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THE GENERAL SURVEY.

G ENERAL spring activity is observable in lumber
business at aIl points. The men, have, in most

cases corne out of the woods and preparations are being
made for the drives. Just how successfully these will

corne along is a matter of somre uncertainty at the
presenit time. From reports received fromn the Ottawa

section, it is anticipated that there wili be consider-

able logs hung up this season. The weather broke up

suddenly, and left loggers at sorte points in an awkward
predicament. The quantity cut in Ottawa will run, pro-

bably, 20 toi 25% less than last year's cut. In the
Georgian Bay territory, whilst some individual lumber-
men have put in as large a cut as last year, yet, taken

altogether, there has flot been the sanie activity, and
there will be a decrease in the quantity at those points.
In another page of the LUMBERMAN we have noted

the fact that Howry & Sons, large Michigan lumbermen,
will operate the S. G. Smîith saw mill at Fenelon Falls
this season, which means that lumber will be cut there
that would otherwise have gone te this firm's milîs in
Michigan. The decrease in the cut here is finding a
counterpart in Michigan, Winconsin, and other states,
the financial depression of the past vear being suggestive
of caution.

This decrease in the output of lcgs from the bush, wîll
not have any effect on the market, for a large quantity
of lumber has been held in the United States owing to

the depression and consequent decrease of consoimption.

It is hardly t0 be expected prices will be maintained at

the same figures as last year.
As regards the local trade of Ontario we are hearing

favorable reports from the rural sections. Tiiere is no
startling boom, but dealers have figured so closely for

months back, tlîat with anything like a revival in trade

they will find it necessary te stock up their yards, and
there wîll be a fine trade done throughout the province

this spring and summer. So far as Toronto is concerned
building operations will be slow and lumber, wvill, of

course, be in syi-pathy with this dullness.
British Columbia lumbermen are anticipating a fair

season's trade. In that province, both in shingles and

lumber, the trade has had to flght a war of price-cutting
for some time. This spirit worked havoc with the shingle

trade, but a combination was formed a month or more

ago, which has placed that branch of lumbering in an

improved position and our advices are that the combin-

ation. is holding firm. The local lumber milîs have conie

together and are in hopes of thwarting the cut-throat

policy pursued for some time. No contbination has

been formed but a new scale of prices bas been fixed,
which we understand has been agreed upon by ail. An

important feature of the «new arrangement is, that al

persons purchasing lumber will be required t0 furnish
securîty for the payment of their bis. This arrange-

ment will have the effect of putting the contractors on a

better basis, for it will prevent unscrupulous men froin
taking contracts at ruinously low rates, which in the

main has cost the milîs heavy losses. The expert trade

of British Columbia is not showing any very surprising

signs of irnprovement, freights are lower than they have

ever been before, but foreign buyers are few. A revival

of business in South Aiiierica, China, New South Wales

and Australia is much needed t0 help the expert trade.

A considerable portion of last year's cut of shingles still

remain on hand and it is not thought that there will be

a very large shingle trade done this year.

The opinion has been expressed by Mr. Kennedy,

the well-known New Brunswick lumberman, that trade
in the lower provinces will be better this year, owing t0

an expected improvement of lumber business in the
United Kingdom.

UNITED STATES.

Were ît 80 be a case of making comparisons between
conditions of the lumber market on the opening of

spring trade this year with conditions of a year ago

the contrast would be very nîarked. Buyers were then

thick as the proverbial niosquito in the sommer months

and selleis could be as saucy as they liked without fear
of losing sales or nlot securing their prîce. Nothing of
this kind exists to-day. From ail leading lumber
centres coules the report of extreme carefulness and
caution. What we say under the heading of Saginaw
presenits as duli a fecature of the market as is found any-
where at Tonamanda and Buîffalo there is a littie less
apthy with lumbermen, but stili no activity. Not ai any
point is there a strong desire to do any large buying.
Dealers are buying as they want stock, but do nlot care
to stock up and carry any volume. Ail along, prices
have held up as would hardly have been expected
throughout a continuous duil period, but the impression
grows that this pertinacity will flot continue and that
prices will break. No doubt, it is in anticipation of a
movement of this kind that many buyers are holding off
at the prescrnt tirne. Lumbermen do not hesitate, what-
ever may be their politics, to attribute a large share of
the dullness to the tariff bill. Two montbs agu it was
taken for granted that the Wilson bill wouid have be-
come law almost right away and whether that would
have meant free lumber as it looked then or something
else the matter would have been definite. But political
complications now makes the outlook very uncertain
and polititcians apparently would talk the question ail
summer, though this conduct might send business to the
dogs.

FOREIGN.

Signs are not wanting that the lumber trade of Great
Britain will show a marked improvement this summer.
The feeling in this direction is strGnger than it has been
for some time. Certainly the period of depression has
been a very continued one and commerce, generally, is
still far from active, but if no untoward condition arise
in the shape of a strike or something of that character,
it is thought a good deal of lumber will be distributed
during the next few months. This is the view that is
entertained by our Canadian lumbermen, who have large
dealings in the United Kingdom. Quite encouraging
news cornes from South America and it is believed that
frorn the Ottawa section and also from British Columbia
a large volume of lumber will go out to South America
the prescrit season. So deep lias been the commercial
depression that has overshadowed Australia for the past
thiee years that it is hardly safe to predict too much of
a revival, but it is believed that things have taken a turn
and this important field of export will commence to caîl
for a good share of lumber from Canada.

HARDWOODS.

Local hardwood men with wvhom we have talked do
not express any reason for complaint with the business
that they are doing. Nearly ail find a good market for
whatever output they ar&.able to complete. Taking the
broader field, there are some signs in connection with
the expert of hardwood lumber that cail for caution.
We are told that in foreign markets, Germany for ex-
ample, that altogether to0 heavy consigniments of bard-
woods have gone forward lately, and this fact is causîng
some suspicion in the minds of foreign lumbermen.
The report is given of a Germanv firm that it is said has
îo,ooo walnut logs on hand. These people say that in
Mai ch 1893, they had a stock of about 2,000 waln ut logs
on hand, they have this year 12,000. Other indications
seem te tell of a demoralized condition of affairs in Ger-
many and elsewhere.

TORONTO, ONT.

TORONTO, April 10, 1894.

CAR OR CARGO LOTS.

1-4 in. cut up and better.............................. 33 Go 36 oo
xoand 12 dressing and better ................ .......... 20 GO .2 oo

ixTo and 12 mill run .................................. 16 Oo 17 Go
lxîa ad 1 2 common................................... 13 00 14 Go

ixîo and 12 spruce colis................................ 10 oo Il Go

lx I 0 and 12 Mi CIIIIS..................................2 JO l 00
i inch clear and picks ................................. .s o8o 32 Go
i inch dressing and better......................... ..... 20 00 22 On
i inch siding millit us.................................214 Go 15 Go
i inîch siding commos .................................. 12 00 13 00
i inch siding ship culis.................................1 Go 0 12 00
i ich siding miii culis .................................. 9 Goo 200G

Cuii scantiisg..........................................5 8Go 9 Go

1 1-2 and thicker cutting up piank ....................... 24 Go 26 o
i inch strips 4 in. tO Bin. miii tus ............... 14 Go 1 5 o
l'inch stripS, comlmon ................................... 212 00 13 00
1 1-4 inch flooring............................... .......... z6 na
1 1-2 inch flooring ......................... 16 o
XXX shingies, 16 inch ................................. 2 50 2 60
XX shigles16 inch ..................................... I1 5o i 6o
Lath, No. i............................. 2 t5
Lath, NO. 2............................ s _ o 1 201

YARD QUOTATIONS.

Miii culi boards and scatding$io o
Shippiîîg coul boards, promis.

cuotîs widths. .. ..... 3 Go
stocks . . . 16 o

Scantîig andj.oist, upto1î6ft 14 Go
î5 ft 15 Go
20 fi16 no
22 ft17 00
24 ft 19 Go)
26ft 20 Go

28 f122 00

3 oft2 4 00
3 2ft 2 7 00

3 4 ft 29 50
23 50

3 6 Il 3 1 00

3 8 ft 33 Ou
40oto44 ft 37 Go

Cutting ttp pianks, 1
and thicker, dry . 25 Go 28 ne,

hl oard rB Go 24 00
Dressing biocks . .. . 1

6 
ou 20 ou

Picks Arn. inspection. 30 o

HARDWOODS PER

Ash, white, 1 toz2in,.$18 Go $2000o

1 21,0 4. -2000 2400
hiack 1 15î4 16 Go iS Gol

Birch, sq., i " 4-. 17 Go: 20 00

4x4", 8XS 20 00 2200o
red x " 14200-022 0

Il2 4.. 22Go0 25 00
yeiOw 1 "4.. 140 -2100

Basswood i " î4 15 Go 16 a
, I ". 2..î6o -î8o

Boîternut 1 1 %l 23 o 25 00
Il 2 3.. 25 00 28 W

chestrait 1 2.. 25 Go 30 o
Cherry I i2t4So oo 6o000

Il 2 4.. 6.00 65 ol:

F. Mt.
i 1 -2 in. floorisg, dres'd 26 00 3o o0

rough iS oc, 22 00
dres'd 25 Go 28 00

2 1-4 in. flooriog, us-
dressed, B.Ni. . . 16 oo 18 00

1 1- 4 in. fliring, dres'd 18 ou 20 0'
I lundres'd 12 00 15 0

Beaded sheeting, dres-
sed. .. ..... 2000o 35 00

ciapboarding, dres'd. 12 OC
XXX sawn shingles

pe M . .. .. .. 260 21
Sawn ath . . . . ...... 2
Red Oak. .. .... 30 00 40 OC
White ". .. .. 37 On 45 OC
Basswood, No. 1 and 2 28 00 30 OC
Cherry, No. i and 2. 70 00 90 OC
White ash, i and 2.. 24 Go 35 OC
Black ask, iand 2. .20 00 30 00

M1. FEET CAR LOTS.

Fii,sofî " 154$11 Gol $12 OC
Il 2 3.. 12 - .3 00

rock i ' Y,2400C Y600
Il " 2 3..150 IS OC

Hickor 04 "2.. 280- 3000
MapIe I 1 1260- 17 0

Il 2 "4.. 170 col 8 0

Oak,red,p'n i I Yî 28 00 30 0C
Il '4.. 30 00 3200

white" " 1 1 28 00 30 OC
I 2 4.. 30 00 3 5OC

"quantd i "2.. 48 00 5 -00
Walnut 1 Il 3.. 85 o0 JOO-1

0

Whitewood I 11 2.. 32 Go 360OC

OTTAWA, ONT.
OTTAWA, April la, 1894.

Pine, good sidings, per M feet, h.m ................. .....$32 00 40 0O
Pine, good strips, " " ........... 27 00 35 OC
Pine, good shorts, " . . . 20 Gou 27 OC
Pine, ind quaiity sidings, per M fe et, 'hm............0 O 2 5 OC
Pise, 2nd quaiity strips, " " "l ........... 18 Go22 0C

Pine, 2nd quaiity shorts, ............ 15 Go 1
8 

0C
Pine, shipping coul stock, " " ......... 4 00 16 OC
Pine, box coul stock, ."........... il 00 13 OC
Pise, s.c. strips and sidings Il...........2 OO 20 4 0C
Pine, miii coul............. ............. _8 o 1a00

Lath, per M .......................................... . i 6o 2 9

QUEBEC, QUE.
QUEBEC, April 10, î894.

WRITE FINE IN THE RAFT.
ets. C>~

For inferior and ordisary according 10 average, quaiity etc. ,
measured off .......................................... 14 @~

For fair average quaiîy, according t0 average, etc., measured off, 16 2

For good and good fair average, " " " "23 2
For superior .8 " "o 30
In shipping order " 9 3j
Waney board, 18 t0 19 inch a .
Waney board, i9 t0 21 inch 37" " 40

RED PINE -IN TH RAFT.

Measured off, according to average and quaiity ................ 14 2
In2 shipping order, 35 to 45 feet " Il.......... 22 30

OAK lItIcRIGAN ANDO0HIO.
By the dram, according t0 average and qîîaiity .. ......... 5

By the dram, according t0 average and quaiitY, 45 10 5o fret .. 30 3's
Il 3010a35 fet. .25 e

ASR.

14 inches and op, according t0 average and quaiity .. ...... 30 34

16 inch average, according t0 average and qtîality 2o 23

FiatîrdTAMARAC. 1

Square, according t0 size and quaiîy . . . . .2 7

STAVES.
Merchantahie Pipe, accordisg 10 quai. and sp'cfct'n-nommnai . $330 $350
W. 0. Puncheos, Merchantabie, according t0 quaiity . . . . 90 200

DEA LS.
Bright, according t0 miii specificatios, $11 5 t0 $123 for 's1, $78 to $82 for

2nd, and $3 t0 $42 for 3rd quality.
Bright spruce, accordinf to iiilspecification, $40 t0 $43 for It, $27 10 $28

for 2nd, $.3 10 $25 iOC 3rd, and $19 10 $21 for 4th quaiîy.

SAGINAW, MICH.

SAGINAW, Mich., April îoth.-More se than at othef

points, the spring season opens up with little evidence
of life in the lumber trade. Few sales are being made
and the disposition is firm with many buyers to hold 0
in anticipation of a break in prices. The stasement i5
made that log run is selling now at probably $-2 below
price of a year ago. From $13 to $20 are quotatiOI15
on log run. $8.5o and up is being asked for the Nor'
way bill stuif and $i i and $i 1.50i for boxes. The report5

of trade that reach this point from the East do not give
encouragement for large trade. Affairs there, we are
told, are dulI. No alterations in shingle quotations i5
to be noted.

FFNISHINO LUMBER ROUGR.

Upprs, il, 4 and 14 ... 4 Fine xms tn i..... 35C
2 In.............. 46 4 î and i% in .......... 36 OC

Selecîs, isi .......... 400 C2 î ......... 37C0
2Y+and ý4 ......... 410 C 7, SadIl..............3o00
2fln ............. 4- 'l

SIDING.

Ciear, ý4 in ................ 40,c,...... ......... 2 lq 0
.............. 480 '1 5. ......... 34 00

Select, % ins........21 G No. z, in i.......2.3 0
ý1 n........... 400 ...................... 23 00

TIMIlER, J015T AND SCANTLING.

2x4 10 102110, 12, 14 asd 16 ft.$îî GOC 20 ft ............. 214 00
18 fî ......... 13W 22 and 24 fI..........150
For each additiosal 2 fit. adî 1 2 in. pias'k asd timber $i extra ;extro

for sizes above 12 in2.


