
3.30 AN INDIAN PHILOSOPHER.

He inquired particular^ about our form of

government, laws, customs, marriages, our ideas

of a future life, &c. Our answers proved gene-

rally satisfactory ; but the only two things he

could not reconcile to wisdom, was the law of

primogeniture and the custom of duelling : the

first, he said, was gross injustice ; and he thought

no one hut a man bereft of his senses could be

guilty of the latter. Our knowledge of his

language was necessarily imperfect, owing to

which the attempts I made to explain to him

some of the abstruse doctines of our religion were

rather bungling j but he appeared much pleased

whenever he ascertained that he comprehended

what I wished to convey ; and, at the conclusion

of our discourse, said he would be glad to con-

verse with some of the wise men we call priests

on these matters, and more particularly on the

subject of a future state.

He is fond of tobacco ; and the Indians say

they often see him sitting late at night, enjoying

his calumet at the door of his tent, and observing

the various revolutions in the firmament. On all

subjects therefoi*e connected with the changes of

weather his opinion is deemed oracular, and I

understand he is seldom or never mistaken in his

prognostications.
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