
2 COMMONS
Election of Speaker

Brown had served under a Coalition govern-
ment which was largely Conservative, and was
now under a Labour administration, selected
as Speaker wvas commcnted on very faveur-
ably on ail sides.

For reasons of our own, however, we have
for the most part found it dasirabie to have a
Speaker chosen at the beginning of one parlia-
ment, and a new Speaker chosen at the begin-
ning of the foliowing parliament. That hias
not always been the case; thare have been
three exceptions. Mr. Speaker Cockburn, Mr.
Speaker Rhodes, arad Mr. Speaker bemieux
were, as I recail, clected for more than one
parliament. However, they are the exceptions
rather than the rule. We have thought that,
at this time, we should follow the general
practice of choosing a new Speaker at the
beginning of a new parliamant.

The reason why this differanca pravails ha-
tween the custom in our country and that in
the United Kingdom, is that it is fait desirable
in Ibis as in inany other respects ta give
recognition to the two races that laid the
foundations of our country. That recognition
is given, after a Speaker whose mother tangue
is English hias occupied the chair, by choosing
at the next parliament a Speaker whose mother
tongue is French. If the Commons is agree-
able we propose to have that practice carried
out at this time. The Commons itsa]f is, of
course, compiete master of the situation.

May I point out a further difference in pro-
cedure. In the United Kingdoma the Speaker
is usuaily nominated by a private member
and the nomination is seconded by a private
member. That is done in ordar te make il
perfectly clear that so far as the government is
concerned, or any othar authority, there is no
authority greater than that of the members of
the Commons themseives; and that, among
the members, there is equality in the matter of
their rights and priviieges. In Canada itlihas
been the customn to have the Speaker nomin-
ated by a memnber of the government, and, I
believe, in each case the nomination bias been
by the Prime Minister.

I should like to make it clear that the
Commons is not obliged in any way to acept
the nomination cf the Prime Minister. Any
member is free to nominate and to support
the candidature as Speaker cf any other hon.
member. I arn hopeful, howevar, that the
name I intend to propose to the house is one
which wiil prove to be ganerally acceptable,
and that the Speaker who is te occupy the
chair throughout this parliament will be
elected unanimously.

I hav.e uutieed from the press that there
appears to be doubt in some quarters as te
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the correct procedure in the selection cf the
Speaker bath in the Cammons and in the
Senate. I have made it abundantiy clear,
that se far as the Cammons is concerned the
government is not in any way saakieg te
imrpose a Speaker on the bouse. We ara s&mpiy
carrying out the cu.stom that bias pravailed in
the past.

In regard to the Senate, I gîve the following
te the members of the house for purposes of
information. From section 34 of the British
North America Act it will ha sean that the
Speaker is appointed by the government. H1e
rs net chosen in the samne manner as in tire
Commons. Section 34 raads:

The Governor General may from time te
ime, by instrument under the great seal of

Canada, appoint a senator te ha Speaker cf
the 'Senate, and may ramove bim aind appoint
another in bis stead.

The section cf the British _North Ameriea
Act which governs the selection cf a Speaker
in the Cammons is section 44. It reads as
follows:

The House cf Commons, an its first assembling
after a general election. sýhall proceed witb al
ýpracticabie speed te eleet one of its members
to he Speaker.

That then is the position in whichi we are
at the moment, namely, we are about te,
elect a Speaker with ail practicabie speed.

Perhaps I may ho permitted, before placing
before the bouse the namae of the haon. me rober
I intend to nominata, to say just a ward about
the position of Speaker and the qualities
expected in the occupant cf that position.

The position of Speaker is the highast office
in the gift of tire Commons, it is aise the most
Ironourable. The Speaker is the first cein-
mener, hae is aise the presiding officer cf tbis
bouse and is the custodian of its honour, its
rights, its priviiegas and its prarogativas. The
Speaker must possess qualities of good judg-
ment and a judicial temperamant, aise,
many other qiralities that I woud not say
are tee rare, but, found in combination,
are often rare anoirgh. Ha shouid in bis
eccupancy of the chair ha whoily im-
partial in bis mannar and in bis preferences
a.s between members of the bouse. Impartiaiity
between the two sides cf the bouse and
towards ail membars in the bouse is a first
requisite in tire fuifilment cf the office of
Speaker. Hon. mcmbers who have bean in
previous parliaments w.ill agrea that a great
deai of patience is reqrrired, a certain serme of
humour, togethar with as much as possible of
a conciliatory attitude. I noticad in reading
semae remarks made recently in the British


