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boon an actunl decreaso in stocks during this
poriod.

Thore aro severel statistical compilations
made uf wheat stocks. The figures givon
above aro taken from one of these rogular
compilations. Whilo noneof thesostatistical
statomonts are cumplote thoy furmsh very
valuable infermation as to  the situation of
wheat, basud un stocks 1n store at principal
points.

Earopo appears to have planty of wheat in
store at the presont moment, but tho ton-
dency of stocks to Leep down during the
past throo months is significant. Wo look
for more spirited buying on the part of im-
porting countiies svun, especially in view of
the small wheat crop of tho United
Kingdom, which is estimated at only 40,-
0.u,udJ bushels this year, as compared with
4,700,000 bushels last year, and 59,900,000
in 1893,

A DAMAGING AGITATION.

The scandalous agitation which has been
worked up in Manitoba in connection with
the grain trade, has been prodactive of much
harm to the country. We have often heard
it said that such and such things must not
ba disensed for fear of injaring the ciuntry
asa field for immigration. The Commercial
has baen ascused of injuring immigration
prospects because this journal has published
as reliable roports abont the crops as could be
secured. Wo can think of no agitation or
discussion ever carried on here which has
baon so damaging to the coantry a3
this agitation regarding the graia trade.
When we consider that this agitation has
been worked up without any good reason, and
has blea foanded upon falss assertious or
misconcoptions, the more mast the whole
thing b2 deplored. Tho most scandalous
chargos have baen made against a section of
the community who are just as honorable as
any other class of man ia the country., The
word “swindle’ has besn applied to these
men over and over agawn, by a sensational
nowspaper, which i3 striving hard to
koop itself before the public. No eifort has
been spared to work up one section of the
community against another, This sttempt
to play upon the credulity of the
farmers, and at the same time gain notoriety
for a sensational nowspaper, can be regarded
assimply shameful. Aside from the injury
it will do the country abroad, by spreading
tho false impression that the grain trade of
Manitoba is in the hards of a “‘swindling
combine,* it is certainly a griovous offence
to willfully work up oneclass of the people
against another.

Wo do not blame the farmers in this mat-
ter. The whole trouble is that tho price of
wheat is low. If the price of wheat were
high, they would pay little attention to such
articles as ave appeared in certain Manitoba
papers of late. A great many of the farmers
understaad very little abaut market con-
ditions, and when the prices of the prodacts
they have to sellare unusually low, they very
often seom inclined tn throw tho blame en-

tiroly upon tho local buyers. Whon wheat
is low, as it hasbeon for somo time back, they
aro roady to boliove tho storics circulated
that they are boing swindled by a grain
combine.

There never was less reason for sach an
agitation in Manitobn than there has been
the prosent season. The farmers of Manitoba
aro not suffering {rom any grain combine,
wheat ring, eclevator monopoly ‘or any
of the othor absurd charges which have been
mado. The so-called olevator monopoly,
which is in no sense a monopoly, is the only
rostriction upon the trade in any way, and
just hore we mar say that wo rogard our fine
clovator system as thegreatest advantage the
grain producers of Alanitoba have to-day, in
marketing their grain. The farmers of
Manitoba never rocoived a higher price for
their whoat, in proportion to its actual valve
in the markets of the world, thon thoy are
receiving to-day. Wheat was naever handled
upon so small a margin as it has been
handled during the past two years of low pri-
ces. Inno direction can be found any good
reassu for this damaging agitation which
has been worked up. The solo trouble so far
as the farmer is concerned, is the low prices
(which the local buyers are in no sense re-
sponsible for), aud this has given certain
parties an opportunity to gain a little
notoriety.

All through these scandalous charges which
have been made againt them, the grain men
have reinained passive and have never entec-
ed a single protest. They recognize
that in this country public =symrathy
is with the farmers, and that this sympathy
will lead many peraons to partially at least
accopt the charges made ugainst them
Still they have not answored any of the
slanderous charges made against them asa
body, owing possibly to the belief that this
public sympathy with the farmer has preju-
diced their case tosuch an extent that a reply
from thom would not receive fair consider-
ation. It must be very trying tothe grain
men, many at least of whom are honorable
men, to remain passive under the slanders
which have b2en cast upon them so freely of
Inte. Tho Commercial hasZiust a3 much real
sympathy with the farmors as have many of
these solf-clected champions of the farmer.
This sympathy, however, should not preju-
dico any one against a body of men who are
just as honest and honorable as any other
class of the people; and no one should form
an opinion upon the grain trade from the
rubbish which has been printed in some Mani-
toba papers of late. Bafore accipting thess
statoraents about swindling. ete., & careful
enquiry should ba made into the whole
question,

The Commercial i3 ploased to see that the
majority of tho country papors of Manitoba
have not boen led into thiz agitation. We
beliove that the country editors are gemer-
ally honorable meun, who  would despise to

mako capital ont of this grain question, even -
though it would please many of their readers.

to have them take wp this ecry.

Most of the country papers have taken o veory
fair view of this agitation, and though there
aro points which some of thom admit they do
not understand, they havo rdéfused to credit
the wholesale charges which havo boon made
against the grain trade. The Commercial
has mado a caroful study of tho grain trade
of this country sinco it had a beginning, aud
we have advocated what wo bolieved to bo in
the intorst of the county, in connection with
grain maiters, Wo boliove that most of tho
country papors have confidence in The Com-
mercial, and wo will thore\fqro offer to
answer any ‘‘question of fact' which any
country elitor may desiro information upon,
in connection with the grain trade,

EDITORIAL NOTES.

The item in another column showing the
largo inorease in shipments out of farm pro-
duceoverthe Manitoba Northwestern railway,
is cortainly very gratifying as showing the
progress being made by tho country served
by that road. At the sama time it will bo
encouraging to the bond-holders of tho road,
who will seein this the good prospects for the
future of their road. The remarkable
growth of tho cattle trade is one of the par-
ticularly pleasing features of the report.
‘With the large crop secured #his year, tho
next business year of this railway shounld
show oven & more remarkable increase in the
quantity of farm produce handled, than is
shown by the report for tho business year re-
cently closed.

*
*

AT the last meeting of the Winnipeg
public school board, Mr. Bole brought up the
question of adding commercial training and
other mofe practicai subjects to the list of
studies taught in the public schools. On
motion the superintendent was asked to re-
port on this matter. This is in line with a
growing fealing that our publicschools arenot
meating the requirements of theage. The
Commercial has expressed its views upon this
aspect of the school question in times past,
It is a vastly more important.question than
that other school question which has ab-
sorbed so much public attention in Manitoba
and throughout Capada of late, and itisa
pity those in charge of our educational
affairs could not be made to see itin this
light Oar public schools are nob giving
satidfactory results. It is not higher edu-
cation, but practical education which the
present age demands. The great ob-
ject should be to fit the rising generation for
the practical duties of life, in so farasitis
possibloto do this in the public schools,
This does not scem to be the sim of our edu-
cationists. Public opinion, however, is
being drawm to this question, and no doabt a
desirable change will be broughtaboutin
time.

. . “ .

A FEW papers still keep up an agitation
against the so-called clevator monopoly, but
the farmers, who it is alleged are thesufferers
thereby, do not scem to be- troubling them-
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