THE LINKS BETWEEN INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

Intellectual Property legislation grants richts to
creators in order to increase the incentives for creati-
vity. The three major typ;s of intellectual progerty zre
petents, copyrichts and trademarks; each cf which hes its

own unigue characteristics.

While laws vary from country to country, cenerzliza-

tions regarding these characteristics can be made. Patents
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generally protect new ané useful inventions for a lirmite
term (e.g. 17 yeaers in Canada). Copyright generally
protects the the expression of original literary, ertistic
and musiczl works for a much longer period of time (e.g.
life of the author plus 50 years for most works in Caﬁaéa).
Finally, treademarks typicelly involvé the grantinc cf richts
to the use of a distinctive name or symbol for an indefini-

tely long period of time (e.g. periodic renewal is recuired

in Canada).

Indivicdual national laws governing intellectuzl prc-
perty are tied together by a number of international conven-
tions. The centrel festure of 21l such ccnventionsz is

"national treatment" bv which Cenade is recuired to trea:



