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complete<I the judicial or^nixAtion. The 'Jovornor ropresonteil tho i-oya

Authority awi <h)Vote<i iiis attoJiti')!! OBpeoially t/) the dtifoivo of tlu' c<iuiiti7

whilo the uiaii»KOuieiit of the tinamial attairs <lovolv«'«l U]>on the liit<nj'lunt,

who woa also in^^tAd v\ith souiewhat extennivc juiiioiul ])uwei'8.

Fiiudnlism and (JoUmizatUm.

Tho feudal system, intro<lujed into the colony JiimofL ut its hirth, \v;uj one

of the niOHt ettioaciouH uioanH «nii)loyfAd for tho «Hitth*mont of N<iw Frftiuu'. To

en(!ourftge tho settlHr* or iho militaiy ollioeiH who distinguir^luHl 1 1 leni solves hy

tht'ir devotion to thf advancement of'tln* country ancJ the Berviiv* of thf king

tracts ofaraMe lands were grantfil to tlu-ru in lict's ;tn<l HHJgniorien, on tlieoon.

dition of establishing thereon a t'cttain nuuitier of setLlois, failing which th^

grants lapsed. This restriction eontrihutcd powerfully to tlie advancoment

of coloni;avtion. 'I'o retain their jxvants, the stugniors became I'olonissation agents,

luoughl SHttlers out froui Fntnee when they could not procure them in i ho coun-

try, and, in tine, took nvery poB.iible infianB to keep up tiie settlements forun-d on

their iandri.

( The (Jleryy and Edvcation.

The glorious jiart played by the clergy in the eetablisliment olNewd'*ranee

u well known. While omv miHriionariei civilized the aboi igiiies, cotiverted them

inwj Irif-mlK and allies of the French, and diacovered a large portion of H»e

territories, which they thus brought unaor the domination of the king, the

•ecuhir olorgy ministered to the coionii^t« and create(( the pnroohial organiza-

tion, which h;is been our bulwark anJ t>ur gn»at source of strength under British

rule, i'o the clergy, we also owe the institution^, of clasfiicid and elementary

education whieli we poBsehsed at the time of the eession of the country to Eng^

iftnd; and it was in these institution?!, maintained by the clergy, that were

formed the great patriots who defended us in the dark day of o\ir his^^fvy, and

who iinuUy won for us the ret^ponaible government which we have now enjoyed

for half a century.

in spite of the almost continuhl struggles whi«5h it ha<l to maintain against the

New England colonies, the Indians, and the monopolist.H, during the lir^t period

of its history, ^ew Franoe had succeeded in becoming a r-'gularly constituted

country trom the religious and civil point of view, when the war broke out

which culmumted in the (iefeai of the i'laiub of Abraham, in l7oU, and which,,

subsequently,by the treaty of i7')3. asouced to En^;laud tlie jtossession of ail the

French territories in America. The Kronch population t.heii numbered about

7U,000 youls, but they were desertetl by most oi the nobles and the seigniors

who reiiyned to France rather than-.-'Ubmit to the Kjiglish yoke, so that ther6'

jemaineM with that population only the clergy to guide and defend them.

jEiKjlim/i Enlt.

Notwithstanding the treaties, which guaranteevi to the French (Jana.

«3lian» th* maintenaiice 'of their religion and their civU laws, the conduct


