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elected by the pL-opte; and this cliange is promised

by the Governor.

I hope, also, tliiit the Colony will so prosper, and
the popi'hition bo inciTiise, thiit hclurc niiiiiy yoiirs

unother chiiM;;e will come, thiit is to aay Ucspon.sihk'

Covcrumen' At present, I believe we lire not titled for

it; it is prncticiilly impD^sibJc, luid (he Governor hiis

liad the coiirntre to deulnre it. 1 would ^'''dly believe

that the cry for this piiniiL-en for all evil docs not

come from those who would fain jump into vacant
places, and enjoy what tliey are pleased to tervi

iiluitlod idleness. Such pharasaic patriotism wa.s so

well exposed by my much abused friend at the bottom

of the table (Ur.Ilelracken), that I will not further

allude to it. But I say, .ISir, that if they can lind

public servants who will perform their duties better

and more perfectly, let theru in God's name come on.

[ am content, for one, to give place to better men.
Now is the opportunity otlercd. But, Hir, I am re-

joiced that this measure has come down from the

E.xceutive ; it will, when accomidi.shed, give us rest

I hope from thi.-* eviTlastinn chauj^e. Tlic farmer, the

arti/an, the c;ipitiiti.-^t. and the nicrchaut will know
what to expect, and will make their plan.s accord-

iuply. Years a^o, liie faruier uatuially expected thai

the Free Port syrileiu was Bcttled anil approved of.

Agitation commenced, the fariucr and the nu'rchaut

could not carry on their pursuits without anxiety,

and the Colony sulVered. The I'rt-e Tort w*;? abulishod

:

—that grand political misluke,

—

I'nion with iliitish:

Columbia wa.s etVerted, and a heavy tarilV inipo.sedj

and ousiiu-ss t-atculalion.s u ere euntuiuHted U). iiin I

Hut this Coliiny and the peciple Lave such elastic!

force, that they are again beginning to t-ettle them-
selves down tij the new order of things. Business!

went on, it i.^ true, but, nevertheless, it sutferc-d ; andj

for the last two years ngilntion has agi'iu been at,

work. The farmer i^ danned ; he is prosperou.s ati

present, but he dreads (unnecessarily I think) whatj
will be virtually to him the Free I'ort system again::

and so alartii, and change, and uuiiuieine.'is are for!

ever distracting this small and struggling Colony,

which, unlfsj it hail iniineiise \itiil energy, and cnor-;

nious latent streiigtli, wnuld lung ago have succiini-j

bed. I see, however, in the prospect before us, a:

sign of better things—a Uioie hopeful future—a state
j

which when cousumnmted rtill,! believe, secure ai

more .settled life to the t_'oIouy.
|

J do not feiir for the agricultural interest, for I be-

lieve the only protection which the t'aruier reijuires,

is the protection of good roads, good laws, and an
easy comniuuicatioii with the market.s where he may
best dispose of his produce. Self-iiilerest. if no olher

tea.son, will iuduee the Canadian (iovernmeul so to

modify the Tarifl'a.s to endanger as little as possible

ihe various interests, agricultural and uthcruise.of
the Col'Miy. I firmly believe that Canada will deal

justly V, illi us; nl any ae, it is our duty to deal

Irankly and in a iVieiul'y spirit with the ('auadians.

until we sec signs of a'-uutniry i-pirit aniumtiug ilicni.

I am ready to shi'ke h'inds e-ross the Itocky .Moun-

tains with our Car' idian breiheren
;

let us not open
negotiations with clenched fist.-.

As regards the paucity of representation allowed to

us in the Douiininu rarliauieut, after wliat has been
shown so clearly to us b}- the Hon. Member for Vic-

toria District of tlie aunlagons right of representation

enjoyed by the Facilic Hi.ates o? the American Union,
I think we cannot r-ghtlv expect more.

.My Hon. frieml or my right (Mr. Wood), who cer-

tainly has plated the obji'»'tions nnd arguments
against Coureilerati<m (nrribly bet'ore the

House, says thai Confederation means au uninn

of eiiua.' States self-go\ eined. and is equivalent to

absorption. I doubt wbe'.her this is hislorlcally cor-

rect. Hut, Sir, whether that l>e so or not is beside

the (luestion, for the l{e-<iliitioiis which are before u-

are in fact Ues(dulions •'or the /'HmH of this Colony
with Canada, luiuii is the term uscil in the t)rganlc

Act, and the term (.'oiifeiieration never once occurs.

It is I'nion we arc seeking, not Confederation. The
American States arc States of the Union, not of the

f'onfffifniti»ti. and it has been concIu*ively shown
that in that Couulry the sep.ualr States are not ab-

sorbed, although united. ,

And again. Sir, we were lold that we are selling

our independence, and transferring our loyalty. Not

a bitof it. If the people of this Colony pass the

measure, surely their verdict is not one of slavery.

unles.t they be slaves themselves, and yet they are

free to act. This measure will not |»ass unless the

(leoplc cf this Colony are willitig that it should, and
declare unmistakeably that it is for their beiicfU.

Whatever I may individually think, I shall bcv to
the free jiopular decision, and be prepared to believe
that the vojr pn^nli is the vox dd. In so great a mea-
sure, I trust the people may bo guided to a right
conclusion.

As to loyalty, I need add no more than has already
been said so iVinibly by the Hon. Attorney (Jeneral
and the Hon. Chief Commisslorier of Lambs and Work-s*.
Hemmed in to the north and .south by a people own-
ing V did'creut allegiance to our own ; forced back to
the sea (o west, the only direction in which loyal
hearts can turn is to the rising people of the east,
who ask u.s to unite in a frientlly spirit with them, to
form a great Nation. May that union prove a source
of strength to us and them.

1 shall give to the Government measure a hearty
support, reserving, howeve-, to myself the right of
suggesting any amendments or improvements, or of
supporting any recommendations which may appear
tt) me to be necessary or desirable.

From the position which I hold in this Council aa
an tlfficer of the (iovernmeut, I have deemed it right
to make this statement of the course which I propose
tc) t'ollow in this great and momentous subject, an:i I

maintain it to be perfectly conscientious and perfectly
eonsir-lent with uiy previous conduct.

The Hon. Ma. DKWDNKY, Member for Koolcnay,
rose and • id :— .Mr. President, I have purposely
waitcil 111 li this late stage of the debate in order to

avail ui'slf of the opportunity of listening to ihe
argum -HIS that have been adduced both for and
agair tt the scheme of Confederation as sent down
for our consideration by His ExcelleuLy ihc Gov-
ernor, and particularly for the reason that I have
not been in a jiosition (iVom my long absence in tlio

rpper Countiy) of making myself acquainted with
the subject as 1 shoultl like to have done
As the debate progressed, I fel» more and more

that I had lieen right in so doing, as I have now the
benclit of the well eonsidered opinions and arguments
of .to many Honourable Members : nnd upon these
able arguments I have in a great measure been guided
in coming to the conclusion which I propose to

explain.

And now, .Mr. Fresident, I think it is incumbent on
uie to state the course I iutecd to take with regard to

the subject.

1 feel I have a most responsible duty to perform,
not only to n»y constituents, but to myself and the
country generally.

With regard to my constituents, I feel that I am
placecl in a rather peculiar position, ai; 1 I regret that

1 have had no opitortunity of comuiuuicatitig witli

them since Confederation has assumed the phase it

now does.

Von are aware, T presume, Mr. President, that I

was selected, unsolicited on my part, to represcTit the

Kootenay District in this Council. At that election

Confederation was made the test question, and 1 can
assure you that at that time the feeling of the
uiiijority id" !uy constituents was opposed to Coufed-
eration with the Dominion of ('anada.

At a subsequent jieriod—only a few mouths ago—

-

a petition, concocted in this city, was dispatched to

Kootenay for the purpose of obtainin;? signatures in

favour of Confeilcralion. It was, however, unfavour-
ably received, the party circulating it wns roughly
haudleil, and the petition returned a blank. I nienlicu

this to shew you that up to a late period my constituents

held the same views with regard to Confederation
that they <lid some eighteen months ago.

Shortly after this petition had been dispatched to

Kootenay, as Just mentioned, 1 wrote to my constitu-

ents, re([Uesting them to advise me fully with regard
to their wants and wishes ; and, in reply, I received

a eommunieation petting forth what they specially

desired that 1 should assist in obtaining for them,
but not one word on the subject of Cont'edcration.

1 have now before me the terms submitted by IHf
Kxcellency the Governor at the opening of this Oouu-
eil, as well as the paragraph in His KxcoUency's
Speech, referring to those terms : audi niustflaylhat

had 1 resided as near my constituents as the Honour-
able .Members for Victoria and Nanaimo Cities do to

theirs, I should Iuo^t certainly have sought an oppor-
tunity of meeting them and obtaining some exprefsiou
of their opiuiuns on th<^ now altered position of tbii

question. Hut as the remoteness of my District has
rendered such a course impossible, it is only left for

me to exercise my own judgment.
I wis!i to cast no reflections on the Hon. Members

referred to. anil witli rctjard to the Hon. senior Men*-


