
Infantry, nnd HoonaMolho colnmn to proceed more rapidly. As a firnl icf^oive of field

gun ummur.ilion lot' Kotli columns was at tlio Lar.dirf^ awailin;,' irnn.sj'oit I y the
" Norllu-ole," I handed over one-third to Colonel Otter'n cokiran lor the u^q ot " B "

l^attcry, Ijut unfortunately the boxes were incorroetly hilnillod, and although t^)e

Holcction was made by an oxjierienced Artiiiery olliccr, Major Short, the division waa
hubHr<iuonlly found to bo uneven, the fujco nctl being in proportion to the projcctilea.

Colonel Otter and Colonel Ilerchraer urged that J hhould engage ^on-ie moio scouta
;

and Homo ex M(n:nted i'olii.'tmcn c tiering almont immediately, who, 'ioin their train-

ing ard knowledge of the Indian language and wayp, \<icro Hpocially qunliiicd, I

Hcnl them furvard to report to Colonel Utter ; but as I could obtain no information sui

to tcrmH, 1 ongHged thcno men on t-amo rate of pay as allowed by you to s^eout.s in

your column, and to porvc under and bo t ubjcct to diHchargo by Colonel Herchmer.
Captain Sheets, of the " Northcoto," was very sanguine as to the practieabiiity

of using the river for transport, and guaranteed its navigation till nearly the end of

AugUHi; but the want of land transport delayed completion of loading the steamer,

and meantime the rivor became too bhalhiw to float her over the rapids; but ho at

this time insisted that Commissioner Wiigicy wished him to leave for Princo Alburt

to l)ring out the steamer " Northwest," and ho oven drove to Swilt Current vf ith that

intention, and I had considerable difUculty in persuading him to return ; but, as ho
was the only ca]»tain who had oxporicnci' in navigating tho river, T toleuvaphed and
obtained authority fiori Mr. Wrigley that lie hhould go down Iho river with tho
" Northcoto," and drove him back with mo to the Landing,

Ascertaining that only 20,000 rounds Gatling ammtiiiition had boen received,

I at once telegrajihcd for ;')0,00(> additional, l>ut could only get an order if-snod Ibi-

this quantity after considerable correspondence, and tho supply did not arrive till &
month later.

l-'inding that the available land transpoi-t would not admit of my loading tho
** Northcoto " jtromptly and despatching her as you desired, f submitted a pi oposi-

tion to hcM back Colonel (,Hter's column tor, possibly, live days (it would actually

have been only throe days) and to transfer part of his supplies to steamer, and to

send her oil' to you with Colonel Williams' half battalion, oetablishing with remainder
of supplies a depot north of tho river, and using all oi Colonel Otter's transport train

for one trip to Swift Cuiroiit, which would thus have given 2ciQ tuns of stores (addi-

tional) at river, and facilitated tho forwarding further supplies both to your column
and Colonel Otter's ; but, as you considered tho delay might have resulted in danger
to Battlcford, and desired that Colonel Otter should not bo delayed, he moved fur-

ward on ISth A;iril, and a traiis])Ort train of about 30 teams was left to load the
•' Northcoto," as well as provision detachment at Landing, and forward necessary
8up})lics to tho Battlcford Column and garrir-on.

Mr. White, the Ar^sistant Transport Officer, whohad, I bolitve, been selected by
Major Bell, was a lawyer from Eegina, and had no previous exporionco of such work
or executive training, and, of course, no knowledge of details, but was untiring in

his efforts to get tho work done, and, fortunately, had some very practical and ener-

getic subordinates, but the whole service was utterly inadequate for its duties, so 1 lit

<mce sent out notices in every direction that all suitable teams would bo taken ot.

and notified tho Transport Officer that 100 teams would bo required to provide load
for tho "Northcote" every ten days, and LtO for the Battlcford route; and in this

estimate 1 calculated on obtaining, in addition, tho use of tho 230 teams which accom-
panied Colonel Otter ; but, as tho farm waggons, which wore the only class obtainable,

wore uiitittcd with racks or nets for conveyance of forage, in addition to regular load,

it became necessary to appropriate some waggons, at the rate of one in ton, for a
throe days' stage, to carry forage and eupplics for the convoy, and this again materi-
ally reduceti tho general transport.

By your instructions, 1 recalled one Galling from Colonel Otter, and this was
brought back with .acmo men of the W^innipeg Field Bat' ry and Caj)tain Howard, of
the Connecticut National Guard, as Instructor, and placed on " Northcote " in readi-

ness to join your colnmni


