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January. I followed him two or three
days later. After waiting a couple of
days for the return of that vessel, I was
Induced, hearing the mails were to be sent
by another way, to go by the old route,
batween Cape Tormentine and Cape Tra-
verse. Now, if personal inconvenience
was the only difficulty in this case, of
course there would be very little to be
said about it, but I can tell hon. gentle-
men that the failure of that vessel to re-
turn caused a delay, in the transmission
outward, of the mails from Georgetown,
and also of the inward mails from Pictou
to the Island. The former had to be
sent a distunce of 80 miles to Cape Tra.
verse, the latter by a long circuitous
route to Cape Tormentine, On the occa-
si1on I refer to, Charlottetcwn was without
a mail during six days. Our merzantile
community experienced a difficulty which,
am sure, every honorable member of *his
ouse will appreciate—tke inconvenience
of being without any communication with
the mainland except by telegraph for six
df’«y 8,and I see by despatchesfrom the Mari-
time Provinces that this occurrence has
been repeated since then, and the mails
1ave heen ordered to be transferved to the
old route. There is so much to be said
n favor of the route betwcen Cape Tor-
Mentine and Cape Traverse for mail pur-
Doses over the Georgetown and Pictou
route, th-t I hope I will be pardoned for
Preseuting them in asfew words aspossible.
tween Pictou and Georgetown is a dis-
tance of thirty-five to forty miles, and that
Space, as the winter advances—generally
OWards the enu of January, sometimes
??«I‘her—becomes closely packed with heavy
elds of ice, and I leave hon. gentlemen
ndun&gme for themselves what the wear
well T must be to any ship, however
on thz:-nd strongly built, when driven stem
perha ough such fields of ice, for days,
lﬂpacepsf.‘ Allow that vessel any clear
wa t,l?- Water, ar}d she w1ll_ break hew
ug hlollgh formidable barriers of ice,
vea dW en she is _packed in, as we have
of vessels being caught in the ice in
8ibl:lf(‘: regions, it becpmes almost impos-
wast or her to extricate herself.  She
war await the action of the wind and
f&ctaes’taa? if we could be aware of the
that i’: thee present moment, I believe
Light 34 nov}vlosmlqlz.m which the Northern
“OUth wont ‘—.WM ing for the action of the
vind to release her from her’
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unpleasant predicament—surrounded by
seven or eight feet of solid ice. This wear
and tear cannot be repaired, of course, for
nothing. I make this motion, as I have
stated, not in a spirit of hostility to
the Government, but to show beyond
doubt that the vessel is placed in an
unsuitable and inconvenient position. I
have heard it said in many quarters—in
fact, at.one time I advocated the saiae
course myself—that the proper way to
proceed would be to issue a commissien of
enquiry to ascertain the most suitable
route. Four years ago that commission
would have been exceedingly useful ; but
at the present day, when we have had the
experience of two years, and when it has
been demonstrated beyond question that
there is but one route suitable, [ think a
commission of enquiry would only cause
unaecessary delay. One of the great
recommendations in favor of the route
between Capes Traverse and Tormentine
is the fact that the straits there are only
nine miles wide, and that distance is
reduced in winter to seven miles by the
“bord” ice, as it is callel. That icc seldom
or never moves. At that point only csn
boats cross, Everywhere else any attempt
of the kind that has been made has ended
in disaster. I think the experience of two
winters has demonstrated beyond . doubt
that the Northern Light cannot under all
circumstances, contend against the ice.
If she could, I say certainly retain
her there, but I contend she cannot.
Therefore, it becomes apparent the mail
service of Prince Edward Island should
be concentrated at one point, between the
two capes, and I am sure it would be as
effectually performed as, under the circum-
stances, it is possible for it to be. Some-
times it would be necessary to use the
steamer, and sometimes ice boats. In
the early part of the winter the heavy
fields of ice have not yet formed, or have
not become packed as they do subse-
quently. It is then the old ice boats ex-
parience the greatest difficulty, and in
former times I have known three weeks
to elapse without mails crossing. This is
due to the fact that the straits are gorged
with broken ice and half-melted snow,
through which no boat can pass, and on
which no man can walk. But under such
circumstances the Nowthern Light could
run without difficulty, and with very little
wear and tear. This renders the situation



