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Follovrin~; is the text of a joint announcement by
the Governmtnt> of Canada and the United States . c :
which is osi iv is sued simultaneously in Ottawa
and Washington at 12 noon EST, Friday, November 19,
1~554 .-

On Septer:ber 27, 1954, the Defence Departments of
Canada and the United States issued a joint announcement on the
progrss being made in the levElopment of a comprehensiv e
jointly operated s ;--tem ior -v;arning of the approach of hostile
aircraft and for - :t,e control of interceptor aircraft . Four
main elements of a t,rarning and control system now appear to be
practicable, name--y .the :i:ain control and warning radar
installaticnr: in the pcpulatcd part of Canada (the jointly
operated Pinetree network) and in the United States, which are
nov: in operation ; a warning line north of the settled areas of
Canada (the Mid-Cana4a Line ) being ruilt by Canada ; a warning
line across the most n~rtharl ;r Vract icable part of North America
(the Distant Early Warning I,ine) ; and portions of the complete

ti,:arning and control system in Canada to re extended to seavTard
on both flanks of th-,, co-atinert by the TJnited States .

In the announcement of September 27 .• it• was
stated that tha Canadiar, and United States Go.vorn. .̂ients had agreal
in principle that there was a naed for a distant early rarning
line across the far northern p5.rt of Nori;h America and had
directed that drtailed planning for aileh a line should b3
initiated at once .

As a consaqL ence cf tre progress vah_ch has been
made since the announcement last September, the two Governments
have now decided to preco, ;a ~.•ith the construction of the
Distant Early "~'arning Line .

Experience has shown that projects of this nature
can be carried out r.:ost affactively by vesting responsibility
for all phasas of the v;ork of construction and installation in
a single authority. In the ont statement of September 27,
referred to abcva, it was ann .~unced ~hat Canada had undertaken
the responsibility for the construction of the Mid-Canada Linu .

~.: the case of the Distant Earl ;- "'arning Line it has been a5raed
that although both Canada and t^e United States r :ill participate
in the project, r ;Gpc:nsibility for the work of construction and
ii•istallaticn should b--, vested in the United States .


