
Introduction

Persecution of religious minorities in an increasing numnbe of countries is a matter about
which there bas been a growving awareness and international concern.

Given its history and experience, the Jewish people, understandably, have a particular
sensitivity and empathy for people persecuted for their faith, and zero tolerance for
persecution. Canadian Jewish Congress (OJC), as part of its general mandate, advocates
for this and other human rights causes, fights against prejudice, and strives to promote
inter-faith and inter-ethii understanding.

With the situation for many religious communities growing worse, we at the Religious
and Interrcligious Affairs Committee ofCOC believed the time was right to assemble a
roundtable to address the topic of religious persecution.


