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CnUTKS SIIOAI..

Off fho wosforn coast of Lower ("alitomi.t. and sonu-wliat parallfl tli.T.-«itli. tli.Tc appears to
be a rai;K'' ot siil.inariiir iiioiiiitaiiis wlios.- siimiiiits. rising ;,t mv-iilar intervals aoovr tlif watfr,
lorin i.vlaii.ls. an. I. .i.Mrin}: the siinacc at oth.-r points, form .lan^'croiis ami .xtcnsixf lianks.

One ot" tlifsc rcport.'.l .lan;;('rN is a liank laul down witli ;,'rcat >imilarit.v l.i the Cortes Hank,*
and I'V.'n d.'si>,Miated tl I'.anco ("ortes" on tlir rr.'u.li chart No. I!t!»7. The slioal.st part oftliis
reported hank has ten laihotns upon it in three sp(.|s, situated lu'tweeii the hititmles .!! :w and
.•51 i;5, an.i h.n^'itii.les IIS Jl and IIS^ :,l". hviiif,' nearly southeast In soiilli a .|iiarter south
(SK. l.y S.

\
S.). tiftv miles from the Itishop liock on Cortes Hank. It is iaid down on (he Spanish

chart of I si;.!.

The chart of the Calilornia Coast, pul.lished in \1'M) l.y Dalrymiile, ha.s a si^cn to indicate tlio
Cortes Shoal reasonably close to its proper position.

The posiiion a.ssi^^'ned to this shoal is in the direct route of the steamships running; U'tweeii
San iMancisco and Mcxhmu ports and I'anama. .Moreov, r. the area is very .Meusive, l.eiii;; three
tl'oii.saii.l .s<piare miles within the twenty lathoni curve and about .me thousand liv.- huii.lred
.s.pan- miles within th.' lift.'.'iifitlioin ciir\.. The thirty fathom line .-xteiMls ii,.ar|y |,.|i mile.s
outside the twcni.N filhoin line. The deepest s.»undili-s between the bank and the I'.ay ..f Todo.s
Sant.>8 are only forty fathoms.

It was not Ibiiiid on an.\ .\dmiralty chart, aii.l in the ISc; cliti.in ..f the I'r.nch chart it is not
shown. Ill Is(i7, thi..u-h Ih.' f,'"".! oili.Ts of tli.' I'acilic Mail St.'am ship Comp.iny. w.- w.tc .nabletl
to run a line of s..iindiii-> thirty miles iii leii-th across the ;,'ivcii lo<Mlity ; no bolt,.m was tbund
with two liiin.lre.1 lath. mis ..f line. l"iifortuii,itcl.\ the w.Mther was I'lomly an.l b.s.-rvations
.oiild b.' .ibtaincd after leaviii;: .San Francisco, but the d.partiire ol the v.vs.l was appr..\iiiiatelv
tak.'ii fnmi the w.'st.Tii j-oint of the isl.iii.l of San .Mi;:uel, and a c.mrs.' lai.l a.'n.ss tin- a.ssitjneil
position of the t.'ii t.ithom .s.tun.liii};s. The s.m wass.)sm<...th tli.it we rca.lily .l.'tcct.'.l tli.' ^'loun.l-
swell on th.-ed;,'.' of the Cortes llank, and when abreast of Ih.' " l;.iiie.. Cortes" a;,'roiiii.| swell wa.s
al.s.) telt for a short Iiiii.-, but we fouml no botloin, as state.l. Subse.pieiitl.\ we had noobser\ ation.s
for |»ositioti t.ir s.'veral ila\s, .md th.i.-fore we may not have cros.s.'.l the exact localitv

.Mthoii^'h til.' e\islen.-e of this shnal iii.iy be eoiisiden-d doubtful troiii availabl." ;,., is, yet the
.Icep.sca ,soiindiii),'sof ||„- r. S. ship riii,„,nn, m |s:i m that liM-ality exhibit s.mie remarkablo
irre-iilaiili.-s of th.' b.niom ,,1 the s.m. On the two lines run to tin- westw.ir.l from Sail l>ie;;.i we
lin.l one tluMisaiid .md iili> thr.v lath. mis. ;;,v.ii mml. iw.iilv .i^ht miles .south thirty six <l."^;rees
west (S. ;H) W.i from |',.iiit I.-.im.i, an.l tli.' ii.'Xt s..uiidiii- is two Iiiim.Iiv.I ami tin.'.' lailmms,
rocky, at lifty three niil.'s south lorty on.' .l..-re.vs west (S. II W.. iVom Ih.- li-iil, an.l forty .m.'
mill's iiorthea.st from ih.' a.ssi-ii.,| position of this slmal. TIi.mi th.^ .I.^pih in.ivaMS t.. liv.' hiin.lre.l
.111.1 sixty SIX fithoms, -r.iy saml, tw.-nt.s two miles north l..\ e.ist iN. b> 11 , fr..m Ih.' Kli..,d, and
nine humlre.l ,in.l ei;,'hty fithoms at sixt.'.ii mih's northwest by w.'st (NNV. by W.i from 111.' sam.'
point. .\ d.'pth.if thoiisaii.l inn.' Iiun.lrc.l .in.l litt.'.'ii f itlemis. over .s .'How biowii mml, is

reai'lied at thirty two mil. s west from th.' sli,.al: an.l this m.i> b.- .'.uisi.l.'i.'.l th.' eastern .'.I-.' of
Hie I'acilic sub. (cean plat. 'an, for \\r liav.- two tlioii.saii.l Iiiin.lre.l ami seventy .sex.'n lath. mis,
brown nni.l, an.l tw.» Ihoiisand on.- humli.-d .in.l .seventy t.i;,'|it tathonis, bniwii mu.l, sixty live
miles an.l one hiin.lre.l ami liv.- niil.'s, rcs|..'ctiv.'ly, t.> the s.rtith an.l w.'st ..f tin- siiiu.os.'.l ^hoal.
All the indic.iti.uis i.oint to very f,'rtMt irrcKul.uities in depth, and it may not be imj.o.ssible that
Home shoal spot sli.tuld e.xist.
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