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Notwithstanding the great destruction of their fleet, the

Moors soon renewed their attempts upon the ships of Ramon
Bonifaz, for they knew that the salvation of the city required

the freedom of the river. Succor arrived from Africa, of ships,

with troops and provisions ; they rebuilt the fire-ships which
had been destroyed, and incessant combats, feints, and strata-

gems took place daily, both on land and water. The admiral
stood in great dread of the Greek fire used by the Moors. lie

caused large stakes of wood to be placed in the river, to pre-

vent the passage of the fire-ships. This for some time was of
avail ; but the Moors, watching an opportunity when the senti-

nels were asleep, came and threw cables round the stakes, and
fastening the other ends to their vessels, made all sail, and, by
the help of wind and oars, tore away the stakes and carried

them off with shouts of triumph. The clamorous exultation of

the Moors betrayed them. The Admiral Bonifaz was aroused.

With a few of the lightest of his vessels he immediately pur-

sued the enemy. He came upon them so suddenly that they

were too nmch bewildered either to fight or fly. Some threw
themselves into the waves in affright ; others attempted to

make resistance and were cut down. The admiral took four

barks laden with arms and provisions, and with these returned

in triumph to his fleet.'

CHAPTER XVII.

OF THE STOUT PRIOR, FERRAN RUVZ, AND HOW HE RESCUED HIS

CATTLE FROM THE MOORS — FURTHER ENTERPRISES OF THK
PRIOR, AND OF THE AMBUSCADE INTO WHICH HE FELL.

It happened one day that a great part of the cavaliers of the

army were absent, some making cavalgadas about the country,

others 'guarding the foragers, and others gone to receive the

Prince Alfonso, who was on his way to tiie camp from Murcia.

At this time ten Moorish cavaliers, of the brave lineage of the

Azules, finding the Christian camp but thinly peopled, came
prowling about, seeking where they might make a bold inroad.

As they were on tlie lookout they came to that part of the

camp where were the tents of the stout Friar Ferrau Ruyz,

prior of the hospital. The stout prior, and his fighting breth-

ren, were as good at foraging as fighting. Around their quar-^ -,., — -. I ^ III I
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