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** eri'lei.ce within hjteU^ was aErrr.in^' bot "fcffieiest** to prove it*

** genfjineofess;'' iot it wa? tbe csrcunisaiure of fiicA commtttioH being

vnaoed in iar-xir of a mere stode&t that led Dr. Devrirt to speaj: of th«

extreme uD!ik*r]uiO0rl of Au signing anythiag of toe kiad. On hia

beinz isRewii iiedip'oma f: Mr. LiCie, then and all.] in mv possession,

he at once said, ** Yes, thai i« the handwriting of D:. Miiiedoler." Oa
mj* hJnti-Mj Xne potrihUily rA the other being hi» ai»o (though jniLke)

hie l'x>kei at it a.-j'Ain, and observed tiial " it might be." Ot the one

in mr po«,w««ion there was no doabt wnatever. On the other, as it

was rnere-y a copy, no definite conclusion or judgment was giren.

Tie " Executive CorDmittee" difltirc:!y acknowledge ia their rery

next parat'raph, marked ''Tth," that Dr. .Miiiedoler did sign "'creden-

tiaij
*'

H.'i a matter of course, and the reai^on given is that " he felt

pia'itfj'.-d he \ras following the instrnctions of the Cornmiliee.'" Dr.

Miil'i'ioi'.'r said m iiim<s*^lf in his letter to Mr. Freeland of .\ogii«t I6th,

and he/ice it i-j ea-ry to see how mirtake* may have arisen. Very

improper norniiiations miv have been ra^de bv the Committee, aaJ

Di. Millcd-jier may not have even looked at the contents of what he

wa= ask'.-d to sig-i. He took the lhin;T presented aa all riirht. My
choril'i.hk ciujecture wa«, t-iat Mr. Edwin McGregor, " from zeal lor

tiie SjcK-ty,'* rnay havf; slipped in a Comrnii?ion in favour of his

brotJjiir, ami ii.- bein^ sicjned became a "matter of cour.«e.-' It appears

that trie C(>mmiltee wish to fath^er all the deeds of the Secretary, good,

bad, and i.i liiitjrent. They are most heartily w*jlcome to this: but,

while Edwi;i U. McGre^'or is thug .screened from blame, what shall

we say of a Cominiltec which thu.s deliberately proclaims its own

fody?

9. On the «ntjiict of granting evtracta fiorn toe Minutes of the

S'jrieiy, as reque-ted by me, the Evocutive Committee have published

the fojlo'.viri;,' a-- tht,'ir definitive opinion .

—

"Tho Committee would say in this connection, that no officer of tbe

Sooi''ty hn.s the liK"'- ^^ nxp'js'; cither to private or public yh;vr the minutej
of iiH action, or make ( xtracls from ihetn fir any person whatever, without
the aii'horitv of the Kx"rutiv<; Committee : And further, that their minutes
are in the keeping of the Itecording iSecretaiy, who alone is responsible for

their safety.'

'

Had my friends, Messrs. Thomson and McPherson, been civilly told

by M('Ciey;or that at the first meotin:^ of the " Executive Committee,"

their rerjuesl woald be submitted, and in all probability granted, they

would have b'. ,n petfeclly sit'sfied. Was anything like this done ?

Certainly not.

Hut I dispute the soundness of the principle. A reliuious or

bern'voleiit society wliioli looks for support to public voluntary coa-

tributions, is not like a bankini; or commercial establishmenf. I

apprehend th;it anyone givin;^ a dollar in ;iid of such institutions ia

entitled to bo satisfied as to what liai been done with it. The very


