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aod I hope the Minister will give them a chance to improve |
their condition. The hon. member for Queens has made a
very long statement with regard to this question. Well, 1
suppose he is'inferested. 'No doubt this guestion comes home
to him very ‘closely. I would wish that when he mukes
some compleint with regard to the working of that railway,
he should go ‘outsido of his own family circle. The hon.
‘gentlemsn complained that his own people, those who arc
very iafimately connected with him, have not received
“justice. Now it is very wrong, I think, that because the
hon, genfleman has some faunlt to find with the management
of the piblic works of this country, he should bring his grie-
vances herefor the purpose of airing in‘this tiouse what he
may ‘think ‘s watter eofinected with himself. The hon.
-gentleman, no doubt, thinks that his own family, in this
regard, has not been fairfy provided for. T'know very well
that the hon. gentleman’s family have been in'the past very
fairly provided ‘for in Prince ‘Bdward Island; and a very
important member of that family, in fict, I may say, the
father of the hon. gentleman, is in the employ of the Gov-
ernment under the superintendence of the Minister of Rail
ways, and I think he has dealt very fairly with him. ‘When
‘the Minister found it necessary to curtail the expenditure
in -connection with the Island railway, he founl it;
necessary that the hon. gentleman's father should
take a somewhat smaller salary than he had been
receiving from the former Government; but when he found
the Government railways were paying an equal pro rata on
the Island with those on the mainland, he raised the salary of.
the hon. gentleman’s ancestor. I think it is not right at all
that the hon. gentleman should come here and find fault,
simply because hiy futher has not received a larger salary..
The hon. gentleman’s father is, of course, a very respectable
man and a fine gentleman, and it is proper that the son
should endeavour, if possible, to secure for his father
increased pay. ButI do not think, on thataccount, the hon.
member should find fanlt with the Minister of Railways as
to the management of the Prince Edward Island Railway.
The Minister has dealt as fairly with the employees on the
road as circumstances would allow, and [ hope he will find
it possible in the future to increase the pay of the conductors.
The Minister. has already increased the salaries of the
locomotive engineérs, and I have no doubt the conductors
would fiad no fault if they were compensated in the same
manner a8 the engineers. :

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. How does the debt of
the Steel Company now stand ?

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. 1 believe the debt ‘has been
discharged and that the Government are now a little in
the Company's debt. We have been in the habit of receiv-
dng -from the Cowmpany large guantities of supplies, and
althoagh there was a time when the Company was somewhat
in.advance of us, aud I confess 1 was a little apprehensive
as to the result; but we stopped making any payments for
supplies, and by receiving the ordinary sapplies we re-
guired, and retaining the bounty to which they were en-
adled from the Government on the manufacture of the
iron, I believe tho . balance has been placed on the right
side.
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" “Branch Bailway...... ... $20,000 00
‘Sir CHARLES TUPPER. The Windsor Brauch is held
on a lease for twenty-one years, on the terms that we re-
ceive one-third of the gross earnings to maintain the line.
The -amount we receive is a little more than sufficient for
tha: 8. -
Laal Canals—~Maintenance and Bepairs,
; Re: AWOTKING SEPENBEE..cveresrvswe-nmnss $440,062 :00
m Sdsrmm;‘:zdmtiiggum of canal officers 30,870 00

_“8if RICHARD CAETWRIGHT, What does “the hon,

'

the next year? How does he find the improvements are
working'? What probability is there of inoreased trade?
‘Has the hon. gentleman auyihing to say in regard to the
p!(‘)‘li(zy‘ {)f the Government as to the reduction or abolition of
the tolls.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. There was a considerablo re-
donetion and re-adjustment of the tolls on the canals made a
year ago, and the result has been an increased revenme. I
will bring down the statement as to tho receipts for last yesr
and what we expect for the present year.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Is no furher aotion
‘intended to be taken with respoct to the tolls ?

Sir CHARLESTUPPER. Not at present.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. T should like to eall
.the Minister's attention to the fact that a considerable num-
ber of complaints have been made by vessel owners .as tv
the rates oharged for towage throagh the canals,

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. Ido not think we hdve any
control over the rates of towage, I will, however, ‘tiake
enquiry,

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. This matter, if within
the control ot the Government, is one of congiderable ime
portance to the trade and should be investigated. A good
 many parties who otherwise would make .use of the canal
are disposed to stop their vessels at Buffalo, on -uceountof
the towage expenses.
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Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. What information has
the hon. gentleman to give upon this vote ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I thiok I must refer the
hon. gentleman to the Report of the Minister of the Inte-
rior, which shows what work has been done last year, and 1
think also points out what is to be done in the ensuing séa-
son. The hon, gentleman will remember that the amoant

| has been considerably increased. The old vote was 850,000,

and it covered all the salaries and contingent exponses. The
whole of the salaries are now charged tu Consolidated Reve-
nue, and the $60,000 will be expended strictly in the work
of the Goological Sarvey at the various points indicated by
the Director of the Survey. o

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Does the hon. gentle-
man know whether the Department has purchased one or
more diamond drills ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I really cannot say.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. I suggested, two or
three years ago, the desirab.lity of obtuining one or two of
these drills, and making a series of borings, to a reasonable
depth, at certain points in the Dominion, and I rather think
that something o! that kind was done, though not very ex-
tensively or systematically. I thiuk that probably iaore
important information could be got in that way than in
alwost any other way in which the amount could be .ex-
pended. [ am not speaking to the prejadice of the regular
topographical surveys, or geological surveys, but it has
been toand that these instruments are becoming wery valu-
able and economical in making these enquiries.

Mr. HALL., Hon. gentlenen are aware that a Select
Committee was appointed & few weeks ago to make enquiries
with reference 1o this Survey. That Committee bas met
from time 1o time and taken evidence, and their report will
be submitted to tho House in a few days. It will, howevar,
be 80 near the end of the Session, that I fear no pructidal
result will be obtsined during the present Sessior, and T fael
it therefore to be my duty, as Chairman of Committee, to
make & slight referénce 10 some facts which . liave ‘been

Minister expeoct from the canals, {u the shape of receipts, for

auduced, and to the result of their inve‘e,ﬁg:?ioba. ‘Thiore s



