
BIJSY WORK FOR F1RST GRADE PUPILS

band in hand with the regular teaehing.
For example, the teacher hias falighf
the Word1 'dol'' as a new word. The
Suicceeding bus>' work should oui>' be
Mueh as shail help to fix the new word.
Olltlining the letters with peas wvill
iflean somethiug to the children. Trac-
ing the famniliar forin through tissue
paper xviii stamp the word on the mind.
TO idouofaladuofiicla-

IS11 words, ail the litfle cards thaf sa>'
(1011'' wilI be a delighf. To send the

ehildren to their seats to draw sfraight

"nes, or to makie chairs with thleir
1Pe9s, is Dlot only useless as bus>' workç,
but if is decidedi>' wroflg. as, it causes
the mmid to sudiÏeni>' muake a radical

cag.If the numnber ''four'' lias
heen faught as a whole, -whaf is the
value of the sueceeding bus>' workç thaf

requires the ch'Id to fill his paper with

the letter c, or allows him to makep any-

thing that happens to bc on the biack-

board iii hîs busy work?

One oif the charges against busy work

is that if isr often carelessly done by

the eidren and earelessly correctcd by

the teacher. If reqluired to make

square witbi splints, the ebjîldren are

al)t to leave spaces where the splijts

should touch, soîne sqjuares ivil] be

straight and sonie ivili slant, thus iiakl-

ing a rhombus. Tt Wr the tcacher's dlut '

to look at eaehi child's work andl to give

individual help in ever>' needed case.

The teacher -who allows the kçind( of

wvork above nîentioncd to go unheeded

is fostering a habit of carclessness that

ivili show in ail kinds of work.

131SY WORK FOR FIRST GRADE PUPILS

By ALICE COOK FULLER

AI] teacheî's of flie first primnar>' chul-
(Iren have been impressed with the ue-

leSsness of the average ''sentence
buide,"for husy work dJuring the

flrsf four or five months of sehool. In
Viwof this, the following plan bias

heen proven satisfactory.
At the end of the firsf mnionfh flic

ehild,- vocahulary consists of fhirtY
Wod.The following faken froîn Bald-

ý"i'S~' reader were iised: hall, box, leaf,
fr1ee, boy, cup, apple, big, liffle, greeni,

bu.red, yelloxv, this, an, the, on,
table, round, oue, fwo, a, 1, sec, put,
i8 in, find, take, and from.

8ix sentences should be arranged
Containing ail of these words.

Write the sentences s0 thaf the words
11lay be readily separated, and Iipkto-
graph ou to bristol-board cards 8 x 10,
Or larger.

C ut info squares, each containlig a
,5rngle Word.

The senfences are then hektographed
011f to the face of envelopes, one for each
rRelber of' the class. A eut Up card is
thlen Pîaced in each envelope.

Dnuring the bnsy workz period, pupilS

place the envelopes on the desks, where
they ina>' be readi>' eonsulted, and

huild the sentences on the envelope

with the words contained therein.

This helps to make the pupils inde-

pcIendet, as ail of the w'ords iu the

envelope are found on the outside. and

the teacher's attention is not constant-

1>' demanded when pupils fail f0 recog-

nize words.
After the sentences arc comnpleted,

have the pupils change the positions of

flc ''naine words'' and of the ''color

w~ords," and more familiar adjectives,

making new stories, and at the close

of the period the teacher ma>' allow

them to read the new stories thus

forned-ail exercise in reading which

the childrefl find especiailly enjoyiible.

When su-fficient proficielCY in writ-

ing has been acquired, these ma>' be

copied. as seat work.
At thie end of the second month, the

vocabulary shouild incelude sixty words.

More and longer sentences should be

written contaiflifg neari>' a]l of them.

At file end of the third month add

the new wordsý acqnmred, but do not


