
11562 ~COMMONS DEBATESApi5,19

Private Members' Business

own cultural ideals in a society that can accommodate differ-
ences, buiid bridges, and profit from its pluralism.

Muiticulturaiism is not about living scparatcly side by side; it
is about living together. It is not about building wails; it is about
tcaring them down. It is about inclusion, not exclusion. It is
about the fact that wc are ail Canadians. It is about respecting
cach othcr.

This govemment demonstrates leadership by tapping into the
current and potentiai benefits of diversity. The multicultural
programn and policy, as I have said before, are good govcrnmcnt
policies. Its practices have evoived and are complementcd by
partnerships wiUi individuais, corporations, organizations and
other levels of governimcnt, whom I thank, as wcll as those
indivîduals who serve Uiemn in a voiuntary capacity.

Just for Uic mcmber's information, wc do not do song and
dance or festivals, as she points out.

I arn happy to share wiUi the hon. member Uic initiatives we
have taken with Uic Canadian Advertising Council and its study
calied "Colour Your Money", which shows that wiUi scnsitiv-
ity, good hiring practices and with the kind of publicity one
would like to put out in our advertising milieu, diversity can be a
very profitable business because one feels at home and wclcome
in the environment. 1 would be more than happy to share Uic
successfui partncrships wc have had with the Canadian Associa-
tion of Chiefs of Police, Uic Conference Board of Canada, the
Asia-Pacific Foundation, Uic Federation of Canadian Munici-
palities, Uic Canadian Association of Broadcasters, Cinepiex-
Odeon, and many others too numerous to naine.

We look to Uic future by working togeUier wiUi Canada's
youUi, wiUi teachers, school boards and schooi trustees, by
assisting in Uic dcveiopmcnt of films and books and Uien making
them availabie to Uie children in our schoois and in our public
Iibrarics. We build an environmcnt that heips shape Uicir lives.
By encouraging undcrstanding and co-operation among our
youth, wc help shape the future of Canada, a future of mutuai
respect, undcrstanding and co-operation.

I wouid advise Uic hon. member-she spoke on the day to
elimînate racism-to look at Uiat group. It is a fine group that we
heip fund. Wc are very pieased with Uie work that many of these
groups do, both in Uieir voiuntary and professionai roies.

[Translation]

We must affirmn and rcaffirm Uic Canadian values exprcssed in
our constitution and in the charter of rights and freedoms-the
freedoms we take for granted-thc right and the duty of each
Canadian to protcct and promote Uiis exceptionai democracy
and to participate in it fuiiy and equally.

[English]

Recently the Governor Generai said during his moving swear-
ing-in speech: "I believe we stili learn as much from our
differences as from our similarities. When we only talk among
ourselves, ail we get back are echoes. We only grow if we take
the time to quietly and carefully listen to each other."

[Translation]

He addcd that, in Canada, we recognize one fact in life. People
here are true to their origins, and they bring their origins here
wîth them. An infinite variety of traditions and cultures make up
Canada's unique mosaic, providing a fine exampie for the
worid.

[En glish]

I would say to my hon. colIcague, who has put what 1 consider
to be an uncniightened approach before this House, that there
are no hyphenated Canadians and there is no segregation in our
poiicy. If someone chooses to segregate or hyphenate thcm-
selves, thcy have the frecdom and the right to do so. It is too bad
they feci they must separate themselves from the giorious
undertakings that we have as a country and a nation that is the
envy of the worid in this regard.
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1 would say to her in my closing remarks that the bottom line
to my hon. colleague is that national values can cut across racial,
reiigious and culturali unes in Canada, ailowing muiticulturai-
ism to flourish in the best interests of ail of us. It would ensure
"oid-fashîoned Canadian common sense" to be the inheritance
of ail of our chiidren's tomorrows.

[Translation]

Mrs. Christiane Gagnon (Québec, BQ): Mr. Speaker, I
intend to speak as the officiai opposition critic for muiticuitural-
ism, and 1 want to thank the hon. member for Calgary Southeast
for giving me this opportunity to repeat the position of the Bloc
quebecois on Uic federal govemment's multiculturalism policy.
We believe there are several reasons why this policy should be
aboIished.

To put this debate into perspective, it would be useful to
consider thc officiai definition of this multicuituraiism policy as
read in a news bulletin from Uic Library of Parliament. We read
that the term multicuituralism in Canada evokes Uic presence
and survivai of various racial and ethnic minorities that identify
themseives as being différent and wish to stay Uiat way.

We shouid now look at Uic sequence of events that led up to
thc adoption of the policy on multicuituralism. It is 1971, under
the Trudeau govcrniment, and Uic report of the Royal Commis-
sion on Bilingualism and Bicuituraiism has just been pubiished.
Aiways according to the iibrary's ncws bulletin, the fourth
volume of Uic report deait with the contribution of ethnic groups
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