
TUB rEASAXTRT 349

imputed to him. and saw tlic f;iir iin<] rv.hl.. Uro of n woman
rise out of the past, like a stainl.-^ and iinl.rnko,, ,„arhl,.
Btatuf amid Ih.. divaricst riiin.<. His purfr hrou-i.t |,i,n a
letter with ^ black sral, Tlir C.nitr.... ,!,. Momcu'rurt wmi..
to inform him of the death nf 1,,-r husl.and, who had n'tiirned
to the army, and a-ain roniniandcd a division. Sh.' wh his
heir; sho had no cldldnn. That letter, in spite of ,ts wo'-
manly di-nity. tukl Rlond.'t that the woman of fortv whom
he had loved in his yonth. held out a comrade's hand to Iiim
and a considerable fortune.

Shortly afterwards a inarria-o took placebetwccn the (^omt-
o?.^o de Montcornet and M. I5Iondet, a newh-appointed pre-
fect. Pie went to !iis prefecture bv the route on which the
Aigues formerly lay. and stopped the travelin- carriage
opposite the place where the park -ates used to stand to see
once more the commune of Blan-rv. so thron-ed with tender
memories for them both. The count rv was no lon.irer recog-
nizable. The mysterious woods, the avenues in the park
had been cleared away, the count. v looked like a tailor's chart
of patterns, The Peasantry- had taken possession • f the soil
as conquerors and by right of conquest; alreadv it had been
divided up into more than a thousand holdings: already the
population of Blangy had trebled itself. The once beautiful
park—so carefully ordered, so luxuriantly fair—was now an
agricultural district, with one familiar l,u"ildinir standing out
in strong contrast against the changed background This
was the hunting-lodge, re-christened II Burn-Retiro bv Mme
Isaure Gaubertin. who had converted it into a villa residence
The buildmg looked almost like a chateau, so miserable were
the peasants' cabins scattered round about it.

"Behold the march of progress !" cried fimile "Here is a
page from Jean-Jacques' Contrat Social And here am Im harness, a part of the social machinery which brin.rs about
such results a^ these! Good heavens! what will become of
kings m a little while ? Nay, what will become of the nations
themselyes in fifty years' time, if this state of things con-


