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I can sec ne reasen why there sbould be any

cempetitien betwcen eastern and western
Canada with respect te, services cf one kind
or another. Whatever is physicaily possible
in any part cf Canada can he made flnancialiy
possible. There is ne reason why the east as
weli as the west cannot have ail the facilitics
they desire. 1 trust therefore that the minister
wiil net argue that te accede te the requcst
which lias heen made would oct be flnancialiy
possible.

In conclusion 1 weuld repeat my opcning
statement. that we cf this group heartiiy
support the resolution.

Mr. J. M. DECHENE (Athabaska): Mr.

Speaker, may 1 he permitted te raise My voice
in support cf the reselution cffered hy the

hon. member for Carihoo (Mr. Irvine).
Strange as it may sound te Your ilenour,

this is the lirst occasion 1 have addrcsscd the

lieuse since Your Honour bas occupied the
positien of Speaker. I remember wvcii enly a

fcw inontha cage w'iîen a'du, air. and 1 sat in
an obscure part cf the ciîamnbcr, trying te
iistc'n te the debates which at times reached
us oniv as a faint ceho. Since that timi, you
have asccnded tue thr-onc cf the mighty I
have ot bcd an opportuonity as yet te addi'els
you in vouir dignificd position as Speaker cf
this lieuse. Personally, 1 have remaîied within
a seat or twvc cf the seat 1 now occcipy, an(i
I believe that is as far as I cao hope te get
in tiîis bouse.

I risc l)ecaiise the motion se ahly proposed
by the hon. member for Cariboc ferma part
cf a 'Programme and plan which I have often
advocated in this bouse. I shahl oct dclay
the bouse te-day in geiog over that plan. I
knew bow difficult it is tcr bon. members
from the maritimes and the centrai provinces
to undcrstand fuliy what wc are asking for.
This ia a vast country extending as it does
fiom the forty-nintb paralici te the Arctic
oceao.

I was plea--d that the hon. member referred
tri the~ northwc'st in asking support for bis
motion. Athabska is the gateway te this
great north country. The building ef an cutiet
te the Pacifie ecean wouid prove a tremendous
boon to the Peace River country and aise te
the nortbern parts cf the western provinces.
Net oniy wouid it prove a boon for the farm-
ers in sbipping their cattle, grain and dairy
producta, it would aise be a great boon te
our flsbing industry and wculd heip te bring
about the furtber deveiopmcnt cf the, cil
and tar sands resources in the nortbern, part
of Athbaska and in the Nortbwest Territories.

Reference bas been made te the Peace
river. How pieasing it is te bear the word
"ýpeace" used in tbis bouse. How plessing it
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is that hon. membe-rs are able to talk about
peace instead of having almost ail their time
taken up with rumours of dissatisfaction, of

riots, of rebellions, and ail the signs of war
that are appearing throughout this yet se
sickly world. Those of us wbo know the great

value of the Peace River district sometimes
regret that it woukl be so, easy to bring the
instruments of war into that country. No

Canadian bas realiy enjoyed the feelings of

peace, contentment and good will until he
has stood on, the shores of our great nortbern
rivers, the Athabaska or the Peace, and com-
muned with nature and thanked Providence
for having se, generously given of his great-
ness to thîs great north land.

The other day I read, an extremely interest-
ing article in the Saturdcy Evening Post by

a United States engineer with the. army of
occupation. H1e told bow Germany was eut off

freim sources of oil and gasoline, hiow she could

get only a Ç'mattering of supplies from
Roumania. But bie described how, despite the

bombardment by the allies, she continued te,
manufacture high-octane gasoline, superior te,

anything that we bad, from ceal. On reading
that article I was reminded of the great ceai

rescurces of the wvest.
The hon. member referred to the tremen-

dous area cf coal in the Fort St . John ares,
but hie could ot speak toc strongiy cf the

possibilities cf developmeént there. That is

unly une smali part cf the vast ceai resources

cf western Canada. Our reseurces of gas and
cil are net incrcasing- grcatly and the day
may net be toc far distant when tbcy wiii be
greatly diminished. As I said once whien I
wvas trying te get the goveroment te take action
in the develepment cf the tar sands in north-
cmn Alberta, the possession cf cil is occessary
if any nation is te be streng in -war or in
peace.

Oil wvas respensible for the breakiog down

of many cf the negctâaticns after the last
war. It was aise responsibie for the failure
of many of the peace conferences after the

iast war. 1 need net repeat that te-day it is
responsibie fer the dîsagreement in the UNO
meeting now being beld ini the United States.
Because cf the.sc vast rescurces known te be

stili available we do net need te wcrry. We
kncw what bas been donc in Germany and
we know that we have billions and billions cf
tens cf ceai available in, western Canada. If
we cao prcpcriy develop our natural reseurces
by carrying eut the nece.ssary research work
Canada will stand in front of every nation in
the wcrld for having provicled. the necessary
work for hier people.

Evcry time you settie onc theusand nexv
settiers in western Canada on land such as


