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from India. Hobhouse, who was a friend of Durham's,

introduced Turton to the Governor, and the latter seems

to have promised Turton the post as an act of kindness.

Unfortunately, Turton had appeared before the House of

Lords about four years before in connection with a very

painful scandal, and when the news of the appointment

got out Melbourne was alarmed. He told Durham plainly

that he could not consent ; the Earl, however, felt that he

had pledged his word, and he knew that the opposition

was not based on any zeal for morality. Durham, too,

seems to have been misled as to his power to make and

revoke the appointment, but after two days he agreed that

Turton should go out as his private friend only.

Another man to whom Durham had promised an appoint-

ment was the famous Edward Gibbon Wakefield. Durham
had come into contact with him in connection with a scheme

for colonising New Zealand, and was a pupil of Wakefield

and Molesworth in colonial matters. Like Turton, Wake-

field had a past He was, however, a far abler man, and

the appointment of Wakefield could be more easily

justified. As he received no definite position as yet, he

attracted little attention. The other appointments were

unexceptionable, especially that of the brilliant Charles

BuUer, pupil of Carlyle, and Radical M.P. Buller, Wake-

field and Durham each possessed different yet comple-

mentary gifts, and were bound together by common
interests and personal affection. Turton was not one of

the inner circle, and his presence, to which so much evil

can be traced, was only due to Durham's chivalry.

If the Earl of Durham did not possess the gift of origi-

nality, he was an apt pupil, and could improve upon the

ideas of others. It has been mentioned that Roebuck's

speech before the House of Lords was rather more con-

structive than usual. He there outlined a plan he had

often urged before for the government of Canada. It was

little more than a suggestion, but to Durham th vas

enough. It was the Earl's object to win * support of


