
Requisite changes to the Canadian Human Rights Commission

The current mandate of the Canadian Human Rights Commiîssion under section 27 of the
CHRA mncludes most of the activities which are necessary for the effective promotion of social and
economic rights at the federal level. Transforming the role of the Commission with respect to
poverty and social and economic rights is therefore primarily a matter of expanding the ambit of the
rights which are protected under the CHRA, rather than redefining the powers, duties and funictions
of the Commission. I addition to its duties under Part RII of the Act with respect to complaints, the
Commission currently has the mandate to engage ln public education and research on issues of
compliance with the CHRA; establish close liaison with provincial human rights commissions to
foster common policies and deal with areas of overlapping jurisdiction; consider and comment on
recommendations concerning human nights from any source; 43 conduct studies; and issue
recommendations.

Two changes would be required to the present mandate of the Commission, however, in
order to enable it to meet the requirements of the Paris Principles and to carry out the duties of a
national institution under the ICESCR. Both the Paris Principles and General Comment No. 10
require the Commission to have an explicit mandate to review legislation. 4 As it is presently
formulated, the CHRA permits the review of "regulations, rules, orders, by-laws and other
instruments made pursuant to an Act of Parliament" but does not expressly provide for review of
legisiation or draft legislation. Ini addition to the power to review domestic legisiation, both the
Paris Principles and General Comm~ent No. 10 require that the Commission have the mandate to
consider domestic compliance with international human rights treaties wbich Canada has ratified.45

WYhile the Comniission's current mandate under section 27 of the CHRA could be read as including
this power, the Conimission's role in reviewing Canada's compliance with human rights treaties
should be explicitly included among the Commission's duties and functions.

The Paris Principles also suggest that national human rights institutions may play a role in
the reporting process before U.N. treaty monitoring bodies, although the precise nature of that role
is flot clearly set out.46 The Coinmittee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights does not include

nain


