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4 SALT SPRING ISLAND,

toria, 40 miles to the south of it, Nanaimo, centre of the coal

district, 30 miles to the north,—and the cities of Vancouver and

New Westminster a few hours distant across the water to the

East. Victoria and Nanaimo may also be reached easily by

rail, a few miles pull in a small boat taking one to the Railway

Station either at Chemainus or Sidney.

NAME AND AREA.

Originally marked on the naval charts of 1858 as "Admiral

Island," it has of late years altogether dropped that name, and

is now known both popularly, and also in the more recently

published maps, as Salt Spring Island^—the saline springs, of

which there are some 14 or 15 on the island, being sufficient

reason for its present name. In length it is about the same as

the Isle of Wight, viz.: 18 miles, but in area it is less, owing to

its being indented by several deep bays and harbors, which

cause its breadth to vary from nine or ten miles in the widest

parts to less than two in the narrowest. The entire surface

measure of the island is about 45,440 acres, of which from ten

to fifteen thousand acres are, perhaps, suitable for cultivation,

the rest being for the most part rocky and fit only for sheep

ranching. At present there are 105 farms occupied, about 6 per

cent, of the acreage of each being on the average cultivated.

PHYSICAL CHARACTER AND NATURAL PRODUCTIONS.

Vancouver Island and the small islands which surround it,

of which Salt Spring is one, are doubtless the remains of a sub-

merged mountain range, and are described geologically, in a

recently published Government Report, as " a group of upturned

gneissic rocks, embracing certain tertiary areas and worn down
by glacial action, so that in one place extensive gravel moraines,

in another beds of boulder clay are to be found, while in a third

a regular series of late sandstones alternate with the barren cliffs

of trap. " On this unpromising surface generations of fir trees

have flourished and, decaying, have furnished a mould of in-

creasing thickness, into which various forms of vegetation have

struck their roots, so that the country is now covered for the

most part by a dense forest :—Douglas pines and white spruce,

many of them upwards ot 200 feet in height and more than 20
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