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*.AmMleiu. But w thorowM no other Arllcle tu that symbol thai nlati.! to

*• Christ'* burial
J
«o the wordn which he give* tw, dcscendit ad infi nui, he dc

**scended to the lower parts, do very naturally siguify burial, accurdinjr to tn.-M-

.» words of St. I'uul, "He ascended j what is it, but tl.at he nUo descended ^fint

. to the lower parts of the earth ? " Eph. iv. !>. And HiUlin hia.self undetstoi.d

* these word(» in that sense."

Burnet says more ii> the sama place to the same cflccl :
but 1 pa.-^s on to quote,

as I inten<led, from Pearson, who ..ays:-«'But Chri.t was really before the Hood,

^' {or he prearhed to them that lived before it; and at tlu- croatu.n ut the world,

"for he created it. That he preaclu'd to those b.foro the Hood, is evident by

« the words of St. Peter, who saith. that Christ was put to death in the lle.sh, tmt

^umickened by the Spirits by which also he went and preached unto the

*^ spirits in prison, which sonuiime were disobedient, when once the UmgsnJ.

^Jering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the Ark was aprcpannfr.

••From which words it appcareth, that Christ preacho<l by the same Spint, by tlu,

"virtue of which ho was raised from the dead : but that Spirit was not his soul,

"but somethin},' of a greater power. Secondly, that those to whom he preached

w were such as were disobedient. Thirdly, that the time when they were disobn-

"dient was the time before the Hood, while the Ark was preparing?. It w cer-

" tain then that Christ did preach unto those persons which in the days of Noah

) "were disobedient all that time the long suffering^ of dod waitc
d,
^ixud, vomi^r

"quently, so long as repentance was offered.

"It rcmaincth therefore that the plain intori.retati.m be aeknowled-ed for the

"true- thai Christ did preach unto those men which lived before the Hood, even

.. while thev lived, and conseciuently that ha was Ix^fore it. For though this was

"not done by an inunediatc act of the Son of God, as if he porsotudly hud ap-

"peared on earth, and actually preached to that old world
;
but by t\w ministry

" of a Prophet, by the sending of Noah, the eighth preacher of Hghteonsness :

"yet to do any thing by another not able to perform it %nthout him, as much de-

"monstrates the existence of the principal cause, as if he did it of himself with-

« out any intervening instrument.

"For certainly he which was before Abraham was in the duy-s of Herod born

" of a woman ; he which preached in the days of Noah began to preach in the

" reign of Tiberius, being at that time al)out thiily years of age
;
he was dc-

"monstrated the Sou of God with power who was the. seed of David according to

" the Hesh ; he who di >d on the C > > )ss raised him from the dead who died so, being

"put to death through the Hesh, and quickened by the Spirit; he was of the

" fathers according to the Hesh who was God over all blessed for ever. Seeing

"these and the like actions and affections cannot come from the same nature,

and yet must be attributed to the same Person ; as we must aclvuowled^'o a de-

diversity of natures milted, so must we confess the idcmity of the Person in

" whom they are conjoined, against the ancient heresy of the Nestoriuns, cou-

" demned in the Council of Ephesus. • • *
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