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time his remarks on that subject I am glad
now to do the same. I shall continue with a
few references to our relations with France.

The present war has, as I have shown,
enlarged the opportunities and the solemn
responsibility of Canada to serve as a vital
link between the United States and the British
commonwealth. This-role is, however, not
the only one which Canada is uniquely
equipped to play in international relations.
There is a third great nation with whom our
ties are close. I have spoken of Canada’s
place as an interpreter of the English speaking
peoples. Canada, however, is not merely an
English-speaking nation but is also a French-
speaking nation. It is, indeed, the second
French-speaking nation of the world.

The agony of France has thrown upon
Canada a great responsibility and a great
mission. As I pointed out at the moment of
the collapse of France, “the tragic fate of
France leaves to French Canada the duty of
upholding the traditions of French culture
and civilization, and the French passion for
liberty in the world. This new responsibility
will, I believe, be accepted proudly.”

Events are throwing upon Canada not only
the mission of upholding the traditions of
French culture and civilization, but also the
duty of helping to keep alive in the hearts of
Frenchmen, all but prostrate to-day before a
brutal conqueror, their devotion to liberty
and their hopes of its ultimate triumph.

In the consciousness of that mission, my
colleague, the Minister of Justice (Mr.
Lapointe), recently broadcast a message to
the French people. May I repeat a few
lines from that message:

“Over there, you are our allies because we
know too well the heart of France to doubt
an instant of her heart’s loyalty. Because we
love the same things, we know that, no matter
what fate may bring to her, no matter what
tribulations await her, France will never fight
against the British, against us, French-Cana-
dians, so many of whose sons have been resting
in the” soil of France for the past twenty-three
years.

I appeal to hon. members in the house
and I appeal to my fellow-countrymen in all
parts of the dominion to bear always in mind
the task which Canada alone can perform in
keeping hope alive in the hearts of the grief-
stricken people of France. Let no word from
Canadian lips add to the agony of her open
wounds. Let us inflict no new pain, and let
us be ever watchful to exercise the healer’s
art. In the new world which will follow the
destruction of the evil thing which now
crushes France, Canada’s part in cementing
the bonds between the French and the English-
speaking peoples may be just as great as her
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role in bringing into closer relationship the
peoples of the British commonwealth and the
United States.

A word in conclusion concerning our war
aims, or, if the term seems preferable, our
peace aims. Rightly considered, the two
constitute opposite sides of the same shield.
There has already been a good deal of dis-
cussion concerning aims in this war. It is
said on the one hand that the only aim of
importance is to defeat the enemy; on the
other, that most important of all is to bring
into being a new social order, an order in
which freedom, truth and justice will increas-
ingly prevail in the relations between indi-
viduals, between classes and among nations.
Personally I do not see that any conflict
need arise between our war aims and our
peace aims. If nazi Germany is not defeated
there will be little of freedom, truth and justice
left in this world. If on the other hand we
are in earnest in our desire to have freedom,
truth and justice prevail in all human relations
we should be prepared to fight as men have
never fought before.

The hidden source and latent power of all
human acticn lies in its motive. The motive
of nazi Germany is domination, its method
the most brutal and barbarous which evil
minds have been able to conceive. The
motive of domination to achieve its ends
must be accompanied by material power.
That power may be exercised through the
instruments of violence and force, or through
any of the agencies of propaganda, trickery
and treachery which serve to foster aggrand-
izement and beget fear. Material power
alone, however, is not an enduring power.
Strip domination of its material trappings
and there is nothing left. Freedom, truth
and justice belong to a different realm. They
are not material things capable of being
consumed and destroyed; they are of the mind
and of the spirit, they belong to the eternal
realities. They are attributes of God Him-
self. In the end they are certain to triumph.

In their conflict with those who make of
material power an end in itself, those who
treasure the world of mind and spirit may,
for the preservation of their physical existence,
find it necessary to forge and to use against
their adversaries the weapons of material
power. It is well to remember that “he that
liveth by the sword shall perish by the sword”
is a part of Christian doctrine. To my mind
the simple test of the right or wrong of any
aim or of any institution is: Can it endure?
Domination by a single dictator or group of
dictators may last for a time. It may extend
its sway and its sweep, but it cannot endure.
Freedom, truth and justice crushed to earth



