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A. NGOs in Southern Africa

Somne distinctions with regard to NGOs have to be made at the outset. There are several thousand
NGOs in South Africa but far fewer in other Southem African countries (Southemn Africa is
defined as states which are members of the Southem African Development Community
[SADC]). 2 Most of these NGOs are non-political and non-developmental in nature-a fact often
overlooked. For example, some of the largest NGOs in South Africa are concernied with the
welfare of animais or are essentially business or social clubs taken up with their own social and
charitable activities (Rotarians, Lions, etc.). Many of the NGOs in other Southem African states
would also declare themselves to be 'non-political' in the sense that they have limited welfare
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