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"'Not another thing. There wasn't
so muich as a pin out of place. No sigui
of any weapon. The only finger-
prints were those of thé dead woman
herself on thé ehair-arm and on the
table. Thé carpet yielded nothing.
Theré was nio trace of ash in the lire.
Trhe lire, by the way, must have béen
built upl sbortly before the murder.
The ketie had heen set on top, pré-
suniably in préparation for a cup of
tea. But our searcli was flot exhaus-
tive. Ridley hiad O'Toole with him,
aud 1 think O'Toole la about the bést
seareher that ever happenéd. We left
Jhimn to go over everything microscop-
iraily, and hée will report any fIbd to
lis. Ile is quite safe to bc trusted
with the routine. But 1 fancy hé won't
id mucli. Everything looked so un-

disturbed and normal., It was a if
someone had called in for a chat and
a cup of tés sud decided on murdér
inst.ad. There are only tbree things
which béar the slightest emphasis-
Â-ehew I Gret Scott, I'vé got a cold!
-and the three tbings are: the dated
coins, the baby's slip sud the look on
the womau's face. If you can maké
anything out of thém, you're welcome.
Icsn't.>
"That's thé proper state o! mmid,"

grinéd Gregory. "When discour-
aged, remembér that youi're not the,
wbole show. To my mind those tfl!é
things look distinetly promising, and
you're wron« about theré being noth-
in- else. There la a very intéresting
something else wbich wifl be this-baif-
of-the-flrm's contribution. But 1
shan't tell you what it i. until your
case is all in. What outside évidence
did you get?»

"Surprisingly littie. The bouse is
a eornér one, unfortunately, and thé
room in whichthe shot wasireddoes
not face another bouse, but faces a
strip of lawn aud thé side streét. Thé
womian who lives in thé néit-door
bouse on Richly Rosd thinks that she
heard a noise about five o'clock wheu
she wéut into thé kitchen to brisk up
the ftre for supper, but shé thought
it was a bursting auto tire aud did
not even look out of thé window. Noné

of thie other neighbours ssw or 1
anything. They are busy peopl(
know very littie about théc tena:
No. 3. She neyer made herseif
lar in thé neighbourhood, and1
bouses beiug rented, thé occuj
change quite often. No one lias
thing véry definite to ssy fe
against Mrs. Siiumons, buýt ou
whole I think 1 detected traces
vague dislike of ber. Oné womar.
she had disagréeable éyés, sud
lier cata gave lier thé creeps. She
herseif to herself, they say, but i
éd to have some fashionable fri
for smartly dressed ladies have
seén to visit lier at différent 1
In fact, nearl.y ail ber féw visitoi
péar to have been prosperous pý
But théy have neyer béen knoç
maké very lengthy stays, nr 1
turn. It is the opinion o! Rich2ly
that Mrs. Simmons hsd been
sort o! upper servant whose fi
emiployers continué to take an ini
in ber."

"Not very likely. Former eéx
ers do not display sucli tou
ioyalty, as a rule-aud certainl
in quantities. If lier visitors haC
thé sanie people coming at int,
there miglit bé something in it,
gather that ail thèse prosperoue
pie were différent?"

«1Yes. I questioued rather e
upon that point."

«Besidés, if lier former home~
England-"

"She gave out that shée came
Englaud, but Richiy Road doesi
lieve it.?

'<Does Ricbly Road give auy y
for its disbelief?"

"Noue whatevér. But every-%
I quéstionéd aaid that althb
Simmons spoke 'kind of Enls
didn't believé that thé eeae
éver béen in Eugland in ber lii

"Tbat's odd. Straugé how
popular beliefs form tbesle
ont a trace of évidence. and Rt


