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Goverament Orders

the Middle East against its neighbours in Jordan, Israel

and elscwhere.

What Canada must do in the weeks and days ahead is
to ensure that xve follow two substantial objectives based
primarily an our membcrship on the United Nations
Sccurity Council. The first objective we should have is to
ensure that whatcvcr action takes place in the Middle
East, starting tomorrow, must continue to be donc undcr
the United Nations and under United Nations authority.

Article 41 of the United Nations provides for the
establishment of a Military Staff Commitic. This was
dcsigncd when the charter was adoptcd to give the
United Nations the opportunity to dircctly supervise an
international peacekecping force. Let me rcad it for the
rccord. If is Article 47.1:

1. There slhaHl be establislied a Militaîy, Staff Comniiiittee to adcvise
andi assist the Sectirity Cotinicil on ail qunestions relating to hIe
Security Cotincil's nîiilitaiy requireinents for thec maintenance of
nternational peace an(l secturily, thie emiploymient andl coinirnand of

foi-ces placcd at ils tlisposal, the regulation of armanienis, and
possîie dîsarimarnent.

2. The Military Staff Comittee slhah consist of the Clicefs of Staff
of flie permanent miembers of thie Sectirity Council or thieir
rcpresentativcs. Any Memiber of tlie United Nations flot
pcrnianently rcpresented on the Comimitîc shiah be invitcd by thue
Coiiiiiiitc to bc associated withi it when tuie efficient disclirge of
flic Comittiee's responsibilities requires the participation of thlat
Meniberi n its work.

3. The Military Staff Coinittiec shall be responsible tînder hIe
Secuity Counicil for thie strategic direction of any arnied forces
plaed ah the disposai of Ilie Security Council. Questions relating Io
tlle coinmand of sîîch forces shial be worked ont subseqtiently.

4. The Mihitary Staff Coînmrittee, with the atîthorization of the
Sectirity Cotîncil andI after consultation withi appropriate regional
agencies, niay establislh regional sub-comit ltees.
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The trne has corne for the Military Staff Comrnittee of
the United Nations ta be brought into being. Canada
should take the leadership in the Security Council to test
and press that position as far as it can. There are
indications that the United States would nat accept it.
Those indications cannot be given in ta at the beginning.
Every international effort must be made to sec that this
crisis is used ta further strengthcn the United Nations
and ta give it an opportunity ta operate.

The practical significance of this is that it permits
whatevcr military action becomes nccssary in the
Middle East ta be donc so xvith the full support of the
Security Cauncil and the international community. Any-
thing less than that will have a dcvastating impact on the
world as we know if, and turn this crisis into anc that will
be prccdcd only in its consequence by the Second
World War. That must be Canada's first objective in the
days and wccks ahcad.

The second objective must be ta clcarly limit and
delimit Canada's raie in this crisis mîlitarily. That limit
must bc clcarly stated by the gaverament and by this
Parliament. Canada's raie is anly ta aperate within the
authority of the United Nations Sccurity Cauncil resalu-
fions. Canadian troops will nat be autharized ta take any
action not authorizcd by UN resalution. Sa far, Canada
is proceeding in prccisely that way. If I heard the
Minister of National Defence corrcctly in the House the
other day, he indicatcd that the current arders ta the
Canadian contingent is consistent with thaf principle.

What 1 think the Canadian people necd, in facf what
thc world community necds as an act of leadership from
Canada, is a statement from the gavcrnment that this
will continue ta be the govcrnmcnt's policy, and that
Canadian forces in the Persian Gulf and the Arabian
Peninsula will not be drawn in ta any action undertaken
by the United States that is nat authorized by UN
resolution.

We must make it clear in advancc ta the Amnericans
that thaf is aur position and that if they take military
offensive action against Iraq without UN autharity, they
will lose the support of Canada for their activities in the
arca. Lt is an important principle and anc which wc have
ta mainfain.

Let me quote in support of that position. Mchran
Nakhjavani is an Ottawa-bascd cconamist and consul-
tant who has donc work for The Economist and teaches at
McGill University. Mr. Nakhjavani, as I understand his
position from a number of articles that lic has writtcn,
including anc in today's Globe and Mail, is not someone
who has any illusion that sanctions will work. I hope on
that point he is wrong.

I insist, on behaîf of aur party, that sanctions be given
every opportunity ta work before military action is taken.
Mr. Nakhjavani is nof anc who could be scen as someone
who has any illusions about the capacity of Iraq ta
wifhsfand the sanctions. He may, if I undcrsfand his
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