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statement then made, and, as that is the j Intercolonial Railway is run without anyfact, the Minister of Railways is not dis- revenue to the government, that the Grand
Posed at present to consider the propriety of Trunk Railway collects a revenue of
ranking any reduction, as he considers now '$7,000,000 which the traffic of that line hasthe relative rate is, at least, as low as the to pay; and the Canadian Pacifie Railway
Grand Trunk Railway Conpany's. bas a surplus revenue or profit of $10,000,-

on. Mr. FERAre weto 000, so that these two railways can veryde .USON-Are we to Un- weil afford to make the concession, while thestand that the government are not mak- Intercolonial, which collects no revenue ort the concession which has been given by bas no margin of profit, may not be able tothe railway conpanies ? inake that concession. The concession is a
very valuable one in oi der to encourage the

lion. Mr. SCOTT-The hon. gentleman 'breeding of good stock, but the fact thatIis-stating the case, if lie will excuse me those heavy revenues are collected fromwe saying so. I said the ordinary rates those two main lines is quite sufficient towere lower than the rates on the Grand justify the course that the Canadian Pacifictreink, and therefore, if they were to reduce railway and Grand Trunk railway at any
It would bring thein very nuch rate have taken.wer ; perhaps it. would be only a quarter

of thet rand Tfrunk rates. I do not know Hon. Mr. PRIMROSE-With regard to
hucthat is. But the rates now are so the rates of freight charged on the Inter-
rleh lower that it would be unnecessary to colonial railway, I may say the other rail-reduce them still further, and it would not ways are not upon a par, in my estimation,be in the public interest to make any eut. witli the Intercolonial, which runs through

lion. Mr. FERGUSON---I have failed, I
think, to iake myself understood. This is
sot a general reduction. upon the rates on
stock at ail ; it is only what is applied to
Pure bred animais. The railway companes
of Canada, last Saturday week, unanimously
aree Io make ihis reduction, and I have
eetold t1at the government railways

were represented at the meeting, which was
Ican in oronto, when this was done ; if so,

1 cannot well understand why they do not'
CarrY Out the arrangement. My hion. friend,
1 fear, from the fact that i did not niake
thYysef -very well understood, has not brought

Point clearly to the mind of tire Minister
of Railways.

1-on. Mr. SCdTT--I must have broughtthe point clearly to his iiind, because JI
took the trouble to eut out the speech of the

"-. gentleman, and wrote a note to the
t er o ailways calling his attention

it, and asked hini to give it the best con-
sideration, and the inswer he gave me I
have already nientioned to the bouse, that
the rates were now so mnuch lower on the
Intercolonial that it was not considered
proper to reduce threm still further, as the
ordinary rate was below the corresponding
rate orn the Grand Trunk Railway.

lon. Mr. BOULTON-I would call the
attention of the House to the fact that the

the lower provinces. The Intercolonial
railway was built as a quid pro quo for the
share of the expense on the canal system of
Western Canada and other public works,
borne by the inhabitants of the lower pro-
vinces. I do not know that it should be a
sine qua non that the Intercolonial should
earn a revenue over its expenses for that
consideration. My information is that the
recent tariff rates (I speak now more parti-
cularly in regard to the lumber tariff) are
not less, but are in excess and very muci in
excess, of what were previously charged. I
personally, in connection with other gentle-
mnen interested in that industry belonging to
the lower provinces, an bringing tie inatter
before the Minister of Railways. The sub-
ject dillers sonewhat fromn that which is
immediately before the House, but I may
say that the system adopted or proposed to
be adopted, by the Intercolonial railway
in charging for freight on lumber is a nost
inequitable and unreasonable one, in ny
estimation, and I believe the position I take
in regard to the matter will commend itself
to the menibers of this House. In regard
to the rates on lumber, the proposition of
those who regulate that part of the business
is that the freight should be charged by
weight, and a lumberman whose stock has
been exposed to heavy rains for a consider-
able period of the year, who happens to
have a slip at hand during the heavy rain,
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