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Tlic Miii'oons, iil'tiT llu'ir roinpl<'to surrcniliM". 'wore trail tfcnvd to

ban'iii'Ux. strDtiji'ly f,'iiiiril»'il, ami prfpai'atlinis were made inr tlicir Mlii|i

men t. it l»'iii£j tlio intention to scttlo thcni in [jowcr Canaila on landH

ucqnirt'tl for (liat pni-poso. UppiT ('anadu Inul alHo lii'cn Husj;;L?t'st('il as a

snitalilc jilacc. i)iil finally tlie decision was ai-riveil at that tliey were to lie

taken to ilalil'ax. tliere to renuiin nnlil instnietions wcm'c received from

the Secretary of State and .NfessrH. Qnarrell and ( )idilerlony. the conunis-

saries wlio were to accom|)any the lianishod >raroons, were din^ctod

aecordinu'ly. On the 2t!th of .Iinie. 17!H), the trans|iorts liavin<f Mietu on

board sailed Ironi I'ort IJoyal harbour, in coin|)any wit ii a lartje Meet

bound tor Rnrope under convoy, from which they purled on icacbin^' the

coasi. and on the 2tth .Inly (iovernor Went worth wi-ote to the Under

Secretary of State that they lia<l arrived at Jlalifax, but wi re not yet

landed, and tluit he thoujicht they would make excclli-nt settlers. Tiio

date of anival is not given in (Jovernor Went worth's letter; one of the

vessels arrived on the 21st. and tlic rest on the 'J3i'd of July, the passage

luiving thus taken close upon seven weeks.

The tirst eni|)lo3'ment in which tl»e Maroons were engaged after

binding at Halifax was on the fortifications erected on tlu' demand of the

Puke of Keut, then general in coiumand of the district, an aMack being

apprehended fron. the s([iuidron \inder coninumd of Admiral l{icliery,

in jn'osoeutior. of the war by revolutionary Prance then in progress. The
Maroons were hou.sed in temporary huts, rented houses and tents close to

the place of their em])loyment ; and they workc^d dieerfully un('.ei' the

direction of tiie Duke, otl'ering, in<leed. to work for the King's son with-

out pay, an olVer wjiicb. of course, was not accepted, 'i'beir conduct gave

general satisfaction, relieving the people of Halifax of the a])prehension

that had prevailed from the accounts they had received of the ferocious

and bloodthirsty character of the new arrivals. The weather, too. was
favouraltle to the dilfusion of a spirit of satisfaction among the Maroons,

as they arrived in the warm season, th;^ heat of which api)roached. if it

did not equal, that of the island which Inid been tluir home. By the

end of October they were settled on the lands ])urcbased for them, not

witliout internal disputes, and their want of experience in dotending

themselves against the cold must have caused great discomfort, although

tile correspondence does not show tjiis. Wentworth writing in November
that they were onjoj-ing comfort and hai)piness.

From the tirst the riovernor did not jilace much contidence in tlie

cmmissaries. but assumed the whole care and nniuagement. alleging that

1 commissaries were strangers to this business, and, as far as can be

judged from the correspondence, there was a mutual dislike. The winter

passed over (juietly, but in the si)ring, after the ex[)erience of the cold

season, a sjiirit of restlessness seemed to prevail among the .Maroons.

Whether this prom])ted the proposal of Ochterlony, one of the Jamaica
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