
232 TEE EDUCATIONAL REVIEW.

American hieathi-plats as the Lttirla Csan

dira) and the Larnbkill (Rhodlorii). Theso cover

the 1« barrens " with toluage and flower in Juine and

July, but are bare and brown in the winter. As the

term 1' Trailing Arbutus" was uscd in the Middle

States for the Epigiea within a short time atter thc

Loyalists left there, it waz probably curront in their

time as well. Whether the Spring Beauty was their

Mayflower or not, it is sufflciently clear that the

Epigoea was flot.
But to go oue step farther back in the history of

the "Mayflower," Washington Irving, in his -,Knicker-

bocker Histery of New York," describes in a very

amusing way the helplessness of the Dutch Governors

of-N"ew York in their attempt to oppose the colon iz-

ing tendencies of the 'New Englanders. H1e describes

the encroachment of the Yankees upon the territory

of their Datch neighbors on the northern shore of

Long Island Sound, and thev even swarmed over into

Long Island, di8placing the Dutch or occupying the

country in advance of them. These Puritan farmers

carried with them the traditi on that their ancesters

came orer from England in the diMayflower." Many

of them settled in Con necticut, and their descendants

formed the bulk of the emigranta from that State

whom we know under the name of Loyaliste. It i

quite clear, however, that the Mayflower for which

the ahip of the Pilgrim Fathers was narned wa.s not

the '*Mayflowe~r" of the Loyalist8, any more than the

plant s0 designated by the latter is the Mayflower of

the Maritime Canadians, for neither the Epigaa

(repens) nor the Spring Beauty were known te

-Europeans before the diëcovery of America. They

are hoth natives of this continent and are unknown

in the old. The Mayflower of the Pilgrims mnst,

therefore, have been some other plant-perhaps the

Hawthorn (Cratagus oxyacantha), which appears to

be alluded te by Mickle in the following bues:

"By this stream and the May blouarned thorn
That first heard his love-tale and his vows.

And by Spencer ia the following:

"To gather May busket and smnelling brere
And home they haste the postes to dight.",

jAnd in Chaucer there is the following line:

"And fresher than the Mfay with flowres newe."1

The Hawtlîorn still bears in England the name of

"The May," and there can be little doubt that its

tragrant blossoms suggested the narne borne by the

pioneer ship of the Plymouth colony.

AM the location ef the Sacred Mount-the point of

dispersion of a primitive people-was transferred by

the migrating Indo-European nations from one

country te another in the.Old World, se the Saxon

emigrLuts to anti il, the New WVorld, succesively

transferred the nanie ot -Mayflower- te a new specios

of plant, as they lest their familiarity with the old.

To us, living in a region where Epigtea abounds, and

blossoms in May, it very appropriately bears the name

of Maytlower, not only on account of its beauty and

its fragrant tlowers, but beause it bloomne in the

spring. It is riglitly choson by the descendants of

the loyaliste as a fitting emblem of those wbo, a

little over one hu ndred years ago, first slet foot on the

shores of New lirunswick. Ité; homo is in that region

of the North Anierican continent whých extenda from

the Atlantic coast o! Nova Scotia, through New

Brunswick and Mine, to Eastern Ontario, Lake

Superior, and the rocky wilds of the North WesL. In

Ontario and the Atlantic Provinces of Canada ie the

home of the Loyalistil, and wlien the first detachmeiit

of these people landed on the rocky shores ef St.

John harbor, in the spring of 17683, there can be ne

doubt that they fouind the Mayflower (Epigtra>

blooming &round them. In its leaves, fresh and

green from benesth the winter snows, they woold

have seen an emblem of their own preservation tbrough

adrersity in~ th e pust; and in ités modest and fragrant

blossoms an omen of content and pro"prity in the

future.

In conclusion it may be added our refiectiona upon

the Mayflower lead te the following resu lt:

The Mayflower of the Pilgrim8 wae not the May.

flower of aIl the Loyaligs.

The Mayflower of the Loyalisté; was net the May-

flower of the Maritime Canadiansi.

The Mayflower of certain of the Loyalisa wua the

Spring Beauty.
The Mayflower of thc Marýtinîe Canadians (Epioa

may very fittingly be dedicated te the Loyalisa.

Or, to consider the matter from a chronological

standpoint, it may be said that two hundred years ago

the Hawthorn wua the Mayflower. One' hundred

years ago the Spri ng Beau ty was, to some Loyaliat.a, the

Mayflower.
Xzore, the Epigoea is to the descendants of the

Loyalist8, the Mayflower.
One hundred years hence, te snob of the chîldren

o! these descendants as shaîl have migrated te the

great plains et the Canadian North West, some ot/ser

plant will be the Mayflower.

Moss-embowered trailing Epigtea,
Clear as Diana's alabaster brow,
The gem of April's robe-sw'eet Epigoea!
Thy purity iz stamped upon my heart

In " angel whiteness," and thy odorate breath

Redeems the gros8nesa et the earth and links

Our senses to the spirit world beyondi


