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father to son : and, while the 'y were alarmed by the specetre of dircet
taxation, they could not conceive how the plu( luce of direcet taxes
could be .mphul to enhance the value of their lands, nor conncct
their interest with the general improvement of the country In their
restricted view, the operations of the M u//,u/ were Jor s s /( interest ;
while those of the Lawpyer, N tary and Priest were ¢! hiiey! Y //(m/.(un to
their employers.  'The new members were entirely under the controul
of the Lawyers and Notaries, and increased the strength of the Ma-
jority against all Assessments and direct taxes, and in favor of taxces
on Merchandise.

Sir Robert Shore Milnes, and the Majority of the Exccutive Coun-
cillors, having no other objcct than to obtain the means of carrying
on the Government, took no decided part in the financial question as
to the objects of taxation ; and the commercial inun\t was in lhc
minority in the Legislative Council as well as in the House of
sembly.

The repeated defeats of all attempts to modify the Feudal Tenure
could not however deter some young members of the \\ﬂllll)], from
agitating the question, and det: nlm'r the numerous impediments to the
progress of the Colony in .ndnxn\ both agricultural and commercial,
which that tenure entailed.  The u«'h'h ( hapter accordingly gives
an interesting discussion upon the Bill introduced by Mr. Jokn Cald-
well, “to enable the .S‘('/:_t;')uvurx\' of this Province to 4’0;11/)1)11//(/, for their
feudal rights and dues, with their vassals and censitaires.” The House
of Assembly would not even go into Committee upon this Bill, which
was considered as calculated to encourage Protestants to intrude
themselves into the parishes and towns, diminishing not only the tythe
to the Priests, but also the number of votes at clcetions in favor of
French Canadian predominancy.

The influence of foreign commerce, and the indefatigable persever-
ance of interested individuals, produced several Acts connected with
the local nmplu\uncn( of the country this Session; and it is a painful
subject of re flection, that all the attempts of v«ll intetioned indivi-
duals to coalesce the inhabitants of British origin with French Cana-
dians, in Libraries, Banks, Insurance Companies, Ilotcls, Assembly
Rooms, and cven Cencerts of Music, have endedin discord and com-
plete division.  This incompatibility of temper is entirely owing to the
ambition of pre >dominan cy engendered by a Constitution, \\lJ( hinits
progress ex: isperated those tul ngs of llt)\ll]ll\, which (hulng thirty
years after the Conquest: “(l("’l..dll ly softened down, permitting the
closest tics which bind tnml Cs tw'((hu to take pl..u frequently ;
and French Canadians and Britons, were described by (mullun as
amalgamating into one people, in the year 1784.

The same Chapter states the conclusion of Sir Robert Shore
Milness Administration, and gives grounds ut\mlvi(‘iun, that his Re-
port to His Majesty’s Ministers \\nuld have avoided any distinct views
of the defocts of the Constitution, and of the permancnt causcs which
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