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donc much lu deduciug the. fundamental
laws ot sanitatien ou whioh have been built
the great and iiseMu work of sanitarians
geuerally.

Without goiug t artiier it is eueugh ta
auxioimce the. tact that the ehIef heabbii
autherities of to-day lu the. groeat cities ot
the. world aud geu.rally in .11 stations sud
places of importance wiiere the. heslth of
oltizeus or armies must b. guarded, are
stats Medicine s;peciailets, memberB of
our proeeion. 1 wouldl say thus it4aelf il

suffloient reasan why our Academy should
nisautalu a special health departuxeut.

Betore going more deeply luta our piesT1
would 11k. to say at tiie eut8et, flot o11ly
for myseit, that for e"sr ecintific phY-
aiain preeut, that w. are neitiier pesai-
mistlc nor opt.imistie ou the. subject, of pre-
ver-tive medieine, but feel rather thât
this special lin. et medical work is to-day
afactor ot no leme importance sud value ta
the ludividusi sud to the. state than is sny
other iu the. wide rang.et of edieîue or her
&Ilied arts and sc-ienees.

Though almoot the. entire commuuity bas
uiiared with ourselvea as physicians lu the,
reforux and improvemneut lu sanitation atiil
thus is a line et achievemnent lu wiiih the
medical ham taken the, lion'. share, especial-
Ij in preachiug sud urging; and more re-
ceutly as te the. general supervision and
carrying eut.

Publie saultation is a doe.opmaent chief-
]y of the. latter hait ot the. nineteenth cent-
ury, thougii net eutirely &o. For example
many works suai> as syi.tems of sew.rage,
publie water supplies sud municipal baths,
were carrie-d ta a higi> degree of perfection
in the. days of ancient Gireece aud Italy,
particulaa'ly the. latter.

Wheu our predecefflers atarted in ta re-
terni snd improve the. terribly insanitary
ouditious which once prevalled lu cities
ther. were more serious aud difficuit, prob-
lemis ta face aud salve, probably than 811Y
we uew have ta, deal with, at any rate, ta
deal wlthin lu mtt.am of s&nÎtatiOn*

In ne way eau T illueftrate the. foreve'r
uinqatlsftn7or condition ot cities generally
better tiisu by taking eue city as au ex-
ampe and reportiug shortly its sanitary con-
dition some forty-two years, ago. Wiiat
hins municipal sanitation doue for tiie now
beautijful iiemithy city of Edinburgh,
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whieh maintaixz one of the. lowest d0ath
rates of 5fl3 city iu the. world to-day, -
low at time, as thirteen per thousgUnd Pe
aLnnuni ot its popula.tion?

We a.uswer the question by staing tacts
aud figures, wiih show that Edinburgii
has been traneformed iu theee receut Yeats
f rom a city containing alunis, hitiierto worsa
than auy in Anierica or Europe into its
preseut modemn iieltiiy sauitary condition.

Let us go brie:fiy into the. condition as ta
sanitation iu Edinburgii as it actually ex-
ist.ed iu 1868, forty-two years ago. Tii. fol-
lowing tacts are vouched for, in the. report
of the. Edinburgh Health Officei'a of that
tirne, Dra. Littiejolin and Alexander Wood,
sud by the Bey. R. Maguire, who waa
Rector of St. James, Olerkeuwell. They
sald: -More dirt degredation, over-crowd-
lug and consequent shanielessnessand un-
utherable wretchedness exiat in Edînburg
than lu any town of twiC its size Or in euy
are& of similar extent to, be tound lu the.
worst parts of London, Paris or New York.
H.r lu old Ediuburgh there was a loath.

arms of the town. The conditions were sucli
that the. luhabitants of several tenementa,
eaoii teziemeut hasving a population of 250
to 8W0 people depended for their water sup.
ply entirely on one well lu Hligli etreet, op-
pcSite John Knox's bouse. Froni early
morning until late at niglit there was a
throng of people about the well waitiug
thefr turs for water. Ghildren caaried
buckets te thîs welI and often had to wait
one to five bonrs to get their SUPPly Of
water. OId people sud others had ta car-
ry this water for daily use uP os many as
150 stepe to their homes in the tenement
houses. Tt was, a pîtiful sight lu t'he street
sud followed into the. homes we igaw iiew
this lscl< ot water iielped to degrade. W.
went into thirty-seven bouses that day,"
etc., etc.

Reading lu the. report 'we find m tauy
parsgraphs îilar ta thie cne or two
I now quo(te: "In a wrehed den on the.
7th storey with no direct liglit, a fa-mily
consigting of father, mother aud child, of
thiree years were living. On the. floor on a
ntraw bed the hunshand wAs IYing, iiaving
been ili with typhoid fever for six weelcs.
H.j was mrnrn u~saty dik
-axink' Tii. littie. ohuid was crippled aud


