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vtactured goods would have to Le elim- | countries as well. This was done ux.nn-:

inuted, but what we wanted was to send

@ commission to Washington to lay down |

© basls for a treaty. We would have
supported our opponents in any similar
policy, but, ‘whie professtng w willigp
ress (0 go to Washington and negotia'
@ treaty, they never had any such inte
tion, and while with ¢me breath thew
10ld the people they wanted to negotiate
t treaty, with the other breath they said
e were disloyal because we wanted to
negotiate a treaty, (Cheers.)

LOYALTY TO BRITAIN,

You know the part disloyalty played In
the last election. T am loyal to the Brit-
ish crown.
province of Quebec, and [ am happy to
repeat It to-day, when 30 many of my
fellow-subjects of French orlgin are pres-
ent, that we owe a debt of gratitude to
the British crown for the

I have often repeated in the

way it has |

treated us in the last 50 years. (Cheors.) |

Loyal although | am, 1 do not think it
would be my part to say that the inter-
e'ts of a colony are the Interests of the
emplre. Take the best families in the
land; there 18 often a diversity of inter-
ests between members of that famlly,
and there is a diversity of Interests be-
tween the members of an empire. The
commercial interests of England are not
tne Interests of Canada, ‘and the com-
mwercial interests of Canada are not the
commercial interests of England; and
there 18 no Conservative who can say
that, for the faot that England is free
trade and the Canadian Conservatives
protectionist shows that there 18 at least
a diversity of Interests between Eungland
and Canada. 8ir, 1 want now to say this,
if the Interests of Canada clash with the
interests of England, is it any pary @
my loyalty or yours that we should make
the interests of Canada give way to the

interests of Great Brita'n ? (Cries’of
“No, no.”') What Is the reudon, [ want
to know, that my ancestors left the

shores of France to come to the ravage
country? Simply because they were not
setisfled with their condition in France
a4 thought they would better it In Can-
eda. What s the reason your own fath-
=« Jeft the shores of Great Britaiu, of

and, Ireland, and Scatland,
s ly becausa your  own fath-
ers were not satisfled with thelr conditlon
upon their native soll, but believed that
by coming to this country they would
bulld up for themselves and their fam-
{lies a better and more prosperous con-
dition of things. And are we, the'r de-
scendants, to be told when we find our
interests clashing with those of the
motherland we must stand by the mother-
land? 1 do not attempt any such loyalty,
and I am quite sure of the position that
would be adopted in any part of Great
Britain. I would not hesitate to g upon
any platform there and state the same
thing that 1 say to-night. T am a Hrit-
ish subject,and If it wers my lot to have

n @ member of the British house of
commons I would speak ke an English-
man and stand up for England in pre-
ference to Canada any time.

CANADA FIRST,

But T am a member of her majosty's
house of commons of Canada. and JMeave
it to Englishmen who represent the in-
terests of her majesty's subjects in the
Imperial parllament to deal with the In-
terests of the English nation, and I call
upon the people of (‘anada to stand up
for the Interests of Canada: and if there
be any muan In this audlence-no, there
is no one tn this audience—-but if there
be any man outside of this audience
who says he stands up in preference for
the interests of England, I tell him ‘‘zo
back to England.” And in speaking as
I do, I clalm I am perfectly loval, be-
cause her majesty the Queen does not
expect that any of her Canadian sub-
Jects should abase themselves or should
refuse to stand up for the Interests of
thelr coumtry; but she exp=ats from us
upon every occasion that the interests of
Canada be paramount, (Applanse) Again,
1 say, this is loyalty such as I under-
stand i#t. But there 1s more than this
10 satisfy the consclence, the supercliious
conscience of those extreme Conservatives
who, I am afraid, will not he satisfied
with anything except the possession of
power. Let me tell them this, that If a
treaty 1s negotlated by Canada with a
forelgn country that treaty will have to
be ratified by the government of her ma-
e the Queen in England and if the

-y guverainvat object that we should
make Such a treaty, then, sir, and not
sooner, it will be time to ralse objections.

‘What I «Num s that wpon this policy
of reclprocity, it should be well known
and well understood that while claiming
to do the best for our country, we know
full well that our actlun is subject to the
approbation of her majesty the Queen.
These two questions, in my judgment,

ought to constitute mainly the programme

of the Liberal party. (Applausc) The
baittle In which we are engaged at this
moment s a battde for the welfare of

Canada, and the welfare of Canada de-
pends upon her fiscal polley.

But there are other questions sti'l. One
of the evils of the national policy and the
eystem of protection has been here, as
everywhere else, to lower the moral level
of public lfe. It is a subject, however,
into which I do not desire to enter at
length. 1 epeak of It more in sorrow
than in anger; but I tell you this, if you
want to purify the political atmosphere
that not a cent I8 to be levied except
what is necessary to carry on the legli-
imate expenses of the government econ-
omically administered. I speak of this
Subject more dn sorrow than In anger.
but there is not a man who has in his

a patriotic heart that does not
see with shame that the name of (an-
ada has becwme the byword of corruption
among the clvilized nations of the earth.

THE MAJORITY MUST RULKE.

There are other questions, but we have
not the time to take up too many. One
or two, however, ought not to be for-
gotten. We should endeavor to retain In
every election an honest expression of
the public mind and of the public will
We must be governed by the majority.
I do not say that the majority s always
right, but until we have something bet-
ter we must abide by the eule that the
majority must govern. What [ want is
atrue and honest expression of the public
mind. 1 object, therefore, to those laws
which*have been placed on the statute
book by which the men In power continue
not to have an honest expression of the
public mind, and distort the true expres-
slen of the public will. 1 denounce §t to
you as {nfamy. 1 say that the best and
safest principle 18 to resort to the old
polley we Ywad In former years of having
& provincial franchise. This system pre-
valled for the first eighteen years after
eonfederation und I never heard a single
oomplaint againsg it. ‘The majority ruled,
but In 1880 thie InYamous act wus passed,
80 Infamous is it that the men who pro-
meted it dare not put It In force because
the law requires that there should be
vevision every year. But a revision every
year costs so much that the government
are begged by their followers not to put
thas expense upon them. But the act
is put sn force on the eve of an election
because It gives to the party In power
an unfair advantage. Agaln 1 denounce
this other (nfamy, the systoam of gerry-
mander. Under our own systemn of gov-
ernment It is necessary that there shouid
De after every census a redistribution of
seats. There 18 but one basis to adopt,
the basis of the mother land. There have
been redistributions In the mother land,
but there hus never heen a word of com-
plaint, because the redistribution takes
place upon a well known basls and prin-
ciple, and that is that the boundary of
no county should be interfered with,
That is a principle which ought to be
adopted here, and I hope that upon this
we will haVe a most emphatic expression
€rom this conventien.

There are other questions, and It would
not be fadr on my part not to deal with
them, WIithin the last fifteen davs |
have recelvel scveral applieations from
different parts of the country asking me,
“What ure you golng to do about tem.
perance™  “What are you going to (o
about prohivitton?' T ought to speak
frankly upon this. 1 don't pretend at this
moment to glve you any more than my
views. On a former occasion I already
announced that this was a free, demo-
cratle conventlon, in which no cut-qnd-
dried resolutions are to be placed before
you, You are free to move upon prohibi-
ton or unything else that you choose, but
I ask vou simply to wllow me 1o give vou
my views. You arc aware that two years
B0, aguinsmt our protest, however, (e Fave
erment of the day appointed g com-
mission to investigate the Hquor guestion
not only In this country but In other

f

I =tdll be-
all the

We belleved,
part, that we have

St our protest.
lieve for my

|

information we require on which to form |

an opinion upon this subject. The Do-
minion Alllance, which is the great prohi-
bition parllament of the country, has a
representative to speak for it upon e
floor of the house of commons. That gen-
tleman s Mr. Dickey. You know very
well that, not upen one occuwton)  but
during two sessfong the sesslons of I8
and 1B#-—the Dominton Alilaace, by the
mouths of {t3 spokesman and the other
members of the alllance upon the ‘floor
of the house of commons, declared that
until that commission had reported the
question of prohibitien should be left I'n
abeyance, so far as the Dominfon parlia-
ment s concerned,  Well. slr, for my
part, 1 do not see how, as long as this
report I8 to come, as long as th's investi-
gation is to proceed and as long as the
Dominion  Alllance professes to be sat-
fztied with it, the Canadian parliament,
the Liberal party, can deal with it T.et
e go one step further. As far as |
am personally concerned, T am prepared
to glve my views now and at once upon
this question, and as soon as It is re-
moved from the state it 1s In now I shall
not hesitate to glve my views with no
uncertain sound. It would he premature
to say how I should speak or vote. but
my mind is made up and I will be pre-
pared to give my advice to the Liberul
party for them to act upon it or not,
Just as they please. As long as the
commission I8 deliberating 1t would be
impossible for us to frame a policy. If
they did, the government would go to
their friends and say “This is not rfair to-

ALEX., WUERELER, president Reform associa-
tion, Toronto.

wards us, we are seeking Information at
your request,”’ and therefore: do not ask
us to have an (ssue on this, and, gen-
temen, I wamt to have an issue with
the government oln every question that
comes up. (Hear, hear) There §s another
question upon which I have read sev-
eral communications urging me to take
a course upon that question. Different
persons in the various provinces have
asked me to take the opposite courses.
To them I have given no agswer. [ glve
it now, gentlemen, I wish the question
were In any other condition. Those of
you mwho follow political events know
that last session Mr. Tarte on the one
hand and Mr. D'Alton MCarthy on the
other agreed that the government were
a pack of cowards—(cheers)-that they
did not deal on that subject In a manly
way. Upon my part I spoke in the same
sense, and I now say that the govern-
ment acted In a cowanrdly way and did
not dare to speak either one way or the
other. It was thelr bounden duty to say
one thing or the other, but instead of
actirg like men of courage they allowed
passion to be inflamed In Manitoba and
Quebec and never dared to stand up like
men and put an issue of the question.
They are to be blamed for this, (Hear,
hear.) They shunted the question to the
courts, where it 138 now. The opposition
are not in a position to take any action
until such time as a report has been
given by the courts and until the courts
have decided whether or not the govern-
ment have the right to interfere. Then,
eir, 1t will be time for us to say we will
act or not. In my estimation it is not
prudent, now that the question i8 before
the court, to deal with #t because it would
e appealing to prejudices  which it
would be better to be left aside. (Ap-
plause) For my part, as on the tem-
perance queetfon, T say it is possible the
time may never come to speak on this
subject again in parllament, becanse, {f
the courts decide that the government

have no righ! to interfere, that will be
an enud of the guestion forever. (Hear,
hear.) One word more. It s now X

years since confederation. It was openly
gald at the tfme that the object of those
who framed the constitution was to make
this Canada of ours a nation under pro-
gressive British institutiona. For my part,
| have always regretted that upon that

Joun Freerr, Toronto,

occaslon a province was trampled on,
instend of an appeal belng made to the
best ‘nstinets of thelr hearts. Such an
appeal would have reconclled them long

Ago to a system which, In my estima-
tion, Is a noble one because It has w
great aim. Now and for ever, whether

we are in opposition or In power, it will
ever be our aim upon every occaston to
appeal o the generons heart of the  people
and not resort to foree or coercion, (Cheers. )
We are divided in this country as to race
and creed, but 1 am glad to see that In
the high alm we have In view there Is
no creed or racial diviston,  There |s
something superior upon which we desire
to build up a natlon; but 18 1t suMcient
to have a moral basis for a people ? Wao
must have material prosperity, and the
prosperity of the people depends upon
our figcal poliey. We are probably on the
eve of a general elect'on. When It wi'l
come I8 among the secrets of the gods
upon Parliamgnt Wil yonder. It {s possi-
ble we may have a repetition of the de-
celt of the last dissolution and it, there-
fore, behooves us to be henceforth pre-
parced for the fray, whenever [t comes,
Lot us resove, here and now and henees
torward and for every moment from this

day or until the battle has been won,
that we shall never v our efforis, and
for my part In this struggle | shall en-
deavor to do my duty to the best of my
ability-(loul cheersiand 1 hope, nay, 1
am sure, that every one of you, general,

colonel, captain and private, whenever it
comes, will always bhe found

convention rising and cheering vocifer-
ously.)

MK, LAURIER'S SPEECH IN FRENCH,

Mr. Laurler, at the conclusion of h‘.*!
address, made also a few remarks in
French, alluding to the principles laid |

down by such men as Papineau and lLa- |

fontaine, and calling upon his fellow-|
countrymeyu to follow in the'r footsteps,
His remarks created the wildest entihus-

fasm among the delegates
COMMITUEE ON RESOLUTIONS,

The report of the comenittes to strike
committees, which was read by Mr. Chas
Hyman, recommended the following wgen- |
tlemen as members of the commitive on

from Quebec, |

resolutions:—Hon, . A, P, Pelletier, Hon. !
W. Ross, Hon., F. langelicr, Hon. F.
(i, Marchand, Hon, D. A, Macdonald, .
Peausglell, P, A, Choquetts, M.P, (.
Deschene, M.PP,, Dr. Guay, M.P., A
Turgeon, M.PP., L. H, Brodeur, M.P,

Dr. Christie, M.P,, J. 1. Tarte, M.P, L
Serlver, M.P., 8. A. Fisher, ex-M.P., Dr.
Rinfret,  M.P,  Jules  Pessior,  MPP,
George Carroll, M. P, Dr. Godbout, M.P.,
. R, Deviin, . M.P,, Dr. Valllancourt, M.
P, Hon, F. P, Thompson, Hon, A. H.
Gillmor, W, F. George, George . King,
;. Hadlow, 1. J. Carleton, G. F. Greg-
ory, J. U. Elier, Jas. Domville, James
O'Brien, Hon, J. A. . Prendarzast, Hon,

Robt, Watson, Mr. Bechard, M.P., Hon.
J. M. Ross, Hom, James Richards, Hon,
David Laird, Malcolm MacDonald, Hon.,
L. H. Dav M.P,, Hon. B, Rogers, J.

W, Carmichacl, W, H. Chase, M. Dwyer,
Hon, A, . Jones, George J. Troop, G. IL
Murray, D. C. Fraser, M.P., Hon. A. Me-
Glllivray, Mayor Keefe, Mayor Allan, Dr.
Borden, M.P., Hon., R. W. Scott, Sir
R'ehard Cartwright, Hon. David Mills,
M.P., John Chariton, M.P., John McMil-
lan, M.P., Goorge (', Gibbons, James D.
Edgar, M. P, R. O, Clute, D. Burke Simp-
son, James Sutherland, M. P., James Con-
mes, M.PP, Robt. Jaffray, W. Mulock,
M.P,, W, Patterson, M.P.,, W. D. Balfour,
M.PP.,, Andrew Pattullo, Hon., .James
Young, Chas, Mackenzie, M.PP., F. T.
Frost, A. T. Wood, J. R. Stratton, M.PP,,
T O. Andersbn, James MeMullen, M.P.,
T. P. Gorman Hon. J. M. Gibson, N. A.
Beleourt, E. D, O'Flynn, W. R. Ayles-
worth, Joseph Tait, M.PP., W. Glbson,
M1

The committee further gecommended
that Mr. Laurier and the president and
vice-president elected by this convention
be ex-officlo members of all committecs.
The report was unanimously adopted.

THE SECOND DAY,

When the convention opened this morn- | a few words from nin: in English,

it g the delegutes were present in large
force. The appearance of Sir Oliver Mow-
at and Hon. H. G. Joly aroused a burst

and waved their hats and fans with
enthusiasm.

Sir Oliver announced that as most of
the speaking had been in English they
would all be glad that their fellow-coun-
trymen who prefer the French language
should hear a speech in the language they
love. He called upon Mr. Joly to address
them. The announcement was received
with cheers by the French delegates, who
filled all the seats near the platform, Mr.
Joly, speaking to his compatriots, told
them that upon their return to their pro-
vince they would be able to tell their peo-
ple that they had seen one of the grand-
est of spectacles here, Their chief ac-
cleimed by thousands of persons; their
leader, whose characeristics were cour-
age and frankness, who went to Toronto,
where some people sald he would not
dare to speak, and had repeated the same
things he had said in Quebec, That was
the reason he was respected in Ontario
The people of that province respected him
for his courage, That, Mr. Joly sald,
was the man who woull lead them to vie-
tory by the sgtraight line of honor and
loyalty, When they returnad to their pec-
ple they would also tell that they had
been sitting here s'de by side with dele-
gutes from all parts of the Dominlon, and
that it was impossible to tell who were
I"rench-Cenadians and who were English
when Mr. Laurier was speaking, Refer-
ring to political guestiors, he said the
situation in 1578 was the same as to-day.
There was a cornmercial erisis then and
row. The people In 1878 were asking Mr.
Mackenzie If hé could not do som«thing
to lighten thein burdens. Mr. Mackenzic's
reply was that it was not by legislation

of cheering and applause. The crowd rose !

they were to seek relief, that the
remedy was in the people’s hands, and
that they must depead upon the abun-

dant resources of the country, Then there
apreared a doctor who said he had a
universal panacea. Mr. Joly said that
he himself at that time had a certain cou-
fidence in the remedy, and the great ma-
jority of the people of the eountry decided
to try . Mr. Mackenzie fell with honor,
and to-day was the day of his rehabilita-
tion. \What has been the result of the
remedy whose doses had to be increased
from year to year ? Manufactures had
certainly risen, but it was by forcsd
growth and they bore no fruit
ther efore now obliged o see If they could
not prune some of the top branches, lop
the mounldering branches away, and, said
Mr. Joly, the axe must be lail at the
trunk of the tree. He referrsd to the
formation of combines by which smull in-
dustries had been crushed
cuse of the rope factory at Montreal, The
people had had enough of protection.
During somewhat extensive traveiling
over the country in Manitoba and other
proviness he had heand the same ory
for a change, He explained that although
in 1878 he had been inclined to believe in

the national policy, he went with Mr,
Mackenzie and fought with him. To-lay
the commercial crisis was worse than |

then, and thousands of their peple were
leaving Quebee. His specch aroused fre-
quent bursts of enthusiasm, and when
he had done the audience cheered him
again and again.

Sir Oliver Mowat s=aid the convention
would now have the pleasure of hearing
another representative of the French
race. They had the advaintage over the
English in that they spoke equally well
in both languages. Those whose lan-
guage was I'rench liked to hear it; those
who spoke English, many of them not
having the advantage of understanding
rench very well, would like to hear the
gentleman who was about to speak. They
had not always agreed with the gentle-
man in the past, and he dare say there
were matters in which they did not agree
with Irim now, but nevertheiess they
would be delighted to see and hear him,
1le was known as being an independent,
feariess and persevering politlcian and
member of parllament. He need not tell
the converntion that he was referring to
the mewber for L'lslet, Mr. Tarte. (Ap-
plause.)

MR. TARTE.

Mr. Tarte received an ovation from the
French-Canadian  delegates, which was
Juined in by those from other provinces
than Quebec. He remurked upon opening
his speech that he was a new comer
amongst them, and that he appreciated
the honor they did him and his county by
calling upon him. He reminded them that
they had marched from the county of
L'Islet to Vaudreull from victory to vie-
tory, and he felt sure they were to be
followed by successes in many other
counties,  As he understood, he went on
o say, they were not met here to do
the govarument's business, or to do a
service to the government., Speaking of
Archbishop Tache's letter with regard to
the Maunitoba schools, he said it had cowe
too late, If it had come last session,
when the archb shop was as well Inform-

fed as now, then the members of parlia-

nt his post.d ties of

(Loud and prolonged cheering, the entire ! Mcurthy was the

ment would have takea advantage of it
The Liberals had the courage of their
convictions, and would have acted upon
them, The government
accept the solution offered by the Liber-
als, and now they must bear the respons

sibility.  Mr.  Laurier  had  yesterday
spoken In prudent terms, but had not
contradicted  his  previous  utterances,

They had leaders who pogsegzel the con-
fidence of the people of all the provinces,
and allies such as Mr. Mowat, who had
done 80 much for their fellow-country-
men In Ontario. At this point in Mr,
Tarte's speech the bell In a chapel near
by began to ring, and the crowd cheersd
and appiauded the remark that o was
ringing the deatlh knell of the governs
ment Proceoding, Mr, Tarte sald that
in 1878, when he was a Conservative, he
wrote a letter, which has caused some
dlscussion.  He was thinking then of |
the time when Sir John Macdonald would |
Aienppear,he was foroseelng all the infirmi- |
Mr larke Wallaee, and that Mr

only man ol abllity lu

They were |

instancing the |

had refused to

the Conservative party, Had nrot the

He asked what the monlsters of the gov-
croment had done for their language or

1

predictions he then made Veen verified 7

their schoouls.  They had then got more
of their portfolios. And by what right
<culd the government ask a man who |

had not the authority of a majority Lo
present o solation ? He was proceeding
to speak of the bishops, when a delegate
cried shame. Mr, Tarte #aid It was not
shame upon the bishops. They were men

| of good faith, and were thercfore not in

a position to negotiate with men who
| had none. He referred individually to
Hon. Messrs. Chapleau, Ouimer anl An-
gers und Sir Adolphe Caron, and declared
the three French ministers were with-
out influence. He left it to his felow-
countrymen to look at the two parties

C. S. Hymax, ex-M.P,, London.

| and draw conclusions. They would only
be respected by t'ecir allies, he declared,
! in the re they r ted themselves,
! (Cheers,)
| When Mr. Tarte %ad concluded his ad-
{ dress in French tnere was a <emand for
He
| sald :(=*Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,—
| I don't speak very well in French and
I @m very sorry tc say that I speak very
badly in English. Still, as you are kind
encugh to call upon me to say a few
words, I must submit. Gentlemen, you
all know that T am an old Tory—(langh-
'ter)=that 1 have ummitted many sins,
but at the scme time I am bound to
 say that | have mude up my mind to do
a little better if T can. (Applause.) For
the last two years I think [ have to
'a certain extent made up for the past
waste of time, and my friend, the Hon.
Mr. Laurier, and myself have been in
||ho past on very friendly relations, |
{have not always been in accord with his
! political views, but I have a'ways found
/in him a man of honor and a man of
grdad  ability. (Applause) One gooxd
morning came when | saw the errors of
my past, and I found in myself enough
courage to tell my assoclates of the past
| that I could not any more work in har-
| mony with them. I suppose 1 could not
|

be accused to-day of having gone from
| the weaker to the stronger party.
| A volce—Stronger In honesty and the
right.
; Mr. Tarte—~But I have come over to
vou when brilllant offers were made to
| me to remain,

A volce—~We welcome you.

Mr. Tarte—I found in my heart and con-
science encugh courage to teil me that

ll"reli«.iont MacLEaN, of the Citawa Re-
I form association.

(it was better to foliow the path of duty
and the path of honor. I think if toe
Conservative party and the Dominion had
had representatives at this wmagnificeat
gathering the result of the next clection
would be already Jdeclded. We are mak-
ng for a plutorm and a programme
that will be acceptable to any honest
man., The platforn: will be open to tu=
acceptance of any mun who has at heart
the welfare of our country. 1 have spok-
en in French of the rights of the min-
ority. Although 1 cannot exprees .uyseif
|iu Baglish with the same facllity as in
| rereh, 1 must gay (o you in English what
I think, because, as I sald 4 minute ago,
hot esty is the best policy. 1 appeal to
(my English fellov.-countrymen to give
me five minutes of your good attention.
We ure accused by the Tory papers of
the provinee of Ontario of ralsing preju-
| Mees and  religious hatred. The motlon
I have made In the house of commons
{on the school question {s attacked upon
(all sides, 1 have Le=en represented to you
as a fanatical man. Gentlemen, 1 feel
'that I am not that sort of man, but 1
feel the same man who has enough cour-
axe to say In French and to say In Eng-
| lish what he thinks is right. (Appiause.)
1 feel, gentlemen, that when the French
‘,elemu:“ have acquired rights they must
not be trampled upon. 1 feel that all
‘citizens of this Mominton have the saine
rights on this broed soil of America,
(Applause,) We don't ask for anythbing
more than that, but we won't take any-

|

(iable view of a prominent member of the
house,

thing lees, and we feel that with the Lib-
eral party we are safe on that ground,
on that school question we are in no
way responsible for the dithcultles exist-
ing to-day. We are not in power., We
did nothing to make us responsible for
the present position of affalrs. before
the elections of 1891 (and what [ am say-
ng now 1 wm prepared to prove) Sir

John Maclonald, the then prime minister,

gent to Archhishop Tuche the Hon, Mr
Chapleau, who  was secretary of state,
with  full  power and authority to
negotiate with Archbishop Tuche
about that school question. What was
agreed was this: It was agreed that
Qir John Macdonald would  not disallow

the law, because It might injure the To-

|
|
|

i =t!ll Uving, who has read my words
uttered in the house of commons, and
who s not deny any one of them, |
pledge himself that after the elections
were over, if the courts of just tu
which the case was then submitied, de-
cided against us, the governm nt wou'd
take the matter into its own hands. There
was the pledge. We <aid at the “'me, and

we say now, that It
a shamefu! pledge. Members of he
jesty's privy councll have no ri
make such pledges. Well, sir, the pledge
was made. Archbishop Tache is living,
and Mr. Chapleau {s living, and [ chal-
lenge either of them to deny the fact
My Englizh fellow-countrymen, vou
should not be surprised If we insist upon
having that pledze carried out,
pledge was given to us. It was not given
only to Archbishop Tache, | knew of
that piedge mys=elf, a8 did others. We
were glven a formal pledge that the gov-
ernment itself would set'le the question,
and, if Archbighop Tache can deny it, 1
challenge Lim to do so. If Mr. Chapleau
can deny 't, I challenge him to do 0. But
the question has been  referred o the
courts of Jjustice. Let it be well under.
stood that, whatever may be the decls-

fon of the courts of justice on any ques- |

tion, the rights are the same after  all
We may be obliged to submit to the law,
as all cltizens are obliged to gubmit ‘o
it, but I claim all the same that our
rights have been infringed by this Tory
government at Ottawa, This # our posi-
tion. We are ready to stand by  our de.
clarations, but we don't want to be mis-
understood. Now., [ have sald a few
words to you as well as [ could. When
1 was 27 years old I could not speak one
solitary word of English, 1 was ten
years in a parish before knowing  that
there were any English people on the sur-
face of the earth, but my boys won't he
in the same position. T have a boy nine-
teen years old who ecan speak English
better than I can myself. Don't belleve
what some people say, that we are not
progressive men In the province of Que-
bec. We are progressive men, When 1
read The Mall and The Empire, Insinuat-
ing, and even saying, that we are a retro-
grade lot of habltants, I come to the con-
clusion that they don't know what

we
are. Come down and see us. I invite
you to visit my own fine county of

I'Islet. Come and see us, and vou will
find to-day In the old province of Quebec
men willing to  work hand-In-hand with
you. You will find a lot of men, of whom
my friend here (Mr. Laurier) s the
worthy and reversd chief. (Applause.)

MR. LAURJER.

There were cries for Mr., Laurier, who
had entered the rink inthe meantime, and
upon his coming forward the immenss
audience, rising, cheered until the rafters
rang. He spoke in French for half an
hour. He reviewed the condition to which
protection has brought the country, and
spoke of the evils of the hidden taxation
of the protective system. Referring to
the Manitoba schoo! quegtion, he de-lar-
¢d that he would not have referred it to
the courts—that he would have had the
courage of his opinlons, and would have
settled it. When he had finishel his
speech, thare were cries of, *Inelish,
English."”
adjournment had arrived, and that the re-
port of the committee on resolutions
would be presented on the geassembling,
and that he would then have the agres-
able duty of moving one of the resolu-
tiora,

AFTERNOON SBESSION,

As the committes on resolutions waus
rot quite ready to report at the opening

of the afternoon session, brief, pointed, |

telling speccnes were delivered by a few
ot the prominent delegates in response (o
calls from the audience,

Mr. D. €. Fraser, M.P,, of Guysboro'
stirred the convention to greatest enthus-
iasm by his eloquent appeal for fresdom
of trade. He sald that the delegates hud

assembled under the conviction that cer- |

taln members of the commuaity, by
means of legislative enactmnent, were re-
ceiving more than their share of the
products of industry. The delegates had
cuine prepared to fight agalist the sys-
tem. (Appilause.) He ridiculed the notion
of Messrs. Bowell and Foster travellins
through the country Investizating the
eflects of the tanl, and pointad out that
they could obtain more information from
such an array of delegates than they
could from certaln favored parties, in the
closet, who commanded them. (“Hear,
hear,” *“That is It."") They reminded him
of the Scotch laird who had a son pos-
sessed of no more brains than he cught to
have. The laird therefore determined to
gend his  son travelling, *“to ses the
world,” as he told a friend. “But,” said
the friend, “de ye no ken that the world
will see him ' (Great laughter)
Messrs. Foster and Bowell started out
they never thought the world would see
through them. (Hear, hear) The Liberal
party was determined to have such re-
form as would give those who toll and
sweat some chance to live. The con-
vention would mics 1ts foree if the dele-
gates did not go howe with convictions
deepened and ardor stimulated to throw
off the shackles upon trade. He Lelioved
the delegates would g0 home t) start an
intelligent erusada, in order to lay

derp

%he principle that every blow they struck |

and every dollar they earnel should give
them, as God designed it should, the
benefit of their labor. (Great ch-ers.)

REPORT ON RESOLUTIONS,

The repurt of the committee on resolu-
tives presented Ly Hon, W. S, Fieding,
and unanimously adopted, {5 as follows (=

The tariff— We, the Liberal party of
Canada, in convention assembied, declare: —

That the customs tariff of the Dominion
should be based, not as it is mow upon the
protective principle, but upon the require-
ments of the public service ;

That the existing taritf, founded upon an
unsound principle, and used, as it has been
by the goverument, as a corrupting agency
wherewith to keep themselves in office, has
developed monopolics, trusts and combina-
tions ;

It has decreased the value of farm and
other landed property ;

It hus oppressed the masses to the en-
richment of a few ;

It has checked immigration ;

It has caused great loss of population ;

It has impeded commerce ;

It has discriminated agaiust Great Bri-
tain.

In these and in many other ways it has
occasioned great public and private injury,
all of which evils must continue to grow in
intensity as loug us the present tantf sys.
tem remains in force.

That the highest interests of Can-
ada demaud a removal of this obstacle
to our country's progress, Ly the
adoption of & sound fiscal policy,
which, while not doing injustice to any
class, will promote domestio and foreign
trade and hasten the retura of prosperity
to our people.

That to that end the tariff should be re.
duced to the meed¢ of honest, ¢conomical
and eflicient governnient.

That it should be so adjusted as to make
free, or to bear as lightly as possible upon,
the necessaries of life, and should be so ar-
ranged as to promote freer trade with the
whole world, more particularly with Great
Britain and the United Statea.

We believe that the results of the protec-
tive system have grievously disappointed
thousands of personswho honestly supported
it, and that the country, in the light of ex.
perience, is now prepared to declare for a
sonnd fiscal policy.

The issne between the two political
parties on this question 18 now clearly de-
fined.,

The government themselves admit the
failure of their fiecal policy, and now pro.
fese their willingness to make some changes ;
but they say that such changes must be
based only on the principle of protection,

We denounce the principle of protection
as radically unsound, swnd unjust to the

masses of the people, and we declnre our |
conviction that any tanfl changes based on |

that principle must fuil to atford any sub
stantial reliet from the burdens under which
the country labors.

This issue we unhesitatingly accept, and
upon it we await with the fullest confidence
the verdict ot the electors of Canada,

was a deceltful and |

That |

He explained that the time for |

When |

| the prosperity of Canada and the United
| States as adjoining countries, with many

should be the most iriendly relations and
| broad and liberal trade 1ntercourse between
| them ;

| That the interests alike of the Dominion
{and of the empire would be materially ad-
vauced by the establishing of such relations;

That the period ot the old reciprocity
treaty was one of marked prosperity to the
British North Americau colonics ;

That the pretext under which the govern-
ment appealed to the country in 1891 re-
specting negotiations for a treaty with the
| United States was misleading and dishonest
and intended to deceive the electorate :

That no sincere ctiort has been made by
them to obtain a treaty, but that, on the
contrary, 1t is manitest that the present
| government, controlled as they are by
monopolies and combines, are not desirous
of securing such a treaty ;

That the first ctep towards obtaining the
end in view is to place o party in power
who are sincerely desirous of promoving a
| treaty on terms honorable to both coun
tries ;

That  fair and liberal reciprocity treaty
would develop the great natural resources
of Canada, would cuormously increase the
| trade and commerce bhetween the two
countries, would tend to encourage friend!y
relatious between the two peoples, would
remove many causes which have in the past
provoked irritation and trouble to the gov-
ernments of both couuntries, andfwould pro-

.

ANDREW PAaTTCLI O, cditor Sentinel - Review,
Wood, tock.

mote those kindly relations between the
enpire and the republic which atford the
best guarantee for peace and prosperity ;

That the Liberal purty is prepared to |
enter into megotiations with a view to|

obtaining such a treaty, iaciuding a well-
considered list of manutuctured articles,
we are satistied that wuy treaty so arranged
will reccive the asscet of her majesty's
government, without whose approval no
treaty can be made,

Corruptica — I'ne
the gross corruptioa 1n the management
and expenditure of public moneys which
for years past has existed under the rule of
the Conservative pariy, and the revelations
jof which by the diticrent pariiamentury
committees of inquiry have brought dis
grace upon the fair name of Canada.

The government, which profited politi-
cally by these expenditures of pubiic

franded, and which, nevertheless, hive
| never punished the guilty parties, must be
lield responsible for the wrong-doing.

We arraign the governmnent for retain-
ing io office a mininter of the crown proved
to have accepted very large contributious
of mosey for e ection purposes from the
funds of u railway company, which, while
paying the political contributions to him, a
member of the goverument, with one hand,
was receiving government sabsidies with the
other,

The conduct of the minister and the !

| approval of his colleagues ufter the proot
Lecame known to them are calculated to de.
vyrade Canad. in the estinution of the
world and deserve the severe condemnation
of the people.

Feonomy—We cannot but

view with

| of the Dominion und the cousequent undue
taxation of the people under the govern-
ments that have Leen continuously in power

since 1878, and we demand the strictest |
woonomy in the administration of the gov- |

ernment of the country.
lhe Fraachise act -Res lved, that the
Franchise act since its ictroduction has

J. anuv; editor 8t, Thomas Journal,

i cost the Dominion treasury over a million |

of dollars, Lesides entailing & heavy expen
diture to hoth political parties :

That each revision involves an addi-
tional expenditure of a further quarier of
a million ;

That this expeaditure has prevented
' an anunual revision, as originally intended,
|in the absence of which youag voters en.
| titled to the franchise have in numerous in-
| stances heen prevented trom exercising their
l patural rights :
| That it has failed to secure uniformity,
{ which was the principal reason assigned for
| its introduction ;
| That its provisions are less liberal than
| those alrendy existing in many provinces of
| the Dominion, and that in the opinion of

this covention the act should be repealed,
!and we should revert to the provincial
| franchises,
Dominion lands—That
of this convention the sales of public lauds
| of the Dominion should be to actual settlers
lonly, and not to speculators, upon reason-
able terms of settlement, and in such ureas
| a3 can be reasonably occupied and culti
vated by the settler

The gerrymander acts — That by the
gerrymander acts the electoral divisions for
| the return of members to the house of com
Cmous have been 8o made as to prevent o fair

expression of the opinion of thecountryntthe
general elections, aud to secure tothe party
now in power & strength out ot all propor-

imnd |

convention deplores

moneys of which the people have been de- | -

alarm the large inerease of the public debt |
wnd of the controllable annual expeaditure |

in the opinion |

| supportiog them would warrant,
1o put am end to this abuse, to maka

| public opinion, and to preserve the historio
| continuity of counties, it is desirable in the
| formation of electoral divisions that county
| boundaries should be preserved, and that in
no case parts of different counties should be
| put in one electoral division,
, Prohibition—That whereas public attens
| tion is at present much directed to the con<
| mderation of the admittedly great evils of
| intemperance, it is desirable that the mind
| of the people should bu clearly ascertuined
| ou the question of prohibition by means of
a Dominion plebiscite.

Ministerial miscondvet—The convention
regrets that by the actiom of ministers and
their supporters in parliament, in one case
in which serious charges were made agains<t
a minister of the crown, investigation was
altogether refused, while in another case the
charges preferred were altered and them
| referred to a commission appointed upom
| the advice of the ministry, contrary to the
well  settled  practice of parliament g
and this conveation affirma  that it i3
the ancient and undoubtod right of the
hiouse of  commons to inquire into all
| matters of public expenditure, and into all
| chiarges of misconduct in otiice againgt min-
Cisters of the crown, and the reference of
| such matters to royal commissions, created

upou the advice of the accused, 18 at vari-
ance with the due responsibility of minis-
ters 1o the house of commons, end tends to
weaken the nuthority of the house over the
cexecutive government, aud this convention
atlirms that (he powers of the peoples
representatives in this regard should on all
fitting ocensions be upheld,
The senate-=The  present constitution
| of the senate 15 inconsisten: with the federal
principle in our system of government, and
is in other respects defective, as it now
| makes the seuate independent of the peoplo
| and uacontrolled by the public opinion of
| the country, und should be #o amended =9
to bring it into harmony with the principles
ol popuiar govermuent,

Hon, Mr. Ficlding 1
| that, owing ty the lmit«
| large number of subjects,
| secorder f ecach

stricted to ten m
! £ to five minutes

| mended itself to the judazment of the
. convention, and was unanimously adopte
x L“J-
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