
Laying and Incubation.-The duck, with the exception of the Indian Ui.nner.
IS not noted for heavy e^,.' produetion but the Indian Runners fretpientlv lay ix^ many
as the ordinary hen and may lay ever>- month in the year. Usually the other dueks
do not lay before spring. When they are at liberty to po where they please, thev n>nv
hide the.r eggs ,n nests whieh are built outside the poultry yard, or thev n>ny drop
fhem any plaee alwut tl>e premises. Therefore it is better to keep them ..losed in until
atter layiufr, which takes place during tlie forenoon.

One male is sutKcient i r from four to eight females. When there are too many
males in a Hock at mating time, they quarrel and the eggs are not pmperlv fertiliztnl.
1 he ,.ggs kept for incubation should be of average size and as fresh as poss'ible How-
ever, duck eggs keep their fertility long.-r than hen eggs. Eggs kept for incubation
should receive s,,e,->al care; they shouhl be kept in a c,k,1 place, on ^ laver of bran,
sawdust or dry sand. As du.'k ,.ggs are very susceptible to cold, thev should l)e covernl
It set under a hen, when she leaves her nest in <iuest of fo(,d.

The duck is a go.Kl sitter but is K-ldoni used f,.r this jiurpose Preference is gener-
all.v given to the hen. wld.'h takes very g„od ,.are of the du.'klings. Large hens should
l.e sele.-tcHl for the purpose. The hatching lasts from -'H to I'i. days. ArtiH.'iai incubo-
.'"" "* ^'•"''•;il>.v "^''1 .mmcn'oil i.lants. It enables th.. breeder to have the duek-
liugs ready for the market at an early date.

Care of Ducklings.-When tl». ducklings are hatch.^l. thev .should be left for ten
hours or so under their mother or in th.- in.'ubator: and should not have anvthing to
cat tor L'4 to 4S hours. They may l,e allowed a little wat.T au<l milk in a shalh.w pan
to drink so that they may just dip tlieir bill without wetting their bodies If they
>.ioi Id be<-on.e wet th.y ought to be put near a tire, otherwi^,. they b.H-onie -•iiilled and
otteii die. The tirst fe,.d shouhl be a mash consisting of stale bread soakinl in milk
liard boil.'d .-ggs, bran. gre.'ii food, tiiicly chopiK-d. Curdled milk may be added. Later
on a tairly soft nia.sh of corn Hour .ini.xerl with couked i^tatoes will niake an e.Ncellent
meal. Such roots as carrots, turiiii>s cooked kvts, may als,, be used. It is well to
add a small (|uantity of animal f.xxl, blood, meat. Hour, butcher's scraps, etc.

The niasli slmuld not be too thin, ..thcrwise it will .'aus.. diarrh.ca. A small .luaii-
tity of gravel or coarse .sand should be added.

Ail cook..J r.«.ts and tubers, lettu.-,.. fish (in small (,uantity) given judiciouslv
are ail suitable for duck raising.

.
Cohl and rain are very injurious. A duckling that has got w,4 bv rain or other-

uise m tne first eight or ten ,lays of his litV is in gr.Mit danger of dving, lie drowns
'luickly in little water. I)., not leave wet <lu<-klin«s in the Mm for the i>uriHise of dry-
ing tlu'iii, they might get sunstruck and <lie. Do not let them take a bath until eigjit
"i- ten days after birth, and then only for a very short wliile and if f,.r market they
ire better kept from swimming at all.

If no running water is availabh. or if there is no ,k.o1 big enough so that thev can
-wini frc'Iy, a tank should be set up with a slojiing board at both eii.ls s,. that the
Sicklings may lasi'y go i , or come down.

When the duckling is a numth old if for st,«k purix.ses. it mav be given its entire
r,-,Hlom if tlu.re is a stream in proximii.v. All it r«|uires is a nieal at noon ami one at

• lirht. Ducklings well fed. m regularly increasing ratimis. arc ready to market at two
' three months old.

Du.'klings that are r.-scrv,.l f„r l,r,v,ling jiurpoM.. >hould l,c selected among the
'i>t thrifty siK'cimciis aial from an early hat<'liiiig.

Ration for one month old Ducklings.—Tlran. -2 parts; <-,.rnnieal.
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