it was. 
hut one man escaped from death, 
which was Instantaneous, or nearly so. 
The explosion did not take place un­
til all work had been suspended, and

Like Nothing Else In 
History of Christian 

Burials—A Strange Story
stomer* 100 
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1ET It it Big Undertaking to Dig One Grave in the North in Winter and in 
This Case the Task Was Overwhelming.

Ground Frozen Hard Had To Be Blasted Out In Windrow*—Path Ovei^
Hard Trails Thru Rough Country;00 DOUGLAS, Alaska,‘Maech 2«.—(Spe­

cial.)—Th« funeral of the 37 miners 
who met death In the explosion In the 

Mexican mine here on the night of 
March 2, 1910. was like nothing else in 
the history of Christian burials, and 
yet lacked nothing of those tributes 

hy which we seek to sooth the pain 
Of death. There have been quartz mine 
catastrophiez of greater magnitude, 
ànd very many have been the coal

the men assembled at the shaft,wait­
ing to ascend.

No theory which regards the explo­
sion as in accident has been advanced 
which will satisfactorily account for 
all the conditions which are known to 
have existed at the time of the disas­
ter. A strike was Instituted against 
the Treadwell Company by the West­
ern Federation of Miners three years 
ago, and when the strike failed, there 
were many thréats. but there is ne 
evidence, except the circumstances re­
lated above, of foul play, and this the­
ory of the disaster Is not acceptable 
to the management.

Only Four Were Married.
Fortunately, out of the thirty-seven 

men who lost their lives, only four 
were married and only two of these 
have children. »

The Treadwell Company-has always 
continued on Its pay roll, after death, 
at the same wage, the name of every 
married man who has been killed in 
the operation of Its properties, paying 
the amount each month to the widow, 
and this too without rrirhrd to its legal 
liability. The- same thing Is done In 
the case of cripples whether married 
or single.
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mine disasters where the number of 
the victims seem few by comparison, 
but never before, even In the wilds of 
Alaska, where the facilities 
Christian burial are so primitive and 

In the winter so difficult, have there 
been so many victims of a single ac­
cident, nor the funeral Ingenuity of 
man so taxed.
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"A singlue burial In Alaska In winter, 
even In Southeastern Alaska,la fraught 
with difficulties. The ground Itself la 
froZeh to a considerable depth, arid 
often the heavy snows are half thawed 
end then frozen. There Is theh the 
difficulty of conveying I he dead to thu 
aemetery. over unused and often hard­
ly passable trails, In a country which 
Is so sparsely settled, death Is an In­
frequent visitor, and where hearses are 
unknown.

On the day following the disaster, 
while the dead were being prepared for 
li'iria! at the hospital, a corps of 
ThUnget -Indians, under the direction 
of Robert Klnzle. superintendent or 
the Treadwell Company, were fighting 
their way, thru the Ice and frozen 
ground, digging graves In the little 
cemetery which has sufficed for Doug­
las Island for 20 years. It was a slow 
process, but the task was completed on | 
lime.
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THE ARCH.m ■X
The consensus of opinion among the 

learned is to the effect that the arch 
was Invented by the Romans. Romo 
claim that Archimedes of Sicily was 
the inventor, while there are others 
who would make It to be of Etrurian 
origin, but there can be no doubt about 
the fact that the Romans were the 
first to apply the principle to architec­
ture. The earliest Instance of Its use 
is In the case of the Cloaca Maxima, or 
Great Sewer, of Rome? built about 6S* 
B C. by the first of the Tarquin line of 
kings, a work which is regarded by the 
historians as being one of the meet 
stupendous monuments of antiquity. 
Built entirely without cement. It la still 
doing duty after a service of almost 
tvventy-flve centuries.
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The men were buried in four funer- 
i‘ s’a. The first occurred from the 
I Church of Our Lady of the Mines on 

Saturday morning, two days after the 
-atestrouhe. »,nd from Here nine ho- 

: files were taken to their final resting 
I place. From the church door to the 

i-rtge of th'e city the caskets were borne 
by the comrades of the dead men, and 
the population of Douglas Island fol­
lowed on foot. At the city limits the 
fortîge halted, for here the trail nar- 
owed. A. thin path had been broken 

ard beater, down by the Indians and 
ijiose of.the white men who directed 
hetnV for ..(heirs were the only feet 
vhieh bad threaded their way to the FROM THE CHURCH TO THE OUTSKIRTS OK THE LITTLE TOWN 
‘•meterj since the snow had fallen. OF DOUGLAS THE DEAD MINERS WERE BORNE BY THEIR COM. 

Here dog^slcds waited—such as thu RADES.
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■m mmimi’^lS^Kiag Street, a:m THE FIRST COMEDY.
Thalia is the muse of comedy arid 

lyric poetry. Suearion and Dolon, sup­
posed Inventors of theatrical exhibi­
tions, 52 B.C., performed the first com­
edy at Athens, on a wagon or movable 
stage, or, four wheels, and were re- 
v/arded with a basket of figs and a cask 
of wine.
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my- Powers thinks his girls are all | ear, -Go West, sweet maid, go wesV I made all kinds of Inducements to have ! 
member* o, lio> alt), or will be some and she went as far west as BrO/trl-, I hpr abandon it Her unci® •
day. Talk about striking It rich— wav and Thl tv-ninth-street where tu* °f the -

HiaU-rnl,». “LI,well that Is precl.-ely the Idea In the ghe appeared as ill • leader of’the uc- Liu’ u ,Ne^ X?rk "P re?,e courtship was interrupted when I)
lhe Members O. Havana Oc- ca„0 cf t)ie -Hello Girls" who nightly tette r PHer beauty was lauded along tF>^ to discourage his | returne<l to New York this falf,tette More Fortunate Than «Ing: U.e Grc^me Way and^n cam! nolToZl ° ‘ a81,lratlon8 but the Impulsive and hot-headed young

Their Siïter* of Fiorodora -Hello, people, people hello! vorce” has wf^lm de^cbe'l’ r^h'" efr^d;‘^iat°^alr*^ Mal: the AtUnUcaocea°n Separate him *from
„ __ • 0-1 They are a Hve'v lot of alrls ,, rce nM nlm agam detached, den, has offered to adopt her and send .he »iri of hl<- choicefame_ June Brides Will Wear Th„8„ clrlF from London town: Xearl^everv n!ghtau?e^îftwnheewa» ‘° t0 ™*ke her a ladv of Then there is Vivian Raymond, an-
June Roses Each, onP dress»-d Just like the rest £ he found in the front r„w Tnd k . tU 0m», vC8 a"d *er''an.t* other Brooklynite, who has profited

In Just a simple gown. wa" t0 "e found In the front row, and galore, but she will have none of It. bv the examn e set bv her "co-oct=tt-
tta’t It nice to be a Hello Girl," to ^hey didn't mind much where they went ^hen he chanced to meet the spar.c- Miss Mayo likes her work and says Dolly Filley and "has dabbled with

b« admired, wined and dined by no- ^n^a^gTth^lSe't^r*"1 cSSnnZ ' ™ ‘ ^ “t,9t te,We She ticker, and stocks, and she has already

4l!ty and all the swell set thruoul wh,re ,ha“H^„gL"!,fctl Thia «ummer when Miss Kelly .is- Frances Belmont, a "Fiorodora" T "sextë ter"
Uie world. Hr"“ I eap,c' Ited London. Frank Gould was not girl, acquired a husband and a title at w,thou? mcnev "In marry a title how

'lliese lucky girls who comprise the It looks very much as If Fdlth Feiiv very far away- In fact, they were one time, when she married Baron , w)n ^ f,e before an "octetter"
M-ttc with "Havana, ' the London who was the l»ad»r of the now fain ,us eo0n 80 much together that a report A-hburton. and Edna Croxton, Dolly w,,h mon„,. iK gnuiiLed up by someXew York musical comedy of -„e|,o Peopll " wll^ "go to^ Fmnk ‘he exclusive Savoy Hotoi, F iley rnd Ed tb Kelly have almost ôf thoïe tlUe-hordlng fortune hunHng
» hi'll James T. Powers is Hie sta., o0uld that Frank Gould and his American equally brilliant possibilities. foreigners'*
are happy, .... She 1» an English girl, nineteen yua's ^ ''** reF,8tered" Dolly Fllley 1. an original "octetter." Verily th- day (f the "sextette" is

fhe company has left the New ) oik ol(, and stunning Young as she Is Every one remembers Erminie Haw. Almost any day may bring the an- done and the hour of the “octette" 
t-sslno. which place has been their no* the fffst affair of the h-ari let' the fa,r Brooklyn girl of Floro- nouncement of her engagement to a °as struck,
icmc for two seasons and will he seen |n whlvl| ghe ha figured When “he llora' fame‘ whu was recently cho.ien wealthy banker of New York, a mem-

*' n"<t week. Tills bevy of news- xvag ohlv r|xteen gI,c became enga- ed ! by Harrison Usher as the model In her of the Yale class of 1903, who iras
I'1'1 beauties has the original "Flor- t0 n millionaire eunnôwdér I faCe and tolTO »» an inspiration lor been courting her assiduously ever
<k''a Sextette" beaten befor- they manufacturer tut the affair ’an^’d ! tl1c new Harrison Flsi.er girl. since he saw her at the show. Every
*»;. Th- fact Is tiv.u the octette of somehow ln the "Fiorodora ' sextette at one night he took her to her home in a big
tie "Havana" musical show hide farr Then Edith v ent on thé stage and time wae Dessa Gibson, who gave yellow touring car, and when the show
to achieve a g, eater amount of fame began break1»* more hearts in g week Charles Dana Uioson tne inspiration left the Casino, he was on hand to

,u,a“. 1,r'feU ««• lucky than she earned pounds In a month. and lurnished the type lor «is well- help more.
■VYomdora Sextette. In fact. "Jim- | The voles of destiny whispered In her k"own ®i1b,on «‘dow. Dessu Gibson Thanks to his valuable tips Dolly has

afterward became engaged to the Mar- made a tidy little fortune on the stock 
quis d! Rudlnl, son of a former Italian m&rktt, and she Is practically of mde- 
pritne minister, but the engagement pendent means to-day.
Was broken off. Erminie Clark may turn out to oc

A good many of the girls who at the luckiest of all. Frances Belmont 
one time or another appeared ln the married her baron, and Dessa Gibson 
famous eexutte ofJlFlorodora" subse- nearly married her marquis, but the 
queritly iiecame famous leading lad- glrl w.|th the operatic name may mar­
ies, and the "Havana" octette seems to ry her duke. Yes, when she was in 
be Just as auspicious a nursery for England this summer the Duke of 
budding Modjeskas and Bernhardts. Leinster, the best match In Europe to- 

Against Daisy Green, the effete day> fen head over heels In love with 
“Fiorodora" collection, Daisy became the simple chorus maiden. Report 
a prima donna to be sure, but pr*ity had jt t|iat his romantic somersaults 
Caroline Green of "Havana" fame had landed him at the feet of a Spjn- 
marrled a Colorado millionaire. lgh danclng girl, but It would seem

Then there was Edna Croxton, who 
daughter of Edward M. Sleek,

Wh.m
Edna was sixteen, she eloped with 

W. Croxton, a well-known 
railway man. but she repented •m,l 
went on the stage. She had the stage 
fever so had that her younger sister,
Helen caught It. and both of them »«*t 
out for New York, with an Irate fath­
er In close pursuit.

Both of the parents had originally 
been opposed to the stage aspiration 
of their daughters, but the mother hud 
u tlmately acquies-ed. Little Helen 
had Just been initiated Into all the 
glories of her diesm when her deter- 
m'ned father appeared breathlessly be­
hind f’e scenes and forbade her to go 
on Mr. Steck w ao a big man, and 
Hei ’u, tho <■ eternilnei. was very* 
slight. Helen did not go on. but Edna,

! being older, was a’lowed to proceed 
; with her part. And she sang that 
; "Where shall we go next?" so prettily, 
j that a well-known wealthy New York- 
i er lost no opportunity to cultivate her 
! acquaintance. His attentions were 
! very persistent, and t'z> It Js at pree- 
I ent a dark secret, the fact is that be- 
i foré long Edna will get her divorce 

and her marriage to the broker will 
be immediately announced.

Pec'lc Va'-o, a pretty nvmhcr o'- ii" 
o t tfe c-me .ef h good old N"*w F,m- 

, Irnd fa till". They like meet famili-s j 
are opposed to the stage and they have

how Girls to MarryEyeglasses I now that pretty Dolly cut more of a 
figure with him. The progress of his

oit y

Jennie Busiey, the comedienne, lias been 
granted a divorce.

Marie Cahill and her husband, Arthur 
Klein, were ejected from a tlieatre In 
Atlanta, Ua„ because she refused to re­
move her hat.

On Her Trial Trip.
OOLCHEftTEJî, Ont.. March 29. — 

(Special.)—The new steamer Rochester' 
passed here this afternoon on her trial 
trip down to southeast shoal making 
good progress with no Ice in sight.
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SHAKSPERE’S GREATEST PLAY. HfwmMmm............ .. m ï ■ :It is Impossible tv say which of Shak- 
thc “greatest." It is .........msmmwmmm*...............

jz/th
spere’s play is 
safe to say that the greatest uf his 
productions are "The Tempest," "Ju­
lius Caesar," "Hamlet," "Lear," "Mac- >• 
beth" and "Othello," but to pitch upon 
any one of these six. or of the others. 
ag being the greatest would be a bit 
of unpardonable temerity, It Is a ques­
tion of individual taste and -Judgment. 
Some -claim that “Hamlet" bears the , 
palm, others are found to be in favor I 
of giving the high honor to "Macbeth," 
while each one of his 15 or 20 greater 
plays seems the "greatest" to Some- 
people. 'Perhaps the most talked of, if j 
not the most popular, of the Shaksper- . 
ean dramas Is "Hamlet"; while the I 
majority of the pronounced Shaksperean 
critics unite In pronouncing '£Tho Tem­
pest" to be .the>hlgh-water mark of the 
great dramatist's wonderful genius.
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CAREFULLY FASTENED TO THE DOG SLED, THE HEARSE OF THE
"SOURDOUGH."ÆwianceS 9

m

Wlrnm
mmmhIÉÉ ï

or three months, 
kook well always,be- 
rlown your clothM

Wmm ©
-

Ef*B|
( /‘MY VALET," M*

mtt. iAdelaide St. W

ORIENTAL RUGSReilly Wedding.
Ir Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
-••ry-6 venue, was the 
i wedding last week, 

Gertrude, was 
Frank Reilly of X-w 

: XL K. Reilly, Plilla- 
|;- i. Mr. Turnbull. Mr. 

his daughter. who 
qmvii of Xnttler td»e 

with plumed ha) to 
M shower bouquet of 

h'-r gift from the g 
moud ring. Mrs. J.H. r 

6 of honor, wore a paM 
picture hat and violets 

unburst of pearls from 
i Burk acted as best 
Mrs. Reilly left In the 
honeymoon across the
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the millionaire coal dealer. K’/Æ Mmm,
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Reduced Prices
^ J' ' "" '
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m I £m As our present quarters are too small for proper display of oar 
Oriental Rug* and as the alterations being made to enlarge 
our showrooms will require all the space we can get, 
offering our entire stock of rugs at greatly reduced prices.
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Housefurnishing Time is Rug Time. V; . m rm ■ Wm.■)Q HABIT -;.v

i W hile you are moving or re-furnishing or housecleaning, let 
us wash and clean your Oriental rugs by our strictly Persian 
-process.

I" mf■* loiiaccy remedy ie- 
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bi-.- medicine, and on,y
r the tongue with It
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R HABIT Courian, Babayan & Co.

40 King Street East.
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W.T|'mVV V ,wlxDHOWS, WERE LITERALLY HEWN OUT OK
tDMuTxv,V<;KT LNV1AX8 BV FROM THE CITY LIMITS THE CASKETS WERE DRAWN OX DOG SLEDS 

OVER A NARROW TRAIL.

i
’ I.

*

x
.Ax .

*jF

J

m

mam

Hr *

mmm

Â m
i

wm

m

■ y.?%

»

V
.-.

iÂ
W

'


