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Commonwealth meetlng didn't-push.hard: ehough

for'sanctions-against: apartheid:. actlwsts say:.

By NEOMAROSS "+ £3,
mg-sw Stall Witter

[ (1)

who ‘had .been

Two years ago, befors the Com-
monwealth Conference ln Vaacgu-
'ver. the Canadian Councll of
,Churches, mads up ‘of 18 member

ANY: Canadlan !major churches including the
church people — :Catholic conference of Blshops

and the Anglican and Ualted

wuchlng and listening intently for ;churchea. sent an “up-beat, con-

news [rom thils week's Common- *
wealth conference an South Alrica °
in Australig = {eel quapmlnted at

- §ls gutcome.

“The four-year-old-Commauon- ;
wealth Committee of Forelgn Min-
isters on South Africa, chalred by -
Secretary of Stats for External
Affairs, Joe Clark, reconvened {n
Canberra, Australia, this week to
receive an Independent expert
study on the effect ot unctlona on
South Africa. :

-“The Canadlan churches, 'who

. openly favor sanctions, are keenly

interested In the outcome of con-
fsrencs and, :pecmcauy. In Mr.
Clark'sstatements.”** -

‘Por over 13 years, the Canadlan
churches, either siogly or through
the collective organ-of the Ca-
nadlan Council of Churches, have
been volcing their apposition to
the apartheld pollcies of the South
Alrican.government.'In recent
years, they have added to their tra-
ditional role of educating bome
congreghtions a [airly new fleid
for rellglous mups— lobbylng the .
governmeant..

In 988, Prime Minister Brian '
Mulroney announced at the United
Nations that Canada was com-
mitted to implementing full eco-
nomic sanctions If apartheld was
not dismantied. Thls tough stance
wes partially due to the Impact of
the Prime Mlalster’'s meeting with
South African Archbishop and No-
bel Peace Prize winner Desmond

Secretary for the Unned Church of
Canada.

! gratulatory” letter to the prime
minister, sald Jim Hodgson. He is
assoclate secretary for the com-
mission of ecumenical education
and commuaication at the council.
“It seemed we were all on the
sameside,” he xald.
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INCE then, Mr. Mumneyl
" and Mr. Clark have gone
» from being allles’ia the;
,battle to traltors In the eyes of thal
churches.

Gary Kenny of the Inter-Church '

Coatiition on Africa, & working-
group of the counci!, sald that the-
churches now f{eel the government
has abandoned the struggle’

. ag.alnst apartheid.

“The initiative on ths part of the
government and the Common-
lwealth has been lost.“ sald m.

enn)'. e T

Before this week's conlerence
‘opened in Austrplia, both the Ca-
nadlan Council of Churches and
the Taskforce on the Churches and
Corporate Responsibliity, a coall-
. on working in conjuction with the
- council, wrote to Mr. Clark ex-
presslng their coacern about the
change in the govemman&'s sund
ooapartheld, *« .« . *
In the councili’s lettar lo Mr.
;Clark, the churches expressed,
‘their “profound dlu;xolntment“;
.at what they see as* 8'governs
‘ment's abdication of its leadership,
:role In the fight against apartheid.

* Tuty, sald Jim Kirkwood, Africa |The Jetter said that In the face of - .
' Increasing repression by the South, »- -

African government, the c-.nndun‘
governmeat “has not fulfulled its
promises to get tough with South, 1
Africa”

* The letter from the taskforce, a
church-watchdog of corporate,
affairs and investment, is more
technical in the datails of its rec-’
ommendations to the government.
1t calls tor increased financial re-
strictions agalast South Africa and

companles dullng wuh South..

Africa,

The foreign ministers ngx'eml.j

this week.to ask banks to impose.
tough repayment terms on the bn-.
llons of dollars owed them by the’
South African government.*

Mr., Keany dismisses the {nfor-:

mation that came out of 'the for-
si’g‘:‘l minlsters’ conlerence as,
" “Qur general teuctlon {s pro-

found disappolintment. There's no .

pew action o trade sanctions.”

« He sald the churches were en-"

conrlged by the fact that the min-

isters had highlighted economic.
sanctions but are frustrated that
the sanctions remaln on a volun..:

tary basia.

- In the past few years the’
churches have solldified their po--

sition as Indlvidual denominations
outilned thelr stances. The last

coupls of years has also seen “re--
markabdle co-operation” between
the church groups and other aon-:

governmental organizations wark- ;

ing on South Alrica, sald Mr.
Keany. - .

An exnmple ot this joint actionis
the press release Issued last week
by the Toronto Commiltee for the
Liberation of Southern Africa
‘which quotes the taskforce’s letter-
{n making Its calls for stronger
saactions and Insisting that Mr.
Clark not try to caver up the report
for the foreign mlnlsters about
sanctions, .

. .v

- Globe and Mail before the :
- ‘conference began, sald
tbat the sanctions siready in place
are having some effect on the

& HE report, a copy of
R .+~ which was obtained by the
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