
subsectors account for the basic productive chain to,
manufacture medic ins: the pharmo-chemical subsector which
deals with the synthesis of chemicals with curative
properties; and the pharuaceutical subsector which produces
the medicine in the form of pis, capsules and solutions. In
Mexico there are 90 companies in the pharmo-cheaical induutry,
of wl4ch 35 are international corporations. These f irus
produce approxi3uately 63% of the drugs consumed in Mexico. In
the pharmaceutical sector, there are 335 laboratories, 70% of
which are subsidiaries of multinational coupariies. The
chemical/pharmaceutical markcet is estimated at $2.1 billion.

T he <exican chemicals industry supplies about 70% of the total
local corIsumption of cheiiicals of $17.2 billion in 1992. Nany
large international f irms are establishe4 in Mxico, such as
Celanese with an inutalled capacity of over one million
tons/year and. a workforce of close to 9,000 people.

The food and beverages industry accounts fo 6.5 of the
country'u total GDP, or an eutiuated $15 billion. It is one of
vi4 rr-im wnm mna taadi v arowf na sectors. since it satisf i.. the


