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boi an actual dccrease lu stocks 'Ilurrng buis
peried.

Thoro are sevoali statiitical comiflatioils
made ut wUreat stocks. Tho flgtqres given
above arc balion trein eue et theso regular
enmpilntions. Wbuhlc none of thoso statistical
gtateî,,eiits are cuniplube they turnish very
valuable infurinabi ati to the sit~uation et
whleat., ba3ed uni stocks in 3tore at principal
poeints.

Birepe apjiears te have pi>nty cf vheat. in
store at tho proseit mnoîment, but bbc ton-
dcucy of stocks te koop clown drririg the
past blirce xnonths is significant. '%Va lock
fur more spirited buying ou the part et im-
lurbii~g uuttliCs 1.001, cspociaUly Iu vicw ef
tire sasl wireat crop et the United
Kingdom, ivbich is cstiinated at only 40,-
OUm,u3J bu8shols this ycar, ns conipared with
<r>),7oi),Onii) bitsbels last yoar, and 59,9fl,UO
in 1893.

A flANAGINII AIIITATIOLI
Tho scandalous agitation which lias been

'cvorkol up lu Mlaultoba iu connection with
tire grain bradle, bias beau productive et mucht
haras te the cou ntry. WVe have ften heard
it said that sucli and sucîr bhings, must net
b33 diieuselt fer te).r of injarisg bthe czunbry
as; a field for irumigratin. Tho Commercial
lias b3eti a2cused cf injuring immigration
prospects because this journal bas publishcd
as roliable reports abont tbc cropa as could be
sersured. WVo can think et ne agitation oe
discussion oer carried on liore whicb bas
b3en so darnagin- te the country a3
this agitation regardin- bbc grain brade.
Wheu -ivû cousider that this agitation bas
brion workoed up without any good rea3on, and
ha3 b>rin founded upon fal>ri assertions or
mi3coucriptious, thc more mast tbe whele
thiîîg 1>3 deplerel. The most scandalous
charges have borin made against a section et
the commtrniby who are just as honorable as
auy othe3r cda3s et mca in thc country. Thse
wc>rd "9%vindie" bas borin applieil te these
asen ever and ovar agaiu, by a seusational
newspaprir, which ii strivingZ bard te
keep itseit brifore bhc public. ETo offert bas
been spared te work. up ene Eection et thc
ccrnmunity againat anothor. This r6bbompt
ta play upon the credulity efthbb
farmors, and at tbc saine tinse gain noborieby
for a sonsabional nev-paprir, eau lm regardefi
as simply shametul. Aside troun tire ixijury
lb will do the country nbroad, by spreading
bhc taise imrpressieon that tbc grain bradte et
Manitoba is in the liatis eta 'swdndling,
combine," lb la certainly a grievous oftonce
te wcillfully work up eue clamss e b people
against another.

\Ve do nit biame bhc farmers in this mat-
ter. The whoe trouble is that thc priceocf
wbeat is lew. If the price ef wbeat were
1,1gb, thcy 'would pay littie attention te quch
articles as !lave nppcared ln certain Manitoba
papera et labo. A .-reat xnany et bbc tarmers
understaad vcry littie abaut market con-
ditions, and wben tbc prices et bbc products
tlîcy have te soi are unusualiy lcw, bhriy vcry
citen socni jnchine(l boi bbrow bbc biame on-

tiroly upon the local buyers. WVhou wheat
is Iow, as lb hasbeen for some bime bacir, thcy
are ready te biove bbc storiris circulabod
that thioY are boing swind1eJ by a grain
combine.

Thora nover wcag lbas reasen for saeb an
agitation lu Manitoba than thora bas boon
tbc prosent sea-.nn. The farmers cf Manitoba
arc irot sufferin,; frein auy grain combine,
wbecat ring, olevator nionopoly -or an;
of the other absurd charges wbicb, bave boen
made. Tire so-caled elevabor monopoly,
wbichi is in ne sense a menopoly, is bbc only
restriction upon bbc brade in any way, and
ji'st bore we ma.- say tbat wo regard aux fine
olovator systees as thogreateet advanbnge bbc
grain producers et Mlanitoba have te.day, lu
marketing their grain. Tire farmers et
Manitoba never rocoivod a bigber price fer
their wbeab, in proportion te its actual value
in tbc markets ofthbb world, than tbey are
reoiviug be-day. WVhesb was nover handlod
upon, se small a reargin as lb bas beau
handled duriiug the;ps two years et low pri-
ces. la ne direction can bo found any good
rea3.>u for this damagiîîg agitation which
bas beaun wcrked up. The scle gouble se far
as tire farmer is concerned, is the 1ýw prices
(wbich tbe local buyers arc in ne sense re-
sponsiblo for), wad thi-3 bas given certain
parties au opporbuuiby te gain a little
neberiety.

Ail tbrough these scandalous charges which
bave beau made againt them, bbc grain mon
bave resnained passive and bave nover enter-
cd a single probest. They recognize
that lu this country public r-ymaaby
is wibh thc tarmers, and that this sympathy
'cyll lead many peraons te partially nt Icast
accopt bbc charges made rigainst bhcas
Still they have net answored any et bbc
sianderous charges made against tbem ns a
body, owieg possibly ta bbc bellot that this
public sympabhy with the fariner bas preju-
diced their case teanch an oxtent that areply
f rein thons would net receive fair consider-
abion. lb inuat bo very trying te tbc grain
mon, many at Iomet ot whom are honorable
mon, te remain passive under bbc slanders
wbich bave baon .cast upon thein se freely et
latto. The Commercial basjtist as mucb real
sympabhy with bbc farmers as have many et
thece self-ebecbod champions et tbc farmner.
This sympatby, however, sbould net preju-
dico any one against a body et mon who are
juat as honcat and honorable as any otbor
clasio et b people; and ne eue sbould tarin
au opinion upon tbc grain brade trom the
rubbish whicb bas beau printed in somae Mani-
toba papers cf late. B3forc, acc)pting ther
stateormoub about swindliug. etc., a caroft
enquiry should b3 madle into tbc whoe
question.

The Commercial is pleased te soc thabthb
mrajority et bbc country papers ef Manitoba
have not been ledl into thi agitation. '%Ve
believe that tbe country editors are gener-
ally honorable mou, wbo' 'wuld despise te
maire capital eut ci thîs grain question, avou
bhough. lb wculd please many et their readors.
te have thoîn taire up this cr7.

Most of the country papersirave taken a 'vevy
fair view of this agitation, and though thora
aro pointe whioh soma of thees admit tney do
flot undorstand, they have refused to crodit
the wholesale charges ivhieh hava beon made
agninst the grain trado. Tho Commercial
bas made a careful study of the grain trade
of this country since it had a bogiuning, aud
we have advocated wbat wo bolievod te l'e iu
the intor8t of the county, in connection wvith
grain matters. Wo beliove that moeb of the
country papors hava confidence in Tho Ceom-
mercial, and we will thore'ore offer to
answer any Ilquestion ot tact"i which any
country elitor may dosîre information tupon,
in connection wibh the grain trade.

EDITORIAIi NOTJES.
The item iu another coineen showing tbc

large inorease in shipments out et farm pro-
duce over the Manitoba Northwestornrail way,
la cortainly very gratifying as sho*ing tire
progress being made by the country erved
by that road. At the saie time ilb r1 be
encouraging te tbe bond-hoiders et tho rend,
'cvhe wiUl seo in this tho good prospects for the
future et their road. The rcmarkabie
growth of thc cattie trade is one et the par-
ticulariy pîeasing features et the report.
WîVth the large crop secured ibis year, the
next business yaar et this railrway shoulil
show even a more remarkable incroas in the
quantity ot tares produce handled, than is
shown byý the report for the business year re-
cently closed.

AT the at meeting et the Winnipeg
public school board, Mr. Bole brouglit up tbe
question ot adding commercial training and
other mare practicai. subjects to tbc list of
studios taught in the publie robools. On
motion the superin tendent was asked te re-
port on this niatter. This is inu une with a
growing feeling that our public schools are net
meeting the requirementa et the a go. The
Commercial has expresod its views upon this
aspect et thc school question ln turnes past.
lb la a vastiy more important -question than
that other sehool qucabion which has ab-
sorbed se nsuch public attention in Manitoba
and throughout Canada et late, and it la a
piby those ln charge et car educationc.t
affairs couid net be mnade te seS ib in this
llrgbt Our public achools ane net giving
sati§tacbory resuite. It la net higher cdu-
cation, but practical educabion wbieh tbe
present age demands. The great eb-
Ject shoulda be te fit the rising gerioratien fer
the practîcal duties et lite, in se fac as ib la
possible te do this in the public sohools.
This does net seem te bc thc aies of eux eau-
cationists. Public opinion, howcver, la
being drawn te buis question, ana ne doubt a
desirabie change .wiU bo broughb about in
trne.

A FISW papers SÛRU koop up an agitation
againat the Beo-callcd olevator monopely, but
thc farmers, who it is alleged are theosufferers
thcroby, do net sem te be, troubling thein-
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