INTERNATIONAL JOINT COMMISSION
OTTAWA,., CANADA

May 2nd, 1935
Dear lMr. Morgan:

Several years ago a number of public-spirited Ameriecans organized the
Quetico-Superior Council, its purpose being to enlist the interest of individuals
and governments in the preservation of a remarkable region of rugged natural
beauty on both sides of the interna tionad boundary west of Lake Superior.

Part of this region on the Canadian side consists of an Ontario
reservation known as “uetico Park, end part of the area on the United States side
1s a federal reserve known as Superior National Forest, It is proposed that
these should be extended to thc shores of Lake Superior, and that the Unitod
Statés Government should also enlarge the Superior Netional Forcst by re-
purchasing certain trcets of land how owned by the Stote of Minncsote or in
private hands. The United States Govcrnment has alrcedy agreed to do this cnd
has sct apert ~ sum of monecy ample for the purposc. President Roosevelt has
also cre~ted a specinl Committee to cerry it into effcet. The 1lnnds proposecd
to be ndded to Quetico Park being Provinecinl 1~nds, no cxpenditurc would be
neccssary on the Concdirn side.

A further proposal of the “uetico-Superior Council contemplntes netion
by the Governments of Canade and Ontorio on the onec side ~nd of the Unitcd St-tes
on the other to combine Cuctico Prrk ond ‘Superior N-tionnl Forcst into an
Intern- tional Park, as was done scvernl yecrs o2go in the cese of the glreicr-
Wrterton Intern tionnl P-rk in the Tocky Mount-ins. Th~t was donc by
concurrent legislation in the United Strtos Congrcss and the Crn-dinn P-rlirment.
In the prescnt case it is believed thrt & more npproprinte and pr-ctic-blc pleon
would be to crente the Intern-tionn] Pork by o trenty betweon Conndn ~nd the
United Strtes and an cgrecment between Crnnda ond Ontario. As in the case of
the Rocky Mountein Prrk, nrtion~1 sovereignty and rdministrrtion would not be
affected in any way, the purposc being rather to bring nbout n h~rmonious policy
in the prescrvation of this intorn-tional region for the boncfit of tho pcoplec
of beth countries, ~nd nt the srme time 4o strengthen the tics of fricndship
between the United States and Cannde.. The Unitcd St-tcs secticn of the
Intern-tional Prrk weuld be rdministercd by thc appropri-te federnl depertment
oL thot gevernment, and the Conrdinn section by the government of Ont-rin.

. It hos always been the intentien thet the Quetico-Supcrior Ccuncil sheuld
be en intorn-tionsl body, made up of representative pers-ns in both countrics
intcrested in bringing cbaut the objccts ncutlined above. The Americrn members,
hoving mnde satisf"ct“ry progress on their own side, arc neow decsirous that the
originel plan should be corried out by the addition to the Council of ¢ number
of reprcsentrtive Conrdirns. Thoy foel thot ~ny r~ction in the Drminion, and ~ny
rceprescentztions te the Con~dien rnd Ontorin Governments, would bc both mero
approprinte and morc cffcetive if made by the C-n~dirn members of rn
intorn~tional orgeniz-tion. If shruld be cmphrsized thnt nn ~blig-ticns of any
kind ~re inveolved in memcbership in the Quetico-Supcri~r Cruncil ~ther then
suppert of the iden »f the prepnsed Intern- ti~nnl Prrk.




