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Part II. Competency and Procedure.

Article 17. The Judicial Court of Arbitration is competent to
deal with all cases submitted to it, in virtue either of a general
undertaking to have recourse to arbitration or of a special agree-
ment.

Article 18. The delegation is competent:
I. To decide the arbitration referred to in the preceding article,

if the parties concerned are agreed that the summary procedure,
laid down in Part IV, Chapter IV, of the convention for the pacific
settlement of international disputes is to be applied

;

a. To hold an inquiry under and in accordance with Part III
of the said convention, in so far as the delegation Is intrusted with
such inquiry by the parties acting in common agreement. With
the assent of the parties concerned, and as an exception to Article 7,
paragraph i, the members of the delegation who have taken part
in the inquiry may ait as judges, if the case in dispute is submitted
to the arbitration of the court or of the delegation itself.

Article 19. The de!<;gation is also competent to settle the
compromb referred to in Article 52 of the convention for the
pacific settlement of international disputes if the parties are agreed
to leave it to the court.

It is equally competent to do so, even when the request is only
made by one of the parties concerned, if all attempts have failed
to reach an understanding through the diplomatic chamiel, in the
case of

—

I. A dispute covered by a general treaty of arbitration con-
cluded ^r renewed after the present convention has come into
force providing for a compmmis in all disputes, and not either
explicitly or implicitly excluding the settlement of the compmmis
from the competence of the delegation. Recourse cannot, how-
ever, be had to the court if the other party declares that in its
opinion the dispute does not belong to the category of questions
to be submitted to compulsory arbitration, unless the treaty of
arbitration confers upon the Arbitration Tribunal the power of
deciding this preliminary question.

3. A dispute arising from contract debts claimed from one
power by another power as due to its nationals, and for the settle-
ment of which the offer of arbitration has been accepted. This
arrangement is not applicable if acceptance is subject to the con-
dition that the compmmis should be settled in some other way.
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