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I'orl liiiA'c lalli'ii down llu' Imiik. It was huilt by .lohn Wills, ii lH>ur<iTois ',)!' the Nortlii-

"Wosl Coinpaiiy, with ii lone ol' twenty inoii : he was ciiii'au'cd lor a year in huildinp' ill.

The stockado of Fort diliraltar was "made ol'oak trees, split in two." The wooden pieke/-

inu' wis i'roni twelve to iil'teen I'eei lii<>']i. (See Plate II.) \

The lullowiMg is a list of the l)uildings enelosed in it, with some of iheir dimensions.

Thero were eiulit liouses in all : the residenee of the r>ourf.ivois. (!4 feet in length: two

houses for the servants, respeitively :M\ and 28 feet long; one store, :',]> feet lonu': a blaek-

smith's shop, stable, kiteben. and an ieo house. On the top of Iho ice house a watch

towor (gwr/V/r) was built. John AVills, thi' buibb'r. lived in charu'e of this fort until his

death in 1814.

The great struggle l)eiween the Hudson's liay and North-Wesi Companies for supro-

maey in the fur trade, whiili had been proceeding with l)iilerne.ss and determination

during the last quarter of hist century (17T4-18(MI). and had risen to fever heat in the iirst

dooado of the i)rcseiit century, was brought to a cri.si.s by an emiLtration movement of a nuist

important kind. The l']arl of Selkirk, though a stockholder of the Hudson's l)ay Com-

pany, did not. as some have supposed, send his i olony out as a means of securing the

country for the fur trade. He was enthusiastic in emigration projects. In 180;i, he seat

a large and successful colony to I'rince Edward Island. IJefore that dale even, in 1S02. as

shewn by a letter sent by him to the Home Department, of which a copy is in the posses-

sion of the writer, he planned his colony to Ked IJivcr : and I'rince i-klward Island was

only selected before starting, because the British (lovevnmeul regarded it as more accessi-

ble. It was to gain the territory on which to plant a colony that his Lordship formed the

great design of purchasing slock in the Hudson's l!ay Company.

Lord Selkirk succeeded in carrying out all his plans ; in ISll he bought up a control-

ling interest in the comjiany. aiul purchased a vast tract of what is now a part of Manitoba,

and portions of the northern parts of Minnesota ami Dakota. This was known as the

District of Assiniboia. It was in 1811. as already said, that his repre.sentative, Mr. "Miles

Macdonell, a Highlander, lormerly a Captain of the (Queens Rangers, was appointed

Govermu' of the Hudson's Eay Company, and was also named by Lord Selkirk in

charge of his colony. ^Ir. ]\Iacdonell arrived at Ked liiver in the year 181:.', and met the

colony Avhich had just come froju Britain l)y way of Hudson Day. It numl)ered about

eiuhtv persons. The new Governor and the colonists, in the year of their arrival, imme-

diately began to erect houses : indeed .some of the colonists were under a three years' tMigage-

ment with Lord Selkirk to erect houses for the Company. Thesi' were situated about

three quarters of a mile north of the junction of the river-, east of Main Street, and

lietween .Tames and Logan Streets. i)rol)ably on the (>di:e of the l)roken plain skirting the

belt of .vood along the river. There was a house for the Criivernor, where also dw(dt the

sheriir. .There Avere besides a farm house, a store-house, and several other buildings.

Here the I'olonists lived, tents and huts beinu' tised as well. The well-known dwelling,

with its fine surroundinti' of trees in the plot at the foot fif Rupert Street.—the abode of

the late Sheriff Alexander Ross, the historian of Red River—in its name "' Colony

Garden." still retained bv it, commemorates the ] hty ly

It was the custom of the dw(>llers at the Forks to journey southward in the winter

in order to be near the open country containing bulfalo. The Governor had er<>ct(>d an

'stablishineiil ini the iiortl de (il I'enibiiiM K'iver ;it its mouth, to wliieh lie "jave the


