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iho pnMislior niul not that tlio puMishor publi.shos for tlio author),

Tor this hook iiuirket consists liir;,'(3ly ol" vory pi-nctical pnictitioiuTH,

and liHuntoil nicdiciil students, tho latter IVnntically liurlinj;

thi'insi'lvoH From rKiiudnation to exiunitmtion ; and, if they fall,

I'allin;;^ lieroieMlly witli a cnuii coinpend in eiioli hand. The pi-ac-

titioner in his haste and the student j^oaded by tenor are not in a

inoud for leisurely retrwspect or placid retk'cti(jn, and to thorn the
history of niedieine will never prohddy appeal, under any (;ir(Mnn-

stances. On the other hand, as has l)een shown, (."".'U tliost; most
interested in the .sul)joet have much roasi)nal»l(( fault to Hml with
the Holenni dulness of the perfoiMiianees already put forward : for

the style is ramhiin;;, and thts matter, thoui,di suHieiently ancient,

yet in.-utHciently illunnnateil as ancient things ouLflit to he. " It

is," in fact, to appl_\ tin; "vords of Touchstone, " the ri^ht hutter-
wonian's rate to mai'ket. For a tast(! :

"

Kr )m the most remote tinies(with Touchstone Hfri'imace)tho heal-

in;^ art was practised by priests and kin;;s, and amon;^ the Chosen
People a considerable defjn'e of medical knowleil<re was early dis-

played. Indeed, no race of antiipiity evinced so prudent a re;;ard

for the laws of sanitary science ; and thou^di the '.ifyiitians, as

Baron l.arrey and the Parisians do vainly hoast, en;^iiired very
extensively in the practice of />iist-inf)rfrin>t. contrast with hiicIi a

vaunt the knowledjro of Compa nttirc Aiidfotin/ which the Levitical

l)riesthood would j^radually ac(|uire throutfh the pi-acticeof makint,'

burnt ort'erinj^s of the cattle of the laity ; on which occasiotis the
abdominal vi.scei-a alone were burnt, and the remainder, with the

exception of the hoofs and the horns, solemnly devoured by the
sacred brethren, a custom in ;jastronomy, as ar as rejecting the
hoofs and horns and intestines o()es. which succeediii}.; a^es have
sodulousl3' copied from that sacred oriffin. Nor are other instances

vvantinfj to clearly indicate a .sai^acity in the rules of hy;^ien(! which
more than anticipates the discoveries of modern times. Take, by
way of example, that n(jl)lo utterance n Sacred Writ (Deut. xiv. 21)
where the inspired writer admonishes the Holy People as follows

:

" Ye shall not eat of anythin<j that dieth of itself ; thou sha't

jijive it unto the stranrjer that is in thy gates that he nniy eat it:

or thou mayest sell it unto an alien, for thou art an holy people."

Here we «ee beautifully exem])lified
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a candid dislike to the use of animals as food which have fallen

dead of disease.

The hi.storian having been supposed, in this strain, to have also

said all that is to be said regarding medicine in Egypt and in

Babylon, the beaten track of medical history leads straight to

Hindostan, where the Shastras of the Sanscrit niediccl writers

should be assailed in either the Wise or the Midler .spirit: then
back to Hellas, on to Home, through the Arabian interregnum of

Avicenna. Rhazes and Avenzoar, across the Mitldle Ages by way of

Salerno and the Universities to the latro-Physical and the latro-

Chemical schools, and behold—Rosicrucianism lies moribund

!


