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sudden jump of an hour in time in passing from liable in heavy damages for doing so? Or sup-

2:31::‘?3 zone to another, as many railways in both
l'eatr;?vs must do; and it seems t}?e Grand Trunk,
into o e:stern and C:.ma.dxan Paf:lﬁc are each run
colon; ;)qtlme zones within Qntarlo, and the Inter-
wick :- dnto two suc%x zones in Quebec, New Brun_s—
wiye iﬂ Nova §cotxa, There‘musf be many rail-
el‘encn the I.'Imtc.ad States which v1ole}te.the con-
great ie rule xn. hke.: manner ; ‘and this is a' v.ery
m:‘mermfperfectlon 1r.1 the 1:ule itself. But thisisa
nates tf or the consideration of the.railway .mag-
call emselves. The matter to which I desire to
MYOHI‘ attention is the legal aspect of the case.
POSeatI}l,y people (not l.awyers, of course) seem to sup-
seem, | at'standard time has become legal time, and
n} Inclined to govern themselves and their doings
Pfac‘: ;hus putt.ing the railway managers in the
Ten of the Legislature. Now, looking for the mo-
a Outatt Ontario alonfe, standard time at London 1s
and wenty-four m'mutes earlier than legal time;
rom oere are places in Essex where thej ump occurs
standanz t}me 'zone to anoth?r, and at w}nch the
invisib; t.lme is an hour earlier on one side of an
3235 ve line than on the o‘ther. Now our Act
of that xc. 21, §1, deﬁne's “ night ': for the purposes
evenin ct as commencing at .“ nine o'clock in the
. mg O.f each day and ending at six o'clock in
v stalO:;mng ?f t}?e next succeeding day,” so that
elinn ard time it would be night on one side of
50 burelwhefl it was day on the other ; afxd by sec.
ain 0&& ary is _deﬁned t.o be the commission of cer-
offence ences in the night only, so that the same
R0t og thwould be burglary on one side the: line and
Row 4 Be.other. Mr. Robertson, of Hamilton, l.xas
urgl ill htefore the House of Commons making
tene: ary punishable by imprisonment in the peni-

en .
tiary for life. Fancy a man tried for burglary in

as'f::’eltghhboux-hood of thatline, and a question arising
at, ey e hour when the offence was committed.
‘Vet'xt ;‘1 n Lo'ndon, the offence would be burglary
‘tﬁndz;:“r minutes earlier in the evening by
& did o than b}f legal time, and the offender, if
Utes Jop ot break in, would have twenty-four min.
evi”ﬂ!;l' to break out. Then, again, the Ontario
ar shautatut.e. ¢. 111, § 22, provides that no Regis-

| receive any instrument for registration
Our‘;;‘:l‘:hin the hours of ten in the forenoon and
“'trumenet aftefrnoon, and he is to endorse on the
Y, but th registered n?t only the year, month and
*uppose h'e hour and minute of registration. Now
on by gt im to s.hut and open his office in Lon-
inutey ::dard time, he would shut it twenty-four
After the | fore'. and open it twenty-four minutes
oa pe egal time. Might he not do serious wrong
'%eiVedrson whose mortgage or other claim he
or refused illegally ? and might he not be

pose a Returning Officer closing or opening his
poll twenty-four minutes before or after the legal
time: or a tavern-keeper doing the same by his
bar; or a case of insurance with a policy expiring
at noon, and a loss occurring after standard but
before legal noon. And so of an infinite variety of
cases, where time is of the essence of the act done
and its effect. In England, where they look closely
into the consequences of such things, difficulties of
this kind were foreseen when Greenwich time was
adopted for all England in 1880, and an Act, 43-44
V.. c. 9, was passed making it legal time, which, of
course, they knew it would not otherwise be, I
can believe that the advantages of the change may
there have been greater than the disadvantages;
for England is comparatively small, and the great-
est difference between standard and the old legal
time is only about twenty-two minutes, and there
is no jump of an hour; the sea bounds the time
zone, so that no one can mistake it; and they have
taken care to leave Dublin time for Ireland. Our
case, and that of the United States, is different.
We have five jumps of one hour each; and with
all due respect for the railway authorities, I think
it would have been better if they had adopted or
would adopt the time of go° West Longitude as the
standard for the United States and Canada right
across the continent—one railway time without
jumps or breaks, and the two oceans for the limits
of the time zone. A clock with two minute hands,
or one hand with two points, would show legal and
standard time at once; and there would be no
places with two standard times, as there are now
at the boundary of each time zone, Iam informed
that the authorities of the Naval Observatory at
Washington hold the same opinion. If any but
the present legal time is to be used as such the
change should be made by law, as it was in Eng-
land. In the United States, it appears, that every
State has power to fix its own legal time ; Congress
has it only for the District of Columbia (ten miles
square, I believe), and has exercised the power by
adopting standard time of 75° West Long. But the
said District is smaller than England, and there
could hardly be a minute of time difference between
any two places in it. In Canada, I think the
power rests with the Dominion Government. Iam
of opinion that there should be no change in the
legal time; that Canada is too big to adopt one
legal time for its sixty or seventy degrees of longi-
tude, and that no jump system could be made
rational and workable in law. But I hold that the
Dominion Government and the Governments of the
saveral Provinces should state authoritatively that
the mean solar time of each place remains ashitherto




