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At the |)ri'.-(fiit(l:iy,("an;i ia is in this |):ir(icul;ir tnitt.-r lii'Mml ."very rirition

ill IJin.pc ami .very part of t\u- Uritisli Kw^y.n-. The tdc-iapli Wuch „| the
M<.tli(T ('.iuiitiy wcr»", at (Irsl, mid i„r a iiuniixT (,t years, xwti.'l and roiitn.lhKl
liy Coniimiiics, but in the public int.T.'sts a clianL'f was mad.' by aiitli(,ritv (if

I'ailianifiit. The (iovfrnmcnt t-xproprialcd all the tclci^raph lines and (laid
the cotnpaiiies their lull value. 'Ihey were placed under the control of the
I'ost Office Depa-tineiit. liid.T that I lepartninit they became, and have
loiii; been, a reiiiarkabiy ..flicient and su<'c<-.-slul public

"

service. No t>etter
model lor iniilalion by the Doniinion can be louiid. 'I'.ike a sinde illustra-
tion, any person in .iny pari of the 'I'lu.-e Kin-donis may .send t,), or receive
In.ni, any other person. liou(>ver rem,,le. a message of twelve word.- at the small
cost of -ix pence, ihat is at the rate of a hali

| e-my a word, eacli idilitioii.il wonl
Ix'ini: chaiiicl one half penny. This privile-e is cnjoye 1 and much ii.sel bv the
lorly millions, ,f people |.,.twcen "Land., iind and .lolin 0'(;r..al'-. House."

In the Dnininion.uc have no! yet follnud the example set us by the .Mother
Country, and until «. d,, ue shall sim[)ly be d.Miyini: oiu-selves the a.lvant,ai;es
winch every I'Jir-.pean .\ation .and al! parts ,,l tl'ie lanpire ,,ther than Canada
h .\ (• irained.

Mor.' than seveiuy ,e.ir., a-,,, a fa-sceinir, patriotii' i;nj;lisl,n,an discxercl
the true policy to follow in coimi'clion with the c.nveyance of corres|)ondence and
transmission of intelligence. Hef,,re the t;,„,;| (,i.|c,'n \i.'t,,iia ascended the
throne the jiostal .service of I'lndand was complii-ite I and costly. '|'lii> iiil.and

IKistaire on letters varied Iroin four jience to one shillini: :ind ei-ht |.en,-e |)er
letter, and still hiirher rat.vs f,,r loiifi distances such as from London to Scotland
and Ireland. In 's:!.". Rowland Mill, aft.'r much study, initiated a bold retorm
which by all olhciaMoni was at once denounced as riiinou.-, and ridiculed :.s

visionary. His chief proposal was t,, re<luce the f),,stas;e to one penny al •tter.
and to make that rate unif,.rm lor all disia-ices within the litnils of the three
Kiiuidoms. .Mier .some hesitation by the public, the ariruments and reasons
advaiK'cd by him wer.' loimd to be s,, sound that .som.' two thou.sand petitions
III fav.ir of in,, orm peiuiy postajii' poured into I'arliaiir nt, Kvetitually a Hill
was passed, and in l.SIO, the i:reat I'ostal Keform went into operation thrmnrhout
i:tm!and. Ireland and Scotland. Kor a few years afterwards, .lire pre.lictions
ol lailure were still hear.l, but the experieni'c ,,f t wo-thirds of a .M-ntiiry has now
amply vin,licated the wi.silom of the |x,stal reformer, and the retorm, win, h
was ushered in with the oi)eninii years of the reijjii of ourlate belove.l t^ueen, has
now been crowiud by itsexteiision, in principle, tothe world wi,lo Kinpire.

Some tew years after the adoption of uniform penny po.sta<ie in the .Moth, r
(ount-y, electric telegraphy was, as stated, introduced by private Companies.
Th, teletrraph lines renuuncl in the hands of the eom[)anies lor about twenty
years, when at length the public interests demanded that theyshouhi be taken
over by the (lovermiient. In 1,S7(), they were placed under the Po.st Office
Department, and naturally and fortunately the jxilicy initiated thirty year.s
e.arli.T with respect to the mail servii'c was applifnl to the tdesraph .service-
that is to say.theeharires on telejrraph messajies were reduced to a low uniforin
rat., for all .listanc.'s. 1* was inifH).s.sible for that [xilicy to fail of i-ucc. ss .seei-iK
that it had provwi so eminently su.'cessful wiih the mail service, and as alrejidy


