ried
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Specialized Agencies

: , We must also work for an improvement in the work of the
specialized agencies. . Many of these have a distinguished record.
But our method for controlling the system as a whole has been unsatis-
factory. We have been good at devising new programmes, but less so at
identifying ones which are obsolete or at preventing duplication. One
result has been.an escalation of costs. A few years ago one of my
predecessors complained to the.Assembly that the assessed budgets of
the U.N. family of organizations had doubled in ten years. Now they
have more .than doubled in five. We shall have to ensure that budgets
are kept down, and that money is spent only on subjects that have the
highest priority. : : : '

N < A Second problem with the specialized agencies has been the
extent to which they have been turned from their main purposes to deal
with the political issues which are the responsibility of this Assembly.
Canada is determined to resist this process. We have been particularly
concerned about the ILOl We value the organization for its.record of
achievement on human rights and its unique contribution to the U.N.
system.as'a whole. We are anxious to preserve the.impartiality and
authority of its procedures so that a member -state.will not be condemned
without impartial investigation. I believe that many members share-our
views and will work together for this purpose. e :

Mr. President, these proposals deal principally with improve-
ments in our procedures. If implemented, and I confess that I am by
no means sanguine that they will be, they would put us in a better
position to deal with the important-issues; but the complexity of the
issues themselves will not be lessened.: ‘ . '

Economic Issues

: Although they manifest themselves in'a variety of trou?ling
ways including open conflicts, it is now apparent that the pringlpal
concerns of most members are, in fact, economic. The U.N. and its
agencies have their work cut out for them if we are to move closer to
a more just and equitable world economic order. The barriers to success
are enormous as unemployment and inflation continue to plague even the
wealthiest countries. Unless a spirit of reasonableness prevails, -
unless demands and responses are tailored to present economic realities,
I must caution that even in Canada, which is far from being the least
generous of the developed countries, pressures will develop to focus
on our own considerable problems even to the exclusion of the inter-
national consequences. I need hardly tell you that we are not alone
in this difficulty. ‘ o

Canada's goal is to build on the foundations we helped to
create through our co-chairmanship of CIECZ Given the proper climate
we will work hard to devise a strategy that is both broadly acceptable
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