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Address of Right Hon. Mr. Churchill

their Prime Minister and his divided cabinet,
"In three weeks England will have her neck
wrung like a ehicken." Some chicken! Some
neck 1

What a contrast, Sir, bas been the behaviour
of the valiant, stout-hearted Dutch, who still
stand forth as a strong-living partner in the
struggle. Their venerated Queen and their
government are in England. Their princess
and her children 'have found asylum and
protection here in your midst. But the Dutch
nation are defending their empire with dogged
courage and tenacity by land, sea and in the
air. Their subm'arines are inflicting a heavy
daily toll upon the Japanese robbers who have
come across the seas to steal the wealth of
the East Indies, and to ravage and exploit its
fertility and its civilization.

The British Empire and the United States
are going to the aid of the Dutch. We are
going to fight out this new war against Japan
together. We have suffered together and we
shall conquer together. But the men of
Bordeaux, the men of Vichy-they would dio
nothing like this. They lie prostrate at the
foot of the conqueror. They fawned upon
him. And what have they got out of it?
The fragment of France which was left to
them is just as powerless, just as hungry as,
and even more miserable because more divided
than the occupied regions themselves. Hitler
plays from day to day a cat and mouse game
with these tormented men. One day he will
charge them a little less for holding their
coun-trymen down. Another d'ay he will let
out a few thousand broken prisoners of war
from the million and a half or million and
three quarters he bas collected. Or, again, he
will shoot a hundred French hostages to give
them a taste of the lash. On these blows and
favours the Vichy government have been
content to live from day to day. But even
this will not go on indefinitely. At any
moment it may suit Hitler's plans to brush
them away. Their only guarantee is Hitler's
good faith which, as everyone knows, biteth
like the adder and stingeth like the asp.
Some Frenchmen there were who would not
bow their knees and who under General de
Gaulle have continued to fight at the side of
the allies. They have been condemned to
death by the men of Vichy, but their names
will be held, and are being held, in increasing
respect by nine Frenchmen out of every ten
throughout the once happy, smiling land of
France.

But now, Sir, strong forces are at hand.
The tide bas turned against the hun. Britain,
which the men of Bordeaux thought ancL then
hoped would soon be finished, Britain with
her empire around her carried the weight of
the war alone for a whole long year through
the darkest part of the valley. She is grow-

ing stronger every day. You can see it here
in Canada. Anyone who bas the slightest
knowledge of our affairs is aware that very
soon we shall be superior in every form
of equipment to those who have taken us at
the disadvantage of being but balf armed.

The Russian armies under their warrior
leader Joseph Stalin are waging furious war
with increasing success along a tbousand-
mile front of their invaded country. General
Auchinleck at the head of a British, South
African, New Zealand and Indian army is
striking down and mopping up the German
and Italian forces who had attempted the
invasion of Egypt. Not only, Sir, are they
being mopped up in the desert but great
numbers of them have been drowned on the
way there by the British submarines and the
Royal Air Force, in which Australian
squadrons play their part. As I speak this
afternoon an important battle is being fought
around Agedabia. We must not attempt to
prophesy its result, but I have good con-
fidence. Sir, all this fighting in Libya proves
that when our men have equal weapons in
their hands and proper support from the air
they are more than a match for the Nazi
hordes.

In Libya as in Russia events of great im-
portance and of most hopeful import have
taken place. But, greatest of all, the
mighty republic of the United States bas
entered the conflict and entered it in a man-
ner which shows that for her there can be
no withdrawal except by death or victory.

Et partout dans la France occupée et in-
occupée, car leur sort est égal, les honnêtes
gens, le grand peuple, la nation française, se
redressent. L'espoir se rallume dans les cœurs
d'une race guerrière, même désarmée, berceau
des libertés révolutionnaires, et terrible aux
vainqueurs. Partout on voit le point du
jour et la lumière grandit, rougeâtre mais
claire.

Nous ne perdrons jamais confiance que la
France jouera le rôle des hommes libres et
qu'elle reprendra, par des voies dures, sa
place dans la grande compagnie des nations
libératrices et victorieuses.

Ici, au Canada, où la langue française est
honorée et parlée, nous nous tenons prêts et
armés pour aider et saluer cette résurrection
nationale.

(Translation): And everywhere in occupied
or unoccupied France, their lot being the
same, the decent portion of that great people,
the French nation, are raising their heads
again. Hope is revived in the hearts of a
warlike though disarmed race, cradle of
revolutionary liberties and scourge of con-
querors. Everywhere breaks the dawn and
the light spreads, reddish but bright.


