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Shall sin ennobie ? Stili is ail
The end but bitterness and gal?
Yet closer, fondiier is pressed
The prodigal to loving breast,
And him the mother holds most dear
Who, sinning oft, returns sincere.
Shall he, who ail of sin hath known,
0f Death, who every seed bath sown,
In hopeless, withering, curs'd despair,
Not find the birth of love and prayer,
And, broken, learn 'neath scourging roci,
Through sin is suffering, and through suffering

God?" Z.

ONE NIGHT IN A BALL-ROOM.

A SUMMER IDYLL.

Sophocles.

There is a time to dance.-Solomon.
It was towards the close of a blazing afternoon in

August that a picturesque group of ladies and gentlemen
stood on the wharf of the fair town of Viae Umbrosae,
gazing out over the lake. Philosophical resignation might
be seen perched on the brow of some ;the faces of others
expressed a stern determination to enjoy themseives in the
teeth of circumstances ; others, again, wore the truly
Anglo-Saxon expression Of Ilsuppressed agony and intense
gloom." Their garb and equipment were calculatcd to
attract the attîntion of the casual observer. Some carried
valises, others bore lunch-baskets of plethoric Suggestive-
ness ; whiie the ladies carried those srnali hand-bags, the
contents of which are as much a matter of speculation
to man as those of the mystiC caskets at the Eleusiniia were

to the nninitiatcd, or as the oncc dreaded majesty of the
Chariot of the Sun to the cturions Archaeoiog-ist.

Despite the giowing heat sheci by the now aimost bor i-
zontal rays of the settingy sun, close-buttoncd overcoats and
cloaks surprised the eye on every side ;and it did not
need the apparition of a solitary but uninistakable dress-
coat tail, whicb, escaping frorn beneatli an all-too-short
sumnuer jacket, impartcd to its wearcr a (lcidedly novel,
if som'ewlîat one-sided, appearance, to informi the onlooker
that these were the beauîty and chivalry of the lovely town
aforesaid, ciad as modern civilization demanded, or as
fancy dictated ;that they were bound for a Calico Bail
helci at the neigl)ouring town of Elithiopolis, in honour of
the Venctian Gondola Association ;and that they werc
awaiting, witlï what patience thcy iiniglt, the arrivai of thc
good slîip Argo, chartercd ho carry tluem ovcr the twenty-
five miles which separatcd them froin tlieir destination.

Il Vltece and wliat art thion, execrable shape 1" said the
Professor, apostrophizing the tail. A faint and timid mur-
mer, to the effect that if the gentleman couiti iot Il point a
moral " lic coui(i at lcaLst Iladd on a ta il," was bieard from
the critic but the rest of bis sentence, togetbcr ihh Soule
uninteiligibie referee to the Candine /"orks, was for-
tnnateiy lost in the hum of voices wliich heralded tlie
approacli of the Argo.

That goodly vessel prosently came to anchor at the
wharf ;the party liastened aboard ; and after some delay,
enlivened, however, for those standing within a yard or two
of the boiler, by the intereshing efforts of the captain to
open the saféty-valve with a stick of cordwood, they began
to move tlown that beautifuil bay which, as every dweller
in Viae Umbrosae knows, and does not hesitate to affirm,
is far superior to the Bay of Naples.

The st1cm of the boat was occupied by a merry party
a lively company heid the cabin, arîd a giddy group orna-
mented the prow. A dropping fire of laugliter sounded
continuaily frorn stem to stern, interrupted ever and anon
by a perfect volley, at some demurely maiicious insinuation
from she-who-niust-be-obeyedl; or mingled with groans of
agony fmomi those whose cars were assailed by so-ne pre-
ternaturaily ghastly fun of the Doctor's. Jndeed,' ail
wcnt nlcrry as a nuarriage bell ; but by this time it xvas the
tea bell which. alone couid awaken a responsive echo in
cvery heart. Bell there was none, but a Sound of rattling
crockery, and a certain popping of corks formned an
cloquent substitute to a company whio, Iby tbis time, were
'6ail agog to dasb through. thick and thin.» Parentheti-
cally, 1 may report the observation of our Apicius, who,
un an expressive aside, remarked that it was the sand-
wiches which were thick, and the claret-cup that was thin;
but bis well known hyperomitical taste caused bis insinua-
ation to pass unnoticed.

'Twas a pleasant sight to sec the beaming face of the
Epicure, as lie gloated over a quadrant of pie, reposing on
the piece of brown paper whichi servcd him for a plate;
and interesting too, to watch the studied careîessness and
innocent unconsciousness with wbicb the ethereal Heloise
helped berself fmom adjacent baskets.

"lAgain, again, again,yct the havoc did not slaçk."
Picasant, too, it was to observe the Professor, (so called 0o
the lucits a non iuicendo principie), witb a sandwich in onle
band, a glass in the other, and a cake lying, expectant on'
bis knc

II Baskets to right of him
Boutles to left of bim
Dishes in front of bim.
-- Nobody wondered:

for be it known that the principles of the Professor were of
the easy, comfomtablc Homatian starnp; and biis philosophy,
on such occasions as these, was, to use bis own expression,~
of a Ilhand to moutb " order. The Capitalist, too, was -
served to bel "stayin g Iliself with flagon s,and ç0 mforting
himself with apples," but it could not have been becatise
he was Il sick of love "-j udging at least from the general
tenor of bis sub'mequent conduct.


