BUSY WORK FOR FIRST GRADE PUPILS

hand in hand with the regular teaching.
thoer eXam‘Ble’ t’lge teacher has tanght
Sueewo(;'d doll’’ as a new word. The
Suehee Hng busy work should only be
ut]ia? shall help to fix t.he new word.

Yneanmng the letters with peas will
e t}fometh}l}g‘to the children. Trae-
pab e familiar form through tissue
opfeir (‘;vﬂl stamp the word on the mind.

eousfs , out of a ha_ndfu] of miscellan-
“(loll}r;ord-s’ all the little cards that say
childr will be-a delight. To send_the
ines en to their seats to draw stmlg}}t
Deg‘s’ iOI’ to make chairs with their
ot ;tg not (_)nly useless as bu:%y work,

the milsddemdedly wrong, as it causes
chan nd to suddenly make a radical
eengs. If the number ‘‘four’’ has

val aught as a whole, what is the
e of the succeeding busy work that
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requires the child to i1l his paper with
the letter e, or allows him to make any-
thing that happens to be on the black-
board in his busy work?

One of the charges against busy work
is that it is often carelessly done by
the children and carelessly corrected by
the teacher. If required to make
square with splints, the children are
apt to leave spaces where the splints
should touch, some squares will be
straight and some will slant, thus mak-
ing a rhombus. Tt is the teacher’s duty
to look at each child’s work and to give
individual help in every needed case.
The teacher who allows the kind of
work above mentioned to go unheeded
is fostering a habit of careclessness that
will show in all kinds of work. '
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(P*:I}]hteaehers of the first primary ehil-
eSSnes:ve been impressed with the use-
wildar of the average ‘‘sentence
st fo for busy work during the
.ot Tour or five months of school. In

vi :
EW of this, the following plan has

eilt Proven satisfactory.
ehild,:he end of the first month the
Wordsk T\;locabulary consists of thirty
Win’g .!‘e de following taken from Bald-
tree boa er were used: ball, box, leaf,

e, réyé cup, apple, big, little, green,
tablé ror, yellow, this, an, the, on,
iSy in’ ﬁound, one, two, a, Ia see, pUt,

i :elr(lié take, and from.
e . Sentences should be arran ed
Ontili?mg all of these words. ¢
may b§ the sentences so that the words
graph I‘eadlly' separated, and hekto-
or lay, on to bristol-board cards 8 x 10,
ger,

Cut j

. mto squar <

§ : es ¢ 3

Single worg q s, each containing a

on toeﬂslenftences are then hektographed
e face of envelopes, one for each

Memh
o Iflgof the class. A cut up ecard is
Dy ced in cach envelope.

i
Ing the busy work period, pupils

. making new stories,

place the envelopes on the desks, where
they may be readily consulted, and
build the sentences on the envelope
with the words contained therein.

This helps to make the pupils inde-
pendent, as all of the words in the
envelope are found on the outside. and
the teacher’s attention is not constant-
ly demanded when pupils fail to recog-
nize words.

After the sentences arc completed,
have the pupils change the positions of
the “‘name words’’ and of the ‘‘color

words,”’ and more familiar adjectives,
and at the close .

eacher may allow
w stories thus
reading which

of the period the t
them to read the ne

formed—an exercise ir_l .
the children find especially en_]pyab]e_.

When sufficient proficiency 1n writ-
ing has been acquired, these may be
copied, as seat work.

‘At the end of the s _
vocabulary should include sixty words.

More and longer sentences should be

written containing near}y all of them.
At the end of the third month add

the new words acquired, but do not .

econd month, the



