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The first major review in almo.
was announced by Minister of

cerpts from Mr. Fox’s address,

Throughout the ages and still today in
every part of the world, artistic activity
has required and obtained important
funding from the public purse. Some
forms of cultural or artistic expression do
not lend themselves as naturally to com-
mercial practices as others.

On the other hand, many sectors of
the cultural media operate in a commer:
cial and industrialized setting. I'm refer-
ring to such things as film, broadcasting,
periodicals, videotext, recording or book
publishing. These areas of cultural acti-
yity are of enormous importance because
of their large share of public attention,
because of the support they provide for
creators and performers and because of
their direct and indirect impact on the
economy. Therefore, it would be short-
sighted on our part to limit our policy
concerns to those areas of cultural ex-
pression which rely mainly on govern-

ment support.
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d in obtaining sufficient
Jevels of government;
that federal and provincial governments
work together and manage to combine
federal and provincial expertise and
powers tO produce the most conducive,
encouraging environment; and

that the environment We create is suc-
cessful in making business strong partner.

There is yet another condition for a
healthy cultural climate which must be
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st 30 years of federal involvement in support of the arts
Communications Francis Fox in Ottawa, August 28. Ex
made at a luncheon at the National Arts Centre follow:

in an atmosphere of freedom. It is for-
tunate that this principle has presided
over the creation of Canadian cultural
institutions over the years. We must pre-
serve this principle with great care. A
government cultural policy does }10t
rrg:;n;sa gfovemment inspired culture. It
a framew i i
i expression_,.f)rk that is conducive to

IT(eview committee

wo years ago, my collea

Roberts, during his ter}:u; 2 as Segcli'ztafo;l:)Itl"
State, committed the government to a
con.lprehensive review of federal cultural
policies. A general election was called
.ShOI.'tly thereafter and pursuing this ob-
jective, my immediate predecessor, David
Mchonald, appointed an advisor;/ com

m3ttee of distinguished Canadians to hel :
with the review. This was in NovembeI:'
_1979. A few weeks later this process was
interrupted by the call of another federal
election. In the meantime members of
the cultural community have kept urgin

the government to proceed with g
thorough review.

I am therefore pleased to announce
that‘ on my recommendation, the federai
Cabinet has now decided to authorize the
c.reation of a federal cultural policy re-
view committee....

There is among those interested in cul-
ture a basic concern about the need and
the importance of such a review and about
the essential need of a national public
consultation. This concern, which my pre-
decessors have recognized, and which 1
share, is based on a number of factors:

_ In the last two decades C

gone through important politica?ln:zg:iol;ass
There is a feeling shared by many that.
culture has a role to play towards a greater
and deeper understanding and cohesion in
the country and that role must be reasses-
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