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I Tlifnii Miitf amoiif teachen a considerable dWerfUy of oplnloii u
«o Mm place i^hfoh a Reftdln; Book ongfkt to ocoap^ In tbe odaoattdn

of yoQlk. Om «lM one hand, U la maintained thai fuoh 4 bodir <^'|l^t

to be an epitomoof nnlvenml knowledf^e, and that the ri^t^^'^dio^

^fiMAihonM be ootliiatod by tbo ammnt of Infonnatlon it ednialna,

4H> ma^or wkolhev Interesting to the reader or not ; It la upoB «Ml

prtnjB^l* that the more adraneed Tolnmei of the "Irlih MlatkMMl

Smim*" hi^To been.oomplled. On the other hand, it la oontotdod that

the wle and simple aim of a book of this character should be, to teadl

the art of reading ; and. many of the most modem School Readers

have been prepared In accordance with thiji view. In the |>resfnt

book, and throughout tbe whole of the Series, the plan adopted la, to

0ombine the advantages of both systems without their disadrantages,

or in other words, to convey Information in an intoresUng manner, to

endeavour to excite and stimulate the curiosity of the scholar to

flurther researches by extracts which shall not merely eonvey

initmotlon, but will at once attract his attention and will convert a
•tody into a pleasure.

The lessoni in this, as well as in the other advaaoed books of

tbe Series, have been selected from the works of anthers, recpectoblo

not only for their merit but also for their elegance of ifyle ; tho*

ptoiii'rlng the trne character of the Series, as intended to teaoh thft

idrt of Reading. The names of such men as Brougham, Manry^
Hugh Miller, Darwin, Dickens, Livingstone, Goose, Kane, Smileo^

Maoaal&y, Gibbon, .Bulwer, Robertson, Warburton, Ao., are a
iuffleient gniarantee for the literary character of the work.

One important feature in this and its companion book, the 6th, to

which the attention of teachers is directed, is the aystematio arrange-

ment of the snbjeots, by which it is hoped that the pnpU may be led

to that moat important step towards sound scholarship—the accurate

olairifleation of all knowledge acquired.

No attempt has been made to give an epitome of any seieaee

whatever. Under the headings of the Physioal and Hlstorieal

Boienees, the scholar is f^ystematically and progressively introdnood


